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Samuel H. Baron

PLEKHANOV IN WAR AND REVOLUTION, 1914-17*

Despite the fact that the views of Georgii Valentinovich Plekhanov
(1856-1918) on the World War cannot be studied in his voluminous col-
lected works — the editor abruptly terminated the edition with an article
Plekhanov published on the eve of the war’s outbreak! — his position is
broadly familiar to students of Russian and international socialism.
Thanks to his substantial published writings from September 1914 to
March 1917 scattered through the press of at least five countries, a two-
volume collection of his articles and speeches for the remainder of 1917,
and several brief secondary accounts, it is possible to trace Plekhanov’s
wartime outlook.? By contrast, little is known of his political initiatives,
associations and conflicts during the war years. A considerable share of his
correspondence and other personal papers — the kind of material likely to
illuminate these aspects — has been printed by the Dom Plekhanova, the
Leningrad repository that holds almost all of them.? But, as with the

* 1am grateful to the University Research Council of the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, for support that made this work possible.

1 G. V. Plekhanov, Sochineniia, ed. by D. Riazanov (24 vols; Moscow, 1923-27). The last
article reproduced (XIX, pp. 529-37) had appeared in the newspaper Edinstvo (St
Petersburg) on June 29, 1914 (OS).

2 Some of his writings from July 1914 to March 1917 will be cited in subsequent notes.
For his articles from April 1917 to January 1918, see G. V. Plekhanov, God na rodine (2
vols: Paris, 1921). To date, no one has fully utilized all these materials. Secondary
accounts include V. Vaganian, G. V. Plekhanov (Moscow, 1924), pp. 664-77; S. H. Baron,
Plekhanov: The Father of Russian Marxism (Stanford, 1963), ch. 16; M. Iovchuk and I.
Kurbatova, Plekhanov (Moscow, 1977), pp. 307-15. A brief consideration from the
Menshevik-Internationalist perspective is B. Dvinov, Pervaia mirovaia voina i rossiiskaia
sotsial-demokratiia [Inter-University Project on the History of the Menshevik Move-
ment, Paper No 10] (New York, 1962), pp. 67-78 and passim. A recent, not especially
successful, attempt at a revisionist interpretation is E. Belfer, “Plekhanov and the First
World War”, in: Slavic and Soviet Series (Tel Aviv), IIT (1978), pp. 48-57.

3 Literaturnoe nasledie G. V. Plekhanova (8 vols; Moscow, 1934-40); Filosofsko-litera-
turnoe nasledie G. V. Plekhanova (3 vols; Moscow, 1973-74). Before the establishment of
the Dom Plekhanova, P. A. Berlin, V. S. Voitinskii and B. I. Nikolaevskii brought out the
valuable two-volume Perepiska G. V. Plekhanova i P. B. Aksel'roda (Moscow, 1925).
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collected works, what has been published does not extend beyond the
coming of the war. The documents presented here are of considerable
interest because they are virtually the first Plekhanov papers for the war
years to appear in print.

In 1914-17, Plekhanov had two consuming, though somewhat con-
tradictory, passions. On one hand, he turned away from the momentous
drama enveloping Europe to apply himself with scholarly zeal to the
composition of his multi-volume History of Russian Social Thought. The
first volume had appeared in June 1914, and he completed two more
before the end of 1916. On the other hand — and it is this side of his activity
that these documents bring into focus — he strove through persistent and
wide-ranging political and propagandistic activity to secure and sustain
support for the Entente, whose cause he embraced at the very commence-
ment of the war. He had already outlined his views in the Kadet newspaper
Rech’in St Petersburg and in the British Social Democratic organJustice in
London, when on October 11, 1914, he made his first wartime speech, to a
group of Russian socialists in Lausanne (No 1).4

