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Вагоп  s.Н.
(сhа,рt`l   нill,   U8А)

`'               РLЕКНАNOV,   UТОРIА.ЧISМ,   AND   ТНЕ   RUsslAN   RЕV0l,UТ.. 0N

А  пэW  регSроStivеTОп  Рlеkhапоv  егmегgеd     iг,     the     ег.а     of
р  е  г  е  s  t  г  о  l  k  а,       When    fогшеі.lу    uпthlпkаЬ1е    t,houghts   {
Wеге  Vоir}еd,     and  even  t,hе   sanctity  of  Lenin  and  the  BOlsheVik   !
геvolut,iоп  called  into  quеStiОп.

1п     mld-1989        АR0''uМЕNТY     i     FАКТY   ,   fеаtuгеd     ап  аг`t,iсlе
оп     Plekhanov  in    геSропsе  to  queStions   it,s  геаdёгS  had  га,isеd
as  to  Whеt,hер  t,hэ  Р1еkhапоv  аlt,егпаtivе     Wа§     Ьеttер  t,hап     Lh@
LеПiПist     ОПе.   LаtеI.  thаt,  Уеа1.,     V  О  р  г  о  s  У       i   s  t,  О  Г   i   i
рuЬlishеd  а  lоіі8-Suрргеssеd  Рlеkhаііоv  lеt,tLег     t,o   t.hе   Реt,го8гаd
WОгkс,гS   Soon  аftег    t,hе  осtОЬег  геvolutiОп    thа,t  fuпdа,mепtаllу   J
сгitiсizеS  the  Bolshevik  SеizuL`е     of  роWег.   1п  а  пеWsрарег   j,п-
t,егViеW  а  уеаг  1аt,ег,   Оаvгiil  РОроv,   а,ssегtеd:   ''thе  сuггепt ,...
сгisis   St,еms  fгоm  the  sе`;епtу  уеа,г  1оііg  ехbёгimепt.  . .   а  vоlu].і-
tагist    а,tt,еmрt"  .-    he    а1sо  са11   it  "рі`еmа,tul.е"  and  "ut,орiап"
-Whiсh   ou+Umг-     the  developmenL   of  ргоduоtlvе  fОгсеs,   viсі1а.tеd

Ьаsiе  ideas  nf  Магхism;  and    failed  t,о  take  intO  оопsidега,tiоп
JLhe  vieWs   of  1еаdiпg  Магхists   like  Рlеkhапоv".

РороV'S   Statement  echoeS   Рlеkhа.поv's     judgеmепt,     t,hаt,  !   it
made  по   SenSe   in  а  Ьа.сkwагd     соuпt,гу     11kе     Russia  t,о  ргеSs   Оп
Ьеуопd  thе  РеЬгuагу  upheaval  that  ovегt,hгеW  t§аI`ism  and  looked
t,o    t,hе    Сгеаtiоп    of  а  dеmОсга,tiо  ро1itiса,l  оі`dег.   Let  uЗ  tгУ
to  gauge  t,hЕ  аосuгасу  of  his  регоерtiоп  of  the  Russiа,п  геvо1u-
t,iolіа,гУ  ргоСЭss,   the  Саst     of  thiпkiП8    that  led  hlm  t,o  opposB
Lenin  and     the  Bolsheviks   so     vеhеmе2іtlу,     а,пd  the  fеа,siЬili^.у
`0f   hi§   0m   РГеsr3ГiРt.iОПs.

Even    whlle    §tlll    а  mгоdпlk,   Plekhanov  had  епсоuпt,егеd
and  showed  gгеаt,  геsресt  fОг  Магх1ап     idеа$,   seeking  t,о  dеmоп-
§t,гаt,е  thа+.  the  пагоdпik  ргоgгаm  Wа8  not  ut,Орlап    Ьut    ООпsis-
tent  with  '''t,hе  1аW    of     есопоmlс    dеvеlОрmепt",   1п     Ьhе    v,.еst,,
Ьесаusе  t,hе  очсе  рfеvа1епt  р9аsапt,     с`оmmuпе,   and     the     Со11ес!~
tivist  iг.St,iпсts  аssОсiа,t,8d  Wlth  it  had    Ьееп е,тоdеd     ЬУ  L   t!|9ё
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аdvепt,    of  ргivаtе  ргорегtу    а,пd    iпdividuа,lism,     the    WeStepn
:  peoples     Wеге     dеSt,iПеd  t,О  аt,tа1п  sОсiаlism  Ьу  wа.У  of  t,hе  СО1-
lеоtlvlst,iса,llу-пiпdеd  ргоlеtагiаt  gепега,t,еd  Ьу  t,hе  сарiLа,list,

`sуstеm,   1п  сопtга,St,   in  оvегWhеlmiііglу    аgгагiап    Russiа„     i,hе
соllееtivi8tiс  реаsапt,  commune    реmа,iпеd  iпt,аоt,;     it,    did    not

