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Petrograd hospital by a mob — early in January Rosaliia Markovna moved
her husband to a sanatorium in Finland, where he died on May 30, 1918.37

Without the bloodletting, devastation and disruption inflicted on Russia
by the World War, it is safe to say, there would have been no Bolshevik
Revolution. Recent research has demonstrated that, as Plekhanov charged,
the German government instigated the war as a means to fulfill its expan-
sionist ambitions.?® Be that as it may, any Russian political figure who
linked his destiny to the support of what was an excruciatingly costly and,
as time went on, an immensely unpopular war was bound to be repudiated.
These circumstances go a long way to explaining how it came about that
the father of Russian Marxism found himself on the morrow of the Bol-
shevik revolution alone, harrassed, and politically impotent.

The documents presented here were found in three locations: No 1 in
the Okhrana Archive (XVIIb, Folder 2), Hoover Institution, Palo Alto,
California; No 2 in the Rappoport Archive, International Institute of
Social History; Nos 3-14 and 16 in the Aleksinskii Collection of the Bakh-
meteff Archive of Russian and East European History and Culture,
Columbia University, New York City; and Nos 15 and 17-19 in the Ple-
khanov Archive of the International Institute of Social History.3® Nos 1, 2,
4,5, 15, 18 and 19 are reproduced from the originals, Nos 3 and 17 from
handwritten copies, and Nos 6-14 and 16 from typewritten copies. The
spelling has been modernized. Spelling and grammatical errors have not
been corrected. Dates are given according to the Western calender, except
when otherwise indicated (OS).

I. OKHRANA AGENT REPORT

CoBeplueHHO cekpeTHO bopno, 3/16 Hoa6ps 1914 r.

Ero INPEBOCXOAUTEJILCTBY
locnonuny Jdupektopy denapramenta IMonmumuu

Hmeto vecTs 1010%muTh Bauremy IpeBocxoanTENBLCTBY, 4TO 110 CBEACHUSAM,
nojiyYyeHHbIM OT arenTypsl, B Jlosanne 11 Asrycra c.r., [1nexauos Bbi-

37 R. M. Plekhanova, God na rodine, pp- 7-10, Plekhanov Archive, Box 12.

38 L. Albertini, The Origins of the War of 1914 (3 vols; Oxford, 1952-57); F. Fischer,
Germany’s Aims in the First World War (New York, 1967).

% 1 wish to express my appreciation to the administrations of these institutions for
permission to publish the materials that follow. I am also indebted to Anne Booth, Karin
Griffiths and Lydia Treml for assistance in transcribing some of the documents.
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CTynai B 3aKpbITOM COOpaHHM COLMANI-AEMOKPATOB C AOK/IA/I0M, 03arJiaB-
NIeHHbIM ,,BoiiHa U couman-gemokparus’. 40

Hoxnan ceoit [LiexaHOB pa3jenwl Ha [BE 4acCTH: B NMEPBOHW 4aCTHU OH
paccMOTpeN MOJOXKEHHE [BYX KPYMHEHIIHX COUMAIMCTHYECKMX MapTHid,
Fepmanckoii u ®paHiuy3ckoit, — BTOpyto xe OH mnocaTun Poccuiickoit
ColMAJI-IEMOKPATHYECKOH napTuu M obuiemMy B3rJsiy Ha BOHHY U e€
nocaeACTBHSA.

ToBops 0 B3aumooTHouIeHUsix EBponeiickoit connan-neMokpartuu, Ilie-
XaHOB MPHILEJ K TPYCTHOMY Ul HErO BbIBOJY, YTO OCHOB COLMAJIUCTHYE-
CcKOi 60pbObl M 3a00THI O €OMHCTBE liejiel, HHTEPOCOB M MOXEIAHUH,
HbIHE B MEXAYHAPOJHOM COLMAIU3ME HET.

epManckasi couMai-AeMOKpaTHs, BOTHPOBaB OrOIKET U1 HACTyna-
TEJLHOW BOMHBI, a B TeYeHHE TaKOBOH, moaaepxuBas IlpaBuTenscTBoO,
T€M CaAMbIM BbILIUIA U3 PAOOB MEXIYHAPOAHOTO COLMATIM3MA.

KoneuyHo ecTh Hajexaa, YTO B MHUPHOE BpeMs OTKPOIKOTCS MHOTHE
HOBbIe (DaKThl M MOTOMY MOKA €llle HET OCHOBaHMH cuuTaTh I'epMaHCKyro
COLIHAN-EMOKPATHIO HEBUHHOIO, HO €€ ONMOPTYHUCTHYECKas MOAKIANAKa
cKa3ajach [CHO.