There, he denounced Germany, the state he held responsible for the war,
and the German Social Democrats, who, he charged, had betrayed their
commitments to the International by supporting their government’s
imperialist policy. He approved the behavior of the French socialists,
whose legitimate concern for the defense of their country against aggres-
sion justified the entry of several of their leaders into the war cabinet.
Somewhat discordantly. he also endorsed the stance of the Russian Social
Democratic fraction in the Duma, which had voted against war credits for
France’s Eastern ally. Plekhanov continued throughout the war to hold in
high regard the socialist participants in the Union Sacrée, and through his
close connections with Jules Guesde and some of his associates he
endeavored to enhance the prestige and influence of the Russian
“defensists”. Toward Germany he became ever more implacable, hailing
its defeats, deploring its victories, and “exposing” its rapacity week in and
week out. Intensely mistrustful of the Teutonic foe, he readily charac-
terized such events as the Easter rebellion in Ireland and the wartime
movements for independence of Russia’s subject nationalities as nothing
more than German machinations. He scoffed at declarations of the
majority German Social Democrats that they favored a just peace, dis-
counted the importance of the opposition to that majority, and warned
against even exploring peace initiatives from the German government or

* The letter to Rech’ — it is dated September 30 (17), 1914 — is reprinted in Golos (Paris),
October 28, 1914. The letter printed in the Justice number of October 15 is reprinted in
Golos, October 25.
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anyone else, so long as German soldiers remained camped on the soil of
others. Needless to say, he was hostile to the Zimmerwald movement from
its beginning.

Having fought so long against the Tsarist government, Plekhanov was
incapable of springing suddenly to the defense of Russia. However, con-
vinced from the beginning that a Russian defeat by Germany would surely
work to the disadvantage of the Russian proletariat, before long he argued
that the working class had “the right and the obligation” to defend the
country. By mid 1915, he reversed his earlier stance on war credits and, in
an open letter, urged one of the Social Democratic members of the Duma,
A. V. Bur’ianov, to vote for them: to vote negatively would be a “betrayal”
of the people, he declared, and to abstain “cowardice”.” Not surprisingly,
Plekhanov favored working-class participation in the War Industries
Committees that were established to spur the production of material es-
sential for the war effort. But he went even farther, and in a public letter to
the “conscious members of the working population of Russia” warned that
labor disturbances in the rear of Russia’s fighting forces were tantamount
to treason.® True, he also spoke of national defense as the highroad to the
attainment of liberty, but clearly the struggle for liberty was to be post-
poned until after the war had been won.

Plekhanov developed his views for a Russian social-democratic public
which, already seriously divided before mid 1914, split deeply along new
lines with the coming of the war. Lenin, who was present at Plekhanov’s
Lausanne speech, attacked him immediately afterward, and followed up a
few days later with a more extended critique and condemnation. To Ple-
khanov’s position he forcefully opposed his own: Russia’s defeat was to be
hoped for — it was the lesser evil and would serve as the prelude to
revolution. Thereafter he seldom let pass an opportunity to castigate his
one-time mentor for, among other things, “monstrous Jesuitism, hypocrisy,
and prostitution of socialism™!? However, it was not so much Lenin, whose
defeatist views enjoyed little support for some time, as the internationalist

® His letter to Bur’ianov, dated July 22, 1915, was printed in Rech’, September 14, 1915;
reprinted in Nashe Slovo (Paris), October 9, in Sovremennyi Mir, 1915, No 10, pp.
200-01, and in Prizyv, No 17 (January 22, 1916).

6 The letter, K soznatelI'nomu trudiashchemusia naseleniiu Rossii (Paris, September 10
1915), written by Plekhanov, and signed by eleven others, stemmed from the meeting in
September that led to the publication of the defensist Paris newspaper Prizyv. Cf. note
120.