.`"Ьеаг  WithiП  itself  t,hе  еlеmеПt,s  of  its Jom  doom";   апd,   а,Ссог-•diпglу,     Rus§iа  possessed    the  essential     iпgгеdiепts    fОг  the

tгаПsitiОп  to    sОо1аlism    оп    а  diffегепt,  Ьаsis  than  the  Wеst.
Опее  he  Ьесаmе  convlnoed    that     iпdustгiа,l  сарit,аlism  Was

mаkiПg   iПГОаds,,    thаt,     uПdеГ  the  imра,Сt,  of  mОПеУ     есоПоmУ     а,Пd
ООmmoditУ  РГОduСtiОП     the  fОГmегlУ  еgа,lit,аГiаП  RussiаП  еоmmuПе
Was     Ьгеаkiпg  dоm,     in  Рlеkhапоv's  eyes  +uhе  па.гоdпik     оut,look
ms  disегеdit,еd.Аlt,hоut,h  iпdustгiаl  develOpment  and  the  diпеп-
siОПs  . оf.thе    ргоiеtагiаt  wеге  still  mоdе8t,   Jі.,hе    dynamic     of
conmodity    ргоduсtiоп    епsuгеd  the  futuге  dominance  of  са,рit,а-
l1sп.   It  Ьеhооvеd  the  геvolutiОпагу  movement  to  gеа,г  it,s  t,hiп-®kiпg  and  its  а,сtivitу  to  the  оЬjесtivе    ооіігsе    of    hist,Огiса,l

development  upon  Whiсh  the  соuпtгу  h2,d  еmЬаz.kеd,     То  do  ot,hег-
Wisе,   t,о  Ге1У  uроП  §tгuСtuгеs  that    histol.У    Was  СопsigПiПg  t,o
ОЬl1vj.оп,Wаs  tO  Ье  hОре1еsslу  suЬjесtivе,   iггаtio,іа1,   utОрiап.

ТО  ргоvе  hls  са,sе,   Plekhanov  iпаgiп9d  the  likely    outcome
of  а  sijссеs$ful  геvо1utiОп  of  t,hе  kind    t,hе    пагоdпiki  апtiсi~
раt©d,     Such    а    геvо1ut,iоп    Would     iпеvit,аЬlу  аdор.L  а  реаsа,пt
рі.0gгаm.   But  а,s  the  реаsа,пts  fаvогеd    а    gепега1     dist,I.iЬut,iОп
of  lа,пd,  not  а  sОсiа1is`.  system    of    ргор©гt,у    геlаtiопs,     the
outcoms    Would    divегgе    гаdiса1lу  fюm  пагоdцiсhеSt,vo's     сhен
гishеd  8Оа1.   Аltегпа,tivеlУ,  he  ргоjеСtеd  the  роsslЬilitУ    that
а  геvоlutiопару  ,сошittее  night    Sе1Zе    роwег    and    choose    t,О
геtаiп  it,  dеsр1t,е  the  divегgепсе  Ьеtwееп    the    реорlе's    аim§
and  the  соmmittее's  om  оЬjесtivеs.   If  it  t,hеп  attempted  а  So-
еiа1tlst    Огgап1zаtiОп  of  ргоduсt,iОп,     in    the    аЬsепсе  of  ЬОt,h
the  оЬjВсt,ivе  ОоПdltiОпs  and  рорulаг  арргоvаl  of  t,his  ргоgга,m,
"1t  Would  have  to  seek  salvatiOn  in  the  ideals  of   'ра,t,гiа,гСhаl

and    аuthогitа,гiап    соm"пi8п',    1пtгоduсiпg  1пtо  those  idеа,ls
Оп1у  the  change  that  а  sОеiа1i8t  caste  Would  mаг.аgе  the  паt,iо-
па1  ргоduotiоп  1п8tеаd  of  th®  [Рерuviап]   'Сhlldге;і  of  tlie  SuП'
and  +hеin  offiоiаls".   1п  оt,hег  wогd8,  the  геvolutloгі1sts  Would
Ье  оЬ17.ёеd  t.О  гulе  dеsроt±саllу.
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Having  еаг11ег  сопsidегеd  Магх1sm  с.Опsi3tепt    With  па,гоd-
пiсhеstvo,   noW    he  opposed  the  ''sсiепtlfiс"  quality  of  the  сіпе
to  the  "utорiапism"  of  the  оthег,   Н1s  mlssiOn  as  he  saw  it  юs
to  dlvегt  the  геvolut,iопа,гу  mсіvеmепt  fгоm  а  utОр1ап  to  а  8сiеп
tiflo  еоuгsе.   It  Would  Ье  difficult  t,o  ovегеst,1mаt,е  t,hе   imFОг-
tance  of  thls  роiпt,  fОг  the  роsit,iОпs  he  Would  lаtег  tаkе.