Kpome Toro, IliexaHoB OOBHHSII repMaHCKYIO COLIMAJI-AEMOKPATHIO B
npenaTenbCTBe:

2 Asrycra B Ilapux npuObUT YyNOJHOMOYEHHBIM T€pMAHCKON CoLHMa-
NEMOKpAaTUH TOB. Mwuiep ¥ 3asBWi1 (paHLY3CKMM COLMAJIMCTaM, 4YTO
HeMellKue TOBAPHLIM BOTHPOBATH BOEHHOTO OlojukeTa He OyAyT — 4acTh
BO3JIEPXKUTCS, a ApYyras, HAauOOJIbILIas YaCTh U BOBCE OTKaXeTcs. 41

OaHako, KaK M3BECTHO, HUYETO MOAOOHOr0 HE MPOM3OLIO U MO3TOMY
[lnexaHOB TOBOpSt O MOBeACHNH (PPAHIY3CKUX COLUMATMCTOB ObL1 CKJIOHEH
BO BCEM MPU3HATH MX COBEPILEHHO NPABbIMU C COLHAIIMCTHYECKON TOYKH
3peHus.

[TexaHoOB 3asiBWI, 4TO MOJNYYWI OT (PaHIly3CKMX COLHMAIMCTOB, MOI

40 The actual date was October 11. This document may be compared with a more
circumstantial first-hand report by I.K[iselev?] on Plekhanov’s speech in Golos, October
18 and 20, 1914, and with Lenin’s detailed notes on the presentation (Leninskii Sbornik,
XIV, pp. 124-31). The accounts differ in some significant respects. The Okhrana report is
misleading in some particulars, and must be used with caution.

41 Hugo Haase (1863-1919) gave some such assurances at a mass peace rally sponsored
by the International Socialist Bureau in Brussels on June 29, but his remarks at the closed
meetings of the ISB were ambiguous. So, too, was the statement of Hermann Miiller
(1877-1931), when he came to Paris a few days later to confer with the French socialists.
There were divisions among the German Social Democrats, he indicated, but it was his
personal opinion that the party would not vote for war credits. M. Fainsod, International
Socialism and the War (Cambridge, Mass., 1935), pp. 23, 26-27; G. Haupt, Socialism and
the Great War. The Collapse of the Second International (Oxford, 1972), pp. 199, 208-13,
and the appended notes of the ISB meeting. The complexities of Miiller’s position at Paris
are examined closely in S. Miller, Burgfrieden und Klassenkampf. Die deutsche Sozial-
demokratie im ersten Weltkrieg (Diisseldorf, 1974), pp. 51-53.
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CeKpeToM, coobilenne, 6yaTo BeTynmasi B coctaB MUHHCTEPCTBA OHM 110-
craBwin [1paBUTENLCTBY YCIIOBHE, YTO KAk TOJIbKO HEMPHSTEILCKHE BOMCKA
OynyT BuiTecHeHbl 13 npenenos ®panimu, [TPaBUTENBLCTBO NOMKHO TOTYAC
X€ NMPEKpaTUTHL BOWHY, He oOpalasi BAMMaHUs Ha no3opsiuii PpaHumio
IIOTOBOP € PYCCKHM HAPH3MOM.

Ecnu ke npaBHTENBCTBO HE NPEKPaTHT BOIHBI, TO COUHATHCTHYECKAS
napTis OyneT cYuTaTh cebs BlpaBe arHTHPOBATH IIPOTHB M NPENSATCTBOBATE
BCEMH MEpPAMH ee MPOJIOJIKEHHIO, 42 KpOME TOro BCTynasi B MUHUCTEPCTBO
(panuy3ckue connaniCThl HMENH LENBIO TakXe U HaOMoIeH e 32 npasu-
TeNBLCTBOM, 1a0b1 OHO He TNO1ANIOCh MOHAPXHYECKOMY BIHSHUIO, KOTOPOE
Tenepb J10CTATOMHO M0JIb3YeTCs MONMYNSPHOCTHIO BO DpaHuuH.

Bee stu coobpaxkenusi ¢ HEOGXOAMMOCTHIO O0BOPOHBI ONPABIBIBAIOT
(dpaHIY3CKHX COLMATHCTOB.

Onpasnas dpaniy3cknx ToBapHuleii, 3aIMIAIONINX WaeATbI PECTTyOINKH
H npasa, [nexanos nocie nepepuiBa nepemen K pycckuM.

[Mocnennne no ero MHenuio He HyxaaloTcs B onpasaanud. OHH NO-
CTYNMH/IH KaK MCTHHHBIE COLMATIMCTDBI HE roJiocys 3a OrOKET, MOTOMY YTO
TMOMMTHKA LAPCKOTO TpPaBHTENbCTBA ocnabmwia obGopony ctpansl. Ipu
pecny6iIMKaHCKOM NMPaBHTENLCTBE CTPAHA NPOSBHIIA Obl HE TOJNLKO CKIOH-
HOCTb K YIIOPHOMY COMPOTHBIEHHIO, HO CBOMMH nobenaMu momMoria Gbl
pecnybinkanckoit dpaHiiin, Yero Tenepb, KOHEUHO, HEIb3sl OXHAATh IO
MHenHto Inexanona.

Bripouem ,.cobmtocti cebs™ pycckum ToBapuiamM ObuUI0 Nerye NoTOMY,
4TO, Kak BbIpaswics ¢panuysckuit conmamuct Camba®3 no nosoay mno-
BEJIEHHS PYCCKOW COUMANI-IEMOKPATHH: , IATHIETHEH JEBOYKE Jierue cob-
JIFOCTH CBOKO HEBUHHOCTb, HEXEJIH B3POCIOH XKEHILIHHE .