7 Lenin’s speech of October 13 is reported in Golos, October 25 and 27. The quoted
characterization, in which he coupled Plekhanov with Karl Kautsky, is from a brochure
he wrote in the summer of 1915, “Krakh Il Internatsionala”, in Polnoe Sobranie
Sochineniia (55 vols; Moscow, 1960-65), XXVI, p. 215.
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Mensheviks and their ex-Bolshevik allies who were to be Plekhanov’s
principal adversaries during the war, and vice versa. The internationalists,
who numbered among their leaders Iu. O. Martov, L. D. Trotskii, D. Z.
Manuilskii, V. A. Antonov-Ovseenko, A. S. Martynov, F. I. Dan, A. V.
Lunacharskii, M. N. Pokrovskii, A. M. Kollontai and A. I. Balabanova.,
regarded the war as an imperialist conflict for which all the great powers
were responsible, and hoped to end it quickly by international socialist
action for peace. Most of them were grouped in and around the newly
created, Paris-based newspaper Golos (and its successor Nashe Slovo).8
Martov voiced the fear that Plekhanov’s position “must produce the
most demoralizing effect upon the Russian public”; and so, as Martynov
wrote, “at the beginning of the war, all the attention and efforts of the
internationalists were naturally directed toward one goal — the struggle
with the social-patriotic epidemic.”® Golos / Nashe Slovo devoted an ex-
traordinary amount of attention to reporting, refuting and denouncing
Plekhanov’s views. They lashed Plekhanov with charges that he had
betrayed Marxism, abandoned socialism, and was the Russian counterpart
to that German “social-chauvinist” par excellence, Albert Siidekum. The
campaign had just begun when he felt compelled to reply to “the imbecile
Golos” (No 2) and its complement, as he subsequently called them, of
“idiots”, “reptiles”, and “foulmouths”. His response, the pamphlet “On the
War™,'% was published in Paris before the end of 1914. It was an
amplification and justification of his outlook for one thing, but, charac-
teristically, it had another aim as well. It was written in the form of a letter
to an unidentified Bulgarian comrade (Dr Zakhari Petrov), through whom
Plekhanov hoped to persuade the Bulgarian socialists to adopt and act in
accordance with his viewpoint. Later, he sorrowfully noted that they opted
instead for neutrality.!! Similarly, through an interview with the paper 1/
Lavoro, he attempted to win the Italian socialists to a pro-Entente position,
but again in vain.'> Meanwhile, the appearance of his essay — it was also

® A useful work on the two newspapers is Michael E. Shaw, “The Nashe Slovo Group
and Russian Social Democracy During World War 1" (unpublished doctoral dissertation,
Indiana University, 1975).

? Pi'ma P. B. Aksel'roda i Iu. O. Martova. ed. by F. Dan, B. Nikolaevskii and L.
Tsederbaum-Dan (Berlin, 1924), p. 305: A. S. Martynov, “Ot abstraktsii k konkretnoi
deistviteI'nosti”, in: Nashe Slovo, September 15, 1915.

19°G. V. Plekhanov, O voine. Otvet tovarishchu Z.P. (Paris, 1914). A second edition
(Petrograd. 1915) also contained Plekhanov’s contribution “Eshche o voine” published in
the collection Voina. Sbornik statei (Paris, 1915).

"1 1d,, La Social-Démocratie et la Guerre (Paris, 1916). p- 1. This brochure is the French
translation of his letter to Petrov, with a new preface dated November 1916,

'2 The interview was printed in Il Lavoro (Genoa), January 24, 1915, and reprinted in
Nashe Slovo, February 2-3. Plekhanov later urged the American socialists to favor war
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published in Petrograd early in 1915 — provided the occasion for a new
round of fierce attacks on him in Nashe Slovo and elsewhere.

Something of the kind marked each new initiative or pronouncement on
his part relative to the Entente cause, the Russian war effort or the
obligations of Russia’s proletariat. Contrariwise, his stand found favor
with figures like the Kadet leader P. N. Miliukov, and even with rightists.
High government officials, including Tsar Nicholas, were so positively
impressed by the content and tone of Plekhanov’s above-mentioned open
letter to Bur’ianov, according to O. Tsekhnovitser, that they secretly sub-
sidized the printing of one million brochures in which it was included, for
distribution to industrial workers.!? Plekhanov went far beyond the
bounds of defensism as it was articulated by others, in the judgment of
B. Dvinov, to constitute, along with defeatism, internationalism and
defensism, a fourth — a “patriotic” — socialist perspective on the war.' The
observation of L. Lande that Plekhanov and his followers in 1917 consid-
ered “winning the war not just the main but the sole task of the moment”
certainly holds for the preceding years too.!”