NoW  convinced  that    Russiа,'s  Ъасkwагdпеss  гulеd  оut,  а,  so-
oiа,1ist,  геvо1utiоп  1п  the  пеаг  t,еm,     Р1еkhапоv  Ьеl1еvеd    t,hаt
it    "S    deStined    in    the    not    distant    fut,uге  tO  ехрегiепсе
а  ЬОuгgеоis-dеmОсгаt,iс  геvolutiОп  l1kе  t,hаt  of  Fгапсе  in  1789.
Не  апt,iсiраtеd  develOpments  t,hегеаftег  l1kе  those  he  регсеivеd
in  оегmапу:   the  гоЬust  gгоі'іih  of  t,hе  сарitа1ism,   t,hе  multiрli-
CatiOn    of  t,hе  ргоlеtа.гiаt,  аПd  the  ргоgгеSsivе    ехрапsiОП    Of
t,hе   sОСiа,list,  movеПеПt,   lеаdiПg  t,о  а  SеСОПd,     а  sОСiа,list.,   ге-
vоlutiОП.   Рlеkhа,ПОv  WеПt,  so  fаг  aS  t,o  dеСlаге:     ''thеге    аге  ПО
eSSential  diffегепсеs  Ьеtwееп  Russian  histОгу    and  the  hist,Огу
of  WеSt,егп  Еuгоре".

1п  роiпt,  of  fасt,,     he  included    in  his  геVolutiОпагу  рго-
Sрееt,uS,      Somеt,imеS   поt,     elements     аt,     odds  Wit,h   the   ЕuгоЬеап
ехрегiепсе.      Сепt,га,1   t,o  his     I`еvolut,iОпагу  tасt,iсS   Was     Магх's
аdlпоПi+.iОП     iП       The       COmmun   i   st       Ма,П   i   f  eSto
t,hаt,   t,hе   sссiаl]..St,s   Should  fight  alOngside   of  the     Ьоuгgесіisiе
in     the     st,гugglе  аgаiг.St  аЬS0lіIt,i§m,   While   siml`ьапеоuslу   iп-
stilJ.iпg   in  the  ргоlеtагiаt,    аWаге!іеSS  of  t,hе  confliOt  Ьеtwееп
its   iПt,егеSt,S  аПd  those   cf  t,hе  ЬОuгgеоisiе.      НОW'еVег,   he     Suр-
POSed  t,hаt  the  RussjаП   ЬОuгgеоisiе  Would  Ье  wаПtiПg   iП  Геvolu-
t,iОПагУ  агdог,   а11d  t,hаt  thегеfОге  the  "гkiПg  Class  Would  have
t,с   iпitiаt,е   the  аSза,ult.   Оп  аЬSolut,ism.      It     WaS     t,hе     dut,у     of
Russian     SOcial     I)еmсісгасу     t,o  help     Ьгiпgiпg     the  ргоlеtагiа,t
iпt,о  the  stгugglе  and    tO  епSuте    t,hаt  the  WОгkегs  епtегеd  t,hе
а,геПа  as  аП   iпdереПdепt  fОгсе,     сараЪ1е     of   sеСuГiПg     есоПОmiС
and  роlit,1саl   гight,S   in  the  new  Огdег.     'Гhе     SОсiа1     I)еmосгаts
wеге  tO  а,ссоmрlish    this     Ьу    Ьгiпgiпg  t,hе  ргоlеtагiаt,  t,О  соп-
sс1ousпеSS     of     it,S     clasS     iпt,егеSts,   thus   iП  effeet     fОгgiпg
а     1iпk    Ьеtwееп     the    ЬОuгgеоis    and    sОСiаlist,  геvоlutiОпS  -
Whiсh,     пеvегt,hеlеSS,     wеге     t,о     Ье     Sерагаt,еd  Ьу  а  ргоt,гаоtеd
iпtегvаl .

NoW    and     t,hеп     Plekhanov   iпdiса,tеd  that  Ru;Siа's   сiгсum-
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stances  and  орt,iОпs  diffегеd    in  оt,hег  ways  а,S  Well  fгоm  those
disсеmiЬlе   iп.Еuгоре.     Russia  need  пUt,  гереа.t,     iгі     dеt,аil  а11
t,hе   st,аgеS   of   iпdu§t,гiаl     deVelOpment     ехрегiеп.сеd  Ьу  t,hе  mОгз
advanced  соuпtгiеS;   гаt,hег,   it  eould    а,dОрt,  t,hе  1а.t,еst  tесhпо-
1оgу  and  fОгms  of  iпdustгiа,l  Огgапizаtiоп,     and    thusгі   develop
its  economy  mОге  гарidlу.     Sihilагlу,     Rdssiа,п  socialists  пе6d
ПОt,  gгоре  thеiг    W1У    tоWагd  еffiСасious   st,гаt,еgУ  and  tа,ОtiСs,
t.ог  t,hеу    could  diг9сtlу  арргоргiа,tе  t,hе  ехрегiепсе  of  WеstеГп
lа,Ьоuг  and  SOcialist  movеmепts.     Shch    оопsidегаtiопs     с1еаг1у
implied    а    Ьгiеfег  1ifе    fОг    сарitа1ism     in    Russia    than   in
t,hе  wе§t,,   Ьut  РlеF.hапоv  tended    t,о    dеешрhа,sizе     such  fасtОгs,
t,о    геgагd    them    as    hа,vj.пg    Оп1у    а    Sесопdагу  sigпifiсапсе.
Thc   same  held  fог  his  регсерt,iОп  thа,t,     +,hе  Russian  ЬОuгяеоjsiе
waS  lil:еlу  tO  Ье  §hогt  оп  геvо1ut,iОпагу  fегvог.     Не  Was  согіfi-
dent  thаt,  t.hе  WеStегп  m.dеl  Wа,S     а  геliаЬlе  guide     t,o  Russiа,'S
futuге,     пеvег  imagining    thа.t,    t,hе    distiпсt,ivе  сiгсumstапсе§
that  he  had     i.dепtif ied    Ог    t,hе    аеtivist,  ргоgга,m  he  advanoed
might  ргоduее  а  fuпdа,mепt'd,llу  diffегепt  раttегп  of
dеvеlОрm,епt.