Opatop Bbipaxan Haexk 1y, 4TO BOHHA OBEIET K TOPKECTBY COLMATNIMA
B Pocchu noTomy, 4To pycckue ColMaHCTBI MOKA3aIH, 4TO OHH HECTIOCOD-
Hbl HH K CIEIKaM C IapCKHM MPaBUTEIbCTBOM, HH K ONNOPTYHHCTCKOM
TaKTHKe.

IlnexanoBy Bo3paxan JleHnu. 44

Ipexne Bcero ou 3asBi, YTO ONpaBIaHKe KAaKOii Obl TO HU OBLTO COlMa-
JIHCTHYECKOH NAPTHM MHTEPECaMHM 3alUMThl OTCTAUBAHMS CBOEH HC3aBHCH-
MOCTH HesleTKo, HOO y npoJieTapus OTeYecTBa HeT.

2 The conditions the French socialists reportedly set for their entry into the cabinet are
not mentioned in the Golos report of Plekhanov’s speech. He may have been so informed
by his intimate friend Jules Guesde (1845-1922), who joined the cabinet as Minister
without Portfolio.

43 Marcel Sembat (1862-1922), another of the three French socialists who joined the war
cabinet in late August 1914. He became Minister of Public Works.

“ Lenin’s immediate reply to Plekhanov’s speech is the subject of a report in Golos,
October 21. A more considerable statement on the war which he gave a few days later at
Lausanne is summarized ibid., October 25 and 27.
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YT0 e KacaeTcs JITOW BOWHHBI, B HACTHOCTH, TO OHA SABJISIETCA pe3yiib-
TaTOM noAUTHKH VI3BONBCKOro, KOTOPBIA NOTHPas PYKH 3a8BUII: ,,c’est ma
guerre!™ (,,3T0 Mos BoHHa™")!

Ilapckoe mpaBUTENILCTBO M (paHily3ckas Oypxya3usi JaBHO TOTOBHIIH
3Ty BOMHY [UIS YNPOYEHWS CBOEH BJIACTH M TOJbKO JypakaM MOXET
KazaThcsl, OyATO 3Ta BOMHA HeoOXoaMMa HApojaM [Uls MX CBOOOAHOTO
pa3BUTHS.

[TponeTapuat NOJDKEH MOMHHUTB U €70 BOX/IM JIOJDKHBI €My HallOMHHATb,
YTO €JMHCTBEHHbLIM OTBETOM Ha TMO30PHYIO MOJMTHKY MPaBUTEIbLCTB
napckoro u Oypxya3HOro ao/mkHa ObiThb OpraHu3amis KOMMYHBI W
counanbHoit pesomouud B Poccun n ®panumu. L, Jla 3apascTByer
pOCCHICKas colManbHast PEBONIIOLUA™ — 3aKOHYHIT OpaTop.

Cratckuit CoBeTHUK
2. PLEKHANOV TO CHARLES RAPPOPORT

San Remo, ce 9 nov. 1914.
Mon cher Rappaport,*®
Je vous envoie un manuscrit, réponse aux imbeciles qui m’attaquent a
cause de mon attachement pour la cause de la France et de ses alliés. Il
s’agit de publier le plus vite cet article a Paris méme ou parait I'imbécile
«Golos», qui méne une campagne contre moi.*® C’est le camarade Marc,
Libimoff, qui se charge de publier I'article.*” Vous connaissez I'adresse
de Lubimoff: 7, rue Campagne premiére, Paris. Je vous supplie de porter
I'article & Lubimoff et de ne le confier a personne. Vous me rendrez un
grand service. Je suis attaqué et je ne puis me défendre. Quand vous aurez
remis Particle & Lubimoff, écrivez-moi un mot la-dessus. J’attendrai de vos
nouvelles.
Ici, & San Remo, pas un chat! L’année sera désastreuse. Ma pauvre

5 Charles Rappoport (1865-1941), a Russian socialist who emigrated to France and
became a prominent member of the French Socialist Party. Plekhanov rightly assumed
that Rappoport, his close collaborator and an editor of the pro-government La Guerre
Sociale, shared his views. Before the year was out, however, Rappoport denounced
Plekhanov for his defensist stance. See his “Istinno-russkii sotsializm B. Savinkova”, in:
Golos, December 15.

6 Plekhanov is here reacting to a series of scathing attacks upon him in Golos, Nos 33-38,
41 and 43 by Lenin, 1. Bezrabotnyi (Manuilskii), Martov and Voinov (Lunacharskii).

47 A.1. Liubimov, also known as Mark Z—r (1879-1919), was a founder of the Paris group
of “Bolshevik conciliators” (1911-14). A defensist, he became one of the editors of Prizyv
in 1915. The manuscript to which Plekhanov refers is the tract O voine, op. cit. Its
publication provoked a new series of attacks in December numbers of Golos by Trotskii,
A. Lozovskii and A. Balabanova.