Standing well to the right of a large majority of his former collaborators,
he could have none but hostile relations with them; even such disciples as
Charles Rappoport, Angelica Balabanova and Alexandra Kollontai
deserted him. Early in 1915 his relations with Edinstvo, a non-factional
organization of Social Democrats devoted to party unification, were
ruptured, despite his earnest pleas for a continuing association, not-
withstanding sharp differences on the war (No 3). Later that year, Maxim
Gor’kii’s new journal Letopis’ printed a derisive letter likening the father of
Russian Marxism in some respects to Dostoevsky’s Smerdiakov, and
skewering him for calling “upon the workers to support the government in
the Duma, to bear patiently the abuse and exploitation of the factory
owners, to forget about themselves and think only of victory over the
Germans™.16

After the revolution, L. G. Deich ruefully acknowledged (with some

credits as a way to oppose German imperialism. See Svobodnoe Slovo (New York), 1916,
p- 523.

13- 0. Tsekhnovitser, Literatura i mirovaia voina 1914-1918 (Moscow, 1938), pp. 214-17.
The brochure (A. Panov, Rabochii narod i voina (Petrograd, n.d.)) began with Ple-
khanov’s letter, and then went on to elaborate the following sentence included in it: “If
Germany should succeed in fastening a yoke on Russia’s neck, the Russian proletariat
would suffer most of all.” )

'* Dvinov, Pervaia mirovaia voina, op. cit., p. 7.

15 L. Lande, “The Mensheviks in 1917”, in: The Mensheviks. From the Revolution to the
Second World War, ed..by L. Haimson (Chicago, 1974), pp. 7-8.

16 “Nuzhno li ubezhdeniia?”, in: Letopis’, December 1915, pp. 323-28.
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hyperbole) that his old comrade Plekhanov had been practically alone in
the emigration on the war question.!” Nevertheless, he was determined to
be politically effective, and so sought to draw like-minded individuals into
collaboration. In the spring of 1915, he yoked a number of Edinstvo
members who remained loyal to him (Deich, L. I. Aksel'rod, P. Dnev-
nitskii, M. Ol'gin, A. Liubimov and K. Kakheli) together with the former
Bolshevik and active defensist G. A. Aleksinskii in the publication of a
collection of articles, entitled “The War™.'® The effort was surely deemed
worthwhile, for other actions of the kind followed. In a meeting in Geneva
in early September, Plekhanov, Aleksinskii and a number of other Social
Democrats and a group of Socialist Revolutionary defensists decided to
unite their forces and begin publishing a weekly newspaper Prizyv in Paris.
In addition to Plekhanov and Aleksinskii, the editorial board included
such Socialist Revolutionary leaders as N. D. Avksent’ev, A. A. Argunov
and 1. I. Bunakov (Fundaminskii). The paper began publication on
October 1, 1915, and had produced sixty numbers when it closed down in
March 1917. The greater part of Plekhanov’s political writings from the
outbreak of the war to the March upheaval, some eighteen items, appeared
in Prizyv. At the same time, anxious to gain the widest currency for his
views, he also contributed frequently to Sovremennyi Mir, edited by N. I.
lordanskii in Petrograd, and to Svobodnoe Slovo, which Deich began
bringing out in New York in the last months of 1915. In addition, he eager-
ly canvassed the possibility of participation in other publishing enterprises.