Оп     Ьесіmiп8    а    Магхist,,   Рlеkhапоv's  аt,t,iLudе  t,oWагd  t,hе
реа.Sапtгу  uпdегWепt,  а   shа,гр  геVегsаl.   Не  WaS  noW  ргопе  t,o  view
the  реаsепt9  With  distгust.     1п    t,hеiг    dеSiге    t,О    регреtuа,t,е
smаl1-sсаlе     ргі]duсtiОп,     t,hеу    Ьеt,га,уеd     t,hеiг     аt,t,асhmепt  t,О
геаеt,jОпагу,   р'вt,tу-tjоuгgеоis   illusiОпS.   ВеSidеs,   thеiг     "роli-.
t].саl   iпіliffегёпсе  and  mепt,а]   .DасkwагdпеSs"  mаdе     the  реаSапtз`
а  ргiпсiрlе  ЬuLWагk  of  аut,Осга,су.   Оп  t,hеSе  Sсогеs,   а,пd  sееmiп-
g1у  uпа"ге  ог  fОгgеt,ful  of  t.hе  gгеаt,    роsitivе  го1е  t,}\е  гuга,l
рорu,1.аtiоп    рlа,уеd     in     +,hе     еаг1у     St,аgеs  of  the  Fгепеh  геV0-
lut,iОп,   PlekhanoV  Wа.s   1псliг,еd  to  disсоuпt,  t,hе  реаSапt,s   in  t,hе
imреI.|.diПg     геvolut,iс)П,     аlt,hough     he     did  ПОt  СОmРlеt,еlУ  Wгitе
t,hеm  оff.               \

Down     to     1905,     the     Russian  SOcial  DеmОсгаts     gепега11у
suЬsсгiЬеd  t,О  Рlеkhапоv's     аdарtрt,it.-`t     of  Магхism     tO     Вussiа,
whегеiп        t,hе     two-stаgе     геvоlutiОпаt`.`у.     scheme     WaS     сеп+.г€і..1.,
Тhеп,   Lhe     uрhеаvа1     of  1905    ргоре11е:     а  vагiеt,у     of     Sоr.:tаl
foi`Сеs     iПto     t,hе   field     of     St,гugglе,   геvезlеd     Somеt,hjПg     of
t,hе     геlаtiОпзhiр  amOng   Lhеm  апd,   mоге  gепега11у,   of  the  dупа-
пiс3   cf   the  Russian  геvolutiОі:згу  ргосеsS,     The  еvепt,S  of   1905
thег©fОге  сопSlit.utеd    а    еопf`гопtаt,iОп    Ьеtwееп    а,    сагеfullу
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devlsed  thеогеt,iсаl  сопSt,гuсt,iОп  and  роlit,iса1  геаlitу.
Lenin  а,пd  Тгоtskii  еа,сh  detected    mаjог    dеviаt,iОпs     fгоm

the  thеогеtiсаl  ргеmisеs.   They  геSропdеd    tіу    fОгmulаtiпg    new
s.сhеmеs,     tа,ilОгеd  to  Russiа,'s     distinctive     сiгсumst,апсеs     а,s
геvеа1еd   in  the  геvolutiОп.      ImргеSsеd     Ьу    What  he  t,ook  tO  Ье
the  hа,lf~hеа,гt.еdпеss  of  Ьоuгgеоis  а,сt,ivism  and  the  stгепgt,h  of
реа,sа,пt     iпsuггесtiОп,     I,епiп    dес1агеd  t,hаt  а,Ьsоlut,ism    Would
give  WаУ  ПоЪ  t,О  а  Ьоuгgеоis  геgimе    Ьut    tO    а     "геvоlutiОПагУ
diо+.аtОгshiр  of  the  ргоlеt,аI.iаt  and  the  реа,sапtгу".
As  fОг  Тгоt,skii,   the  events     of  1905    led  him  to  fОгmulа.tе  hi8
thеогу  of  pemanent  геvolutiоп,    а,ссогdiпg  to  "hlсh  t,hе  sосiа-
1ist    геVоlutiОп    Would    оосuг    Soon    аftег  the  dеst,гuсtiоп  of
аьsolutism.

•1п     сопt,га§rL,     Plekhanov  геfusеd  to  admit  t,hа,t  t,hе  еvепt,s
of    1905     sегiс,uslу  сhа,l1епgеd    his    геvо1utiопа.гу  ргоSресtus.
Nеvеrthе]еSs,     he    did  а,сkпоwlеdgе    сегtаiп    not  iпSigпifiсапt
dеviа,tiОпS.   Не  гееоgп1zеd  t,hе  lеа.diпg  го1е  tа,kеп  Ьу  the  рго1е-
t.а,гiаt,,     Ьut  а,ftег    hа,viпg  devoted  his  life    t,о    the  ргоmotiоп
of  ргоlеtагiа,п  сlа,SS-сопsсiousпеSs.   he    could    noW    Wгitе  with.
iгfit,а,tiоп;   .'Тhе  difficulty    with  us  is  not  in  гесоgпiziпg  the
antagOnism  of  iпtегеsts  of  t,hе  Ьоuгgеоisiе  а,пd  the
ргоlеt,агiаt.
1п  оuг  га,пks,  the    гесоgпit,iОп  of  this  апtа,gопisпI  has    а,lгеаdу
аttаiпеd,    опе    night    sау,    t,hе      f  iгппеSS      of      а
р  г  е  j  u  d  i   с  е''.     Oenuine    claSs    сопSсiоusпеSs,     he  iпsis-
t,епt,lу    еmрhа§izеd,     а,lsо    геquiгеd  гесоgп3tiОп    of  the  limit,s
р1а.сеd     Оп     social     change  Ьу  the  соuпtгу'§     lеvе1  of  есоиоmiс
dеvеlорmепt.     Ассогdiпglу  the  sосiаl  Dеmосга,ts  had  the  dut,у  of
iпсulсаt.hg  in  the  ргоlеt,а,гiаt  а,Wа.гепеSs  t,hаt  Russia  ms     гiре
о1і1У  fОг  а  "Ьоuг8еоis"  геvо1utiоп,  а,пd  the  folly  of  а,tt,епрt,iП8
to  go  Ьеуопd  thа,t  stа,gе.

Plekhanov  Г.uгlеd    against    t,hе  Во1shеviks     1п  і905  -  1906
гергоасhе§     геmiпisсег,t    of    those    he    hаd.   еа,г1iег     enplOyed
againSt  vаг1оus  пагоdпiki.   They  did  not  uпdегst,апd  What    gоа,ls
wеге  hlstо}`iса1lу  аtt,а,iпаЬlе,t,hеу  fа1lеd  to  Ьаsе  thеiг  t,а,сt,iсs
оп  геаГсопdittопs,  а,пd  to  hа,гmОпizе  neans  а,пd  епds.   1п  геjес-
ting  оЬjегtivе  ?гit,егiа  а,пd  Sее±ing    to    асhlеvе    uпаttаiпаЬlе
ends  tіу    mаgiса,l  mеагіs,   they  геSеmЬliеd  еаг1iег  і'еvо1utiопі8t$'
Whom    Еп8еls' had  Оа,l1еd  "аlсhеmists  о€. ге`'otiоп".1П  Shогt,,, Ё`е.
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гергеsепt,еd  them  as  captlves  of  utOpian  t,hiг.kiпg,  and    he  а.lso
likened     Lenin     t,о  пагоdпik  figuгеs  Whom  he  had   §t,igmа.t,izеd  aS
.Вlапqulstз,  fог  assuming  that    а    геvоlutiопагу    clique    could

i   sе1ае  роW8г  and  WilfullУ  СаггУ  out  а,  sOcial  геvolutiОП.''.   ,     Plekhanov  геfusеd    tO  yield  even  аftег  ап  iпquiгу  he  nade

.аmОПg  WзstегП  sОСiа.lists     §howеd     t,hаt     most,  of  t,hеlГI  регСеivеd
;'  't,hе  Ru$slап,геvoluЪiОП  in  t.егпs    much    mОге    а,kiп    to     Lепiп's

регsресtlvе  than    his    оm.     They  Sehsed  the  сопtга,diсtiсп    at=`thе  hеа,гt  of  t,hе  Russiа,п  геvolutiоп,     that  Ьеtwееп  the  рI.iпсi-