The collaborators in Prizyv acknowledged at the outset that they differed
on many matters, but agreed to submerge their differences in order to help
frustrate Germany’s aggressive designs. In fact, disagreements between
Plekhanov and some of the others did surface on such varied matters as
relations to certain policies of the French socialists, the attitude toward the
Progressive Bloc in the Duma, and to the peace initiatives launched in late
1916 (Nos 9, 10, 16). Most dramatic was the public revelation early in 1916
of sharp differences on the question of voting new war credits, with Avk-
sent’ev opting for abstention, a course of action that Plekhanov had earlier
indicted in his open letter to Bur’ianov. Late in 1916 a serious dispute arose
over Aleksinskii’s continued collaboration, with Plekhanov in support and
the other editors opposed.

As an editor of Prizyv, Plekhanov’s role was limited by the fact that he
then resided in Switzerland or Italy while the paper was edited and

'" Replika Deicha, Plekhanov Archive, Box 2, Internationaal Instituut voor Sociale
Geschiedenis, Amsterdam.

'® Voina, op. cit. Cf. A. E. Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland 1914-1917
(Madison, Wis., 1971), pp. 103-05.
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published in Paris. Nevertheless, as these documents show, he took a fairly
active part in the paper’s affairs. Especially remarkable is the unusual
flexibility and tact he displayed in relations with his colleagues. He
repressed the haughty ‘and domineering qualities for which he was well
known, refrained from issuing ultimata, and willingly submitted to group
discipline when he was outvoted. He so behaved for the sake of effectively
advancing Prizyv’s primary objective. Moreover, he wished to avoid new
splits like the plague, and not just for the obvious reasons; he harboured
the illusion that Prizyv was destined to play an important part in the
conclusion of the peace and after, and would serve as’a rallying point for
the unification of all Russian socialist forces (No 16). He had strenuously
fought for the unification of the Social Democratic Party in the pre-war
years, and he remained doggedly committed to that goal, but now he went
a step farther. Plekhanov’s involvement in Prizyv led him to think in terms
of a broader grouping: he expressed interest in a coalition of Social
Democrats and Trudoviks in the Duma (No 6). And, after the overthrow of
Tsarism, the first article he wrote for the new Edinstvo called for the union
of Social Democrats and Socialist Revolutionaries who held similar

views.! Clearly, purity of doctrine was no longer as important to him as it
had earlier been.

Prominent among the matters illuminated by these documents is Ple-
khanov’s relationship with Aleksinskii (1879-1967). A man twenty-three
years Plekhanov’s junior, Aleksinskii affiliated with the Bolsheviks in 1905.
He represented that group in the Second Duma, but broke with Lenin in
1907. In the following year, along with Gor'kii, Lunacharskii, Pokrovskii
and Manuilskii, he formed the Vpered group. With the outbreak of the war,
Aleksinskii immediately and passionately made the Russian cause his own.
He lectured widely in France and Switzerland, wrote many articles and a
book, La Russie et la Guerre, and began in August 1915 to publish a
newspaper Rossiia i Svoboda. He was, in short, “the most active defensist in
the emigration”.2® Aleksinskii’s publicistic activity was notorious for its
persistent efforts to blacken the reputation of those whose views on the
war were at odds with his own. It was he who first accused Alexander
Helphand-Parvus (correctly as it turned out) of being an agent of the
German Imperial government. He insinuated that the internationalist — he
preferred the term Germanophile — Golos / Nashe Slovo was subsidized by

19 “K ob”edineniiu sotsialisticheskikh partii”, in: Edinstvo, March 29, 1917.

20 Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland, op. cit., p. 19 and ch. 8. See also Senn’s
“The Politics of Golos and Nashe Slove”, in: International Review of Social History, XVII
(1972), pp. 675-704.
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German funds, and attempted to implicate Christian Rakovski and
Trotskii. He also tried to link the Bolsheviks with Austro-Turkish-German
efforts to subvert the Russian Empire.2!