ра1    ПОviпg    fогоеs  of  the  геvolut,iоп    and    ъhе    eoononio    and
social  `Ьасkmгdпеss  of  Russlа,Ьеtwееп  .Lhе  impulse  to  t,гапsеепd
the    Ьоuгgео1s  геvоlutiОп  and  the  аЬsепсе     in    Russiа,    of    t,hе
ргесопditiОпs    fОг  еstа`оlishiпg  а  sосiаlist  Огdег.     Lепiг,    and
Тгоt,ski.i  hапmегеd  amy    at    t,hе    оЬjесtivе  песеssit,у  of    going
ЪеУОПd   'а,  ЬОuг8еоis  геvоlutiОп,    While    tending    t,o    uпdеггаtе'  RuS§iа's     sосiо-есопоmlс    ЬасkwагdпеSs.     Plekhanov    hагреd    Оп

^Russiа'з  Ьасkvmгdпеss,  taking  it    ds    аЬSоlutеlу  dеоisivё    fог
+.hе    dеfiП1t,iОП    Of    the    situаtiоП,    and    mапа8iп8  Sohehow  to
diseount    the    moving    fогсеs.     Воt,h    роsit,iопS  wеге  опеSidеd,'\Ьut"iп  1905  -1906  а,пd  1917  Рlеkhа,поv'S  positiOn     Seened  t,о  Ье

' t,hе  поге  vulпегаЬlе  of  the  twо.

Т`hе  арреа,гапсе   in  FеЬгuагу  1917  поt,   jusL   oI`     а, `modегаtеlу
1iЬегаl  ргоvisiопа1  gоvегпmепt  Ьut  alsO  of  Soviets  of  Wогkегs'
and    soldiегs'   dерutiе§     sigпа,1lеd    thаt,.   the    I.еvо1utiОп    had
аlгеа,dу  tгапSсеhdеd  ЬОuг8еоis   1imits.     Yet  the  modегаt,е   SОсiа~
1ist,S  who  dominated  the   Soviets     fОг  .siх    months     Wег6     st,ill
uг.dег     t,hе     influence  of  Р1еkhапоv's  t.wо-st,аgе   sсhеmе,   асut,еlу
а,wаге  of  Russiа,'s     Ьасkwагdпеss,     and  thегеfОге  dеtегпiпеd    to
ргеvеп+.    the     геvolutiоп  fгоm  advanoing  fuгt,hег.   Had  t,hеу  Ъееп
mol.е  геSРОПsivе  to  the  dеПаПd5  of  $oldiегs  and  реаSаПt,s,   tаkеП
Russia  out  of  the  Wаг,     and    g1vеп  t,hеil.  ЬlеSsiпgs  to  the   land
sеizuгеS     gа1пiпg    monentum     in    the    соuпtгуsidе,     they  might
haVe   suссееdеd.   They  ehose  to  do  оthегWisе,   hоwеvег,     and  wеге
sWегt  а,юу  Ьу  the  ВОlshеvlks,     Who  ргоmi§еd  геа,се,     1апd.`     and
Ьгеаd.     Still,   jt  should  not  Ье    fогgоttеп    t,hаt     in    рге§siпg
оП  fгоm  ОПе  геvolut,iОп  tO  апоthег.  .  LеП1П  аЬапdОпеd  the  поtiОП
of  the  diсtаtОг§hiр  of  the  ргоlеt,агiа+  and   Lhe  реаsапt,гу,     а.пd
in  еffе®t\ асtеd    out    t,hе    t,hеогу  of  регmа,пепt  геvоlut,iОп  t,hаt
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Тгоtskii   had   skе+L,сhеd   in  1906.
St,а,пdlпg  Well     to  the  гight,  of  the  mоdега,t,е   sOoialists   in

1917,   Plekhanov  had  even  lesS  chance  than  t.hёу  tO  ргеvаil.     Ап
а.гdепt  Suррогt,ег  of  the  allied  са.usе  fгоm  the  Ьеgiппiпg  of  the
Wаг,     he  сопtiпuеd  in  the  sane  vein  аftег  his  геt,uгп  to  Ru§siа-
at  t,hе  end  of  Магсh.     It  Wа,s  soon  арра,гепt    that  hi§  political
аgепdа,     With  viсt,огу  оvег    the    оегmапs  given  ргесеdепсе  оvег
а11  еlsе,     wа§   out  of  tune    Wit,h    t,hе    t,еmрег  of  геvolut,iопагу
Реtгоgгаd. IncesSantly  uгgiпg  геstгаiпt  upon  iпsuг8ер.t  WОгkегs,
sоldiегs,     and  реаsапt,s  Who     Wеге  Ьепt,  Оп   sеtt,liпg   Sсоз=gL$L-э7іТ-Lа
t,hеiг  паStегS,  and  саSt,igа,tiпg    the    mоdегаt,е     sOoialists  even
fог  t,hе  hа1f"у  mеаsuгеs  t,hэу  t,ook  t,о  mollify  the  mаssеs,   Р1.е-
khапоv'S   influence  гdрidlу  dес.liпеd.

аgаiп::  L::::8h:п  О::o5а:аi3o6:[:пЁh:еws::::t::е:еіi:  hg:с:3::;'
t,hеу  left  out  of  account  the  limits   imposed  Ьу  Russiа's     lеvеl,  ,
of     economic     dеvе1oрmепt,     he    condemned    Lепiп's     саlls,  fог
а   sОсiаlist,  геvo.1.ut,iоп   in  the  Аlэрil  Тhеsе§     as     "і.а,Viпgs".     Не
denounced  the     BOlshevik     1еаdег's  рI.оgгаm  aS     а    пеgа,tiоп  .  оf,`,

g3::i:gdаП:g::::ГПh:О  :::g#°Рi:Пг:::i3[i:: ::ьi:сеd:}±еЁа:;У;  ('
diС+l,um     t,hаt     ''по     social     fomаt,iОп    регishеs  U.г1til     а11     t,hе\ь:
ргоduсtivе   fогсеS   fог  Which   it,  ргоvidеS   seope     have     Ье.еiі     dе-
vе1oреd";   and  Епgеls's  Wагпiпg  of  the  disаstгоuS     геsui+.S  that
Would  fоl1oW  а  ргепаtuге   Sеizuге   of  роWег.

PJekhanov    Went     dom     t,o  defeat   in  1917,   Ьut,  what  Was   it
t,hаt     tгiumрhеd,     and     Г.oW?     The     ВОlshеViks,   led  Ьу  Lenin  а,пd  ,
Тгоtskii   t,Ооk  рбWег   in  What    t,hеу    hailed  aS  а,  socialist  геvо-
lutiОп.   MuCh     of     the  politiCally  active  ргоlеt`агiаt  ПО    dohЬt
ShаI.еd  this  аssеssmепt.   AS  fОг  t,hе  реаSапts,   they    had     fОгсе-
fully    саггiеd    out,    а    dist,гiЬutiОп    of  the  land  аmОп8    thеm-
sеlvеs,   а     movеmепt,     thа,t     t,hе       BOlsheviks  епdОгsеd.   НоWеvег,
the    BolsheVik  Slogan  "Lапd  to  the  реаsапt,s!"  сопtга,diсtэd  the
аgгагiап  р1а,пk  of  t,hеiг  рагtу'S    ргоgгаm.   1п  1917  Lenin  viгtu-
а11У    арргоргiаtеd    the    а,gга,гiап    ргоgгаm    of    the     sOCialist
RеvоJ.ut,iопа.гiеS,     as  а  "у    of    aligning    t,hе     BOlsheviks  with
t,hе  реаSапts'   mоst,   immеdiа,tе  dеmапds.

The  аgга.гiап  гtvсі1utiоп     of  1917    WaS   ОЬjеСt,ivеlу  а  ЬОuг-
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geois  реvolutloп:   1t  сопv8гt,еd  mа8sеs  of  гuгdl  р©Ор1е    Who  had
роsSеssеd  по  lаПd  iпt,О  ргорегt,у  holdегs,   Ор  реор1е  Wit,h  iпsuf-
fiсiепt,  land  into  mОге  viа,Ьlе  hоldегS  t.hап  Ьеfоге.   Such  ап  аg-
гагiап  геvolutiоп  had  l1t,tlе  ог  nothing  in  commOn  wi+.h  Lепiп'8
coneeptiOn  of   sОсiаlism.   HoW  а  8оvегПmеПt,  соmmitt,еd     to  family
fагmiпg     (withiп  а  соmmuпа,1  сопt.ехt)   WгсLS  а  рuZZ1е     with     Whieh
t,hе  Soviet  геgiпе  would  have  to  gгарр1е  ,іgаiп,апd  аgаiп.

Еа,гliег  in  his  сагеег     (Ьut  not   1п     1905  -1906  ог  1917),
Plekhanov  had  floated  the  idеа,  thа,t  the  оvегthгоw  of  аu+.осгасу
might  t,гiggег  SOcialist  геvolutiОп  in  the  wеst,  а,пd  that  might
fа.еilit,а,t,е    а  swift  t,гапSit,iоп  t,o  sосiаli§m  in  Russiа.   1п  1917
Lenin  а,пd  Тгоtskii  Ьоth  Ьа,пkеd    heavily  оп  just  Such  ап  оссuг-
геLОе  aS   t,hе  mеа,ПS   to   offset  Russiа's   sОС`o-еООПоmiС  ЬаГ?kwагd-
ПеsS.      ТhеУ  COuld  поt,   imаgiПе  t,hаt,     а,     SOCialist  govегmеПt,   iГ.
Ьа,сkwагd  Russia  could  еііduге,   much  leSs   gс`   Оп  t,о  Ьuild     а     so-
сiа1ist  огdег.   Nеvегthе1еSs,   t,hеу  Chose  to  take     роWег,   hОрiп8
thаt,  thеiг  геvolut,iОп  Would  iпsрiге  the  рго1еt,агiапs   in  Сегmа,-
пу  and  еlsеWhеге  to  ovегthгоW  t,hеiг  гulегS;   and    the  sосiа1ist
ге8imеs     thа.t,  Would  I.isе  could  Ьэ  depended  upon  t,o  help  Soviet
Russia  сгеаt.с  а   socialist   Sосiеt,у.     The  BOlsheviks   gаmЬ1еd  fог
high   st,аkеS,   Ьut,  they  lоSt.Тhе  ргоЬlеm  of  Socialist  govегпmепt
facing  а  1агgе1у  поп-sОсiа1ist,    Ог  even    апti-sОсiа1ist,    рорu-
lation  t,hеп  Ьесаmе  mОге  асutе.