Plekhanov first encountered Aleksinskii in 1907 at the London Congress
of the RSDRP, where, quite gratuitously, he disparaged the younger man'’s
abilities as a Duma representative and a theoretician.?? Their paths may
have crossed once or twice thereafter, but it was the war that almost
inevitably brought together the most prominent and most active defensists
in the emigration. In La Russie et la Guerre, Aleksinskii cited with approval
Plekhanov’s pronouncements on the war, while lambasting both the
defeatists and the internationalists.2? He further ingratiated himself by
observing in his article in the collaborative volume “The War” that the
social-democratic organizations which the Nashe Slovo group (falsely)
depicted as the majority were united only in opposition to Plekhanov’s
views,?* and he subsequently defended Plekhanov against an attack by
Gor’kii.* In the correspondence between them that began in mid 1915,
Plekhanov became increasingly cordial, reciprocating the compliments
addressed to him with repeated praise of Aleksinskii’s literary and publi-
cistic talents. (His estimate of Aleksinskii's theoretical powers may not have
changed appreciably, but now they were on the same side, and Plekhanov
especially valued Aleksinskii’s uncommon energy in their common cause.)
When Aleksinskii’s Rossiia i Svoboda appeared, Plekhanov was listed as a
collaborator, and the third number reprinted his letter to the conscious
members of the working population of Russia. When in September 1915
they met alone for the first time, according to Aleksinskii, Plekhanov told
him how important his efforts were, promised his “moral support” and
embraced him.

Aleksinskii’s notes on this interview with Plekhanov are especially in-
triguing (No 5). In a moment of prescience, Plekhanov confided his
opinion that Lenin “had seized upon the war, as the only means by which
to achieve his goals. Had the war not erupted, [. . .] he would probably have
- been condemned and expelled from the Socialist International” because of
his “disruptive role in the Russian labor movement” and presumably been
_ politically ruined. In earlier correspondence between the two, Plekhanov

- 21 Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland, pp. 66, 106-07; G. A. Alexinsky, La

- Russie et 1a Guerre (Paris, 1915), pp. 240-51; id., “O provokatsii”, in: Sovremennyi Mir,

1915, No 3, pp. 50-64; id.. “Zaiavlenie”, in: Nashe Slovo, April 25.

22 Piatyi (Londonskii) s”ezd RSDRP, Aprel’-Mai 1907 goda. Protokoly (Moscow, 1963),
p. 44, 267.

?3 Alexinsky, La Russie et la Guerre, pp- 218-20, 304-05.

2 1d., “S kem bol'shinstvo”, in: Voina, pp. 97-98.

% 1d. to Gor'kii (first half of 1916), Bakhmeteff Archive, Columbia University.
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had encouraged Aleksinskii in his work of exposing Parvus, and also any
figures in the Russian movement who, wittingly or not, rendered service to
the German.cause (No 4). He was quite prepared to entertain the idea that
Lenin and his followers received subsidies from the Germans, who, after
all, had more reason to regard Bolshevik defeatism as an asset than Lenin
to envisage a German victory as a powerful impetus to the fulfillment of his
aims. Plekhanov’s support of Aleksinskii, a sometime practitioner of in-
nuendo and outright slander, may appear the opposite of moral. He did
urge Aleksinskii to use his sources critically, but on the other hand he
himself had exhibited a penchant for defamation in the past.26

Their association could prove troublesome. Plekhanov was content to
remain in the shadows while Aleksinskii carried forward his “exposés”, but
this tactic was not easy to carry off. Aleksinskii’s insinuations with regard to
Trotskii provoked the latter to ask publicly whether Plekhanov associated
himself with these “slanders”,?” but brought no response. When two
groups of journalists of the bourgeois press in Paris condemned Aleksinskii
for making unfounded accusations of pro-German sympathies against one
of their Russian colleagues, Nashe Slovo taunted Plekhanov and his Prizyv
colleagues to say where they stood on the matter, but received in reply only
an embarrassed silence.?® Difficulties with Aleksinskii came to a head
toward the end of 1916, in connection with plans to establish a new
Petrograd daily, to be called Russkaia Volia. Agents for the new
venture, which was to be supportive of the war, invited Plekhanov and
Aleksinskii to collaborate and they were inclined to do so. But suspicions
soon arose (they were well-based) that the paper was the brainchild of A.
D. Protopopov, the Octobrist leader who became Minister of the Interior in
September 1916, and had the financial backing of leading banks and
industrial concerns. Plekhanov felt compelled to withdraw, though he was
remarkably reluctant to cast stones. He advised Aleksinskii to retire as well,
but to no avail. Aleksinskii’s refusal precipitated a crisis in Prizyv — Ple-
khanov tried in vain to forestall it — that ended with the ouster of
Aleksinskii from the editorial board (Nos 14, 16). Relations between Ple-
khanov and Aleksinskii were not severed, however, and after the March
revolution the latter left Russkaia Volia and began to collaborate with
Plekhanov’s Petrograd paper, the new Edinstvo.29