Аftег     t,hе     Civil     Wаг,     in  огdег  to  геst,оге  аgгiсultuга`1.
ргоduсtiсtп,   Lenin    fеl+.    соmрзilеd  t,О  сопs6dе  to  t,hе  реаsапtз,
yielding  to  them  оог,tгоl  of  t,hеiг  епtегргisеs  and  the  disposal
of  thеiг  ргоduСt.Lаtег,  stalin  Wgnt  Оп  the  оffепsivе,  violепt~
1у    fОгсiпg  t,hгоugh  the  .оllесt,ivizаt,iоп  of  аgгiсultuгэ.     Тh19
соuпt,ег-геvоlutiОпагу    mеаsuге    nullified    whэ,t    waS    fоі.    t,hе
реаgа!іt,s     t,hе  hiзt,Огiс  achievement  of  1917.   These  ро8t-геvоlu-
tiопагу  d6vе1орпепts    са,ппоt    Ьut    геmlпd    us    of    Рlеkhапоv's
апа1уsis    and    геfut,а,tiоп  of    the    пагоdпik    ргоgгаm.     Т.еп1п's
С;ОПсеssiОП  to  the     Реа.8аПtгУ    герге3`:-:tеd     the     imрегаtivе     of
а,    ра,гtу    Which  had  taken  роWег  in  а  i€ігgеlУ  реаsапt-suррсгt,Е,,d
геvolі`` iоП  to  зdорt  а  ргс;gгаm  ооп8Опапt  W1t,h  Реа,sапt.
iпtегеsts .
stа1iг,'s     геvсtlutloп  iпvt`lvеd  the  dе§роtiс  1піроsitiоп    upon  а,п
uПwilliпg  рорulаtiОП  of  а  ргоgгаm  gtemmlhg    fгоm  аП  iпflехiЬlе
applioation  of   idеоlоgу.     Тh6  8о-са11еd  command  аdmiпist,гаtivе
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sУ§tеm,   §ееП  ЬУ  mаПУ  as  the  гооt,  of  the  soviet  Сгisis,   iП  t,hа+u
sane  totа,lit,агiап    огdег    thа,t    stalin    егесtеd  а,s  а  песеssагу
асоопрап1mепt  of  this  сгuс1аl  st,ер.

It    tuгпs    оut.    that    thеге    1s    по'  Sinple  апSWег  to  the
quеst,iоп:   "Wаs    Р1еkhапоv'§  аlt,егпаtivе    Ьеtt,ег    thагі    Lепiп's
Wау?''  1п  t,hе  1oпg  tегп,    thаt,  is  fгоп  t,hе  ргеsепt~dа:r  регsрео-
tivе,    Рlеkhапоv'§    аltегпаtivе  арреагs  distiпсt,lу  рреfегаЬlе.
But  hls  аltегпаtlvе  Was    not    а    live    option  in  the  tul`Ьulепt
геvоlut,iопа,I`у  condltiOns  of  1917.   Не  ms  defeated  in  the  ро11-
tical  агепа  Ьу  Lenin  and  Тгоtskii,    Who  гесоgпizеd  t,hа,t  1t  tms
1mроssiЬlе  to  yoke  а,  сlа,ss-сопsсiоus  ргоlеtагiаt  With    а,  ЪОuг-
8еоisiе  iП    а    "ЬОuг8еоis"    геvоlutiОП    of    the    еа,гilег    West
Еuгореап    kiпd.    Fог    his    ра,гt,  Р1еkhапоv  m§  по  less  оегtаiп
thаt`  it  would  Ье  1mроSslЬ1е    to    unite    the    ргоlеtа,гiаt    Wit,h
а,    ''Ьасkwагdt'  реа§а.пtгу  1п  а,  genuinely    sОеiа1ist    геvolutloп.
It  was  imроsslЬlе,hе  Ьеl1еvеd,  to  violаt,е  the  lаw§  of  hlstОгу,
and    still  suceeed  in  Ьuildiпg  а  sос1аl1st  Огdег  WОгthу  of  t,пе
па,пе.     Each    side  gгаsреd  рагt  of  t,hе  tгuth,  пеlt,hег  the  Whole
t,гuth,    а,Ьоut    а    gгеа,t  hist,огiса,l  event  ргеgпапt  wit,h  оопt,ЬаL
diоt,iОпs.