26 Tt was Plekhanov’s tragedy, Dan, Martov and Martynov had written in 1912, and not
without some reason, that he combined “a mind worthy of Chernyshevskii and the soul of
a Don Basilio” — the crafty, conniving specialist in calumny of The Barber of Seville.
Otkrytoe pis’mo Aksel’rodu i Zasulich (Paris, 1912), p. 7.

27 L. Trotskii, “Otkrytoe Pis’mo T. Plekhanovu”, in: Nashe Slovo, July 18, 1915.

28 Nashe Slovo, September 9-12, 1916.

®® An announcement to this effect appeared in Edinstvo, April 13, 1917.
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The overthrow of the Tsarist government upset Plekhanov’s basic cal-
culations, although in a way he foresaw the event. While he counseled the
workers for the sake of the national defense to show forebearance and
defer settling scores with the government and the propertied classes, he
recognized that these latter forces showed little restraint in their dealings
with labor. As in the course of the war years the material conditions of
the workers deteriorated, they were less and less inclined to mute their
grievances. This state of affairs was even reflected in the War Industries
Committees, whose labor representatives were most willing to co-operate
in the war effort. By late January 1917 (OS), under pressure from the rank
and file, the members of the Central War Industries Committee passed a
resolution calling for the convocation of a constituent assembly.3 They
were promptly arrested. Plekhanov was unaware of what had provoked the
arrests, but he noted the fact with chagrin, and was apprehensive that
actions of the kind might bring on a “catastrophe” (No 17). Though it
would be unwarranted to see a direct connection, in fact the fall of the
government came only some three weeks later.

Plekhanov and his wife arrived in Petrograd a month after the fall of the
Imperial regime. The enthusiastic reception he was given is mirrored in a
letter R. M. Plekhanova sent to their daughters two months later, describ-
ing with pride his speeches to large crowds, the wide interest in consulting
him, and the “success” of his newspaper Edinstvo (No 18). He is, she
asserts, “the spiritual leader of a large part of our people”, and “the
attention of all Russia is turned toward him”. But a darker note is detect-
ible in the same letter. Significantly, the couple was residing not in the
capital, the nerve center of the revolution, but some distance away in
Tsarskoe Selo. His wife reported that Plekhanov had refused a ministerial
post, but neglected to relate the surrounding circumstances. Several
Ministers in the first Provisional Government cabinet hoped to find useful
allies among the socialists returning from exile, one of their number,
Miliukov, reported, and “were holding the Ministry of Labor for Ple-

~khanov”. When he arrived they changed their minds, he continued, for “we

immediately saw that here was the past not the present”.3! He was invited

~ to become a member of the Executive Committee of the Petrograd Soviet,

but when as a condition of acceptance he demanded a second seat for the

% Dvinov, Pervaia mirovaia voina, p. 145, and the more recent, informative, article by L.
H. Siegelbaum, “The Workers’ Groups and the War-Industries Committees: Who Used
Whom?”, in: Russian Review, XXXIX (1980), pp. 150-80.

3 P.N. Miliukov, Political Memoirs 1905-1917, ed. by A. P. Mendel (Ann Arbor, Mich.,

- 11967), p. 444,
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Edinstvo group, the Committee vetoed his demand by a narrow margin.3?
Plekhanov’s entry into the cabinet as Minister of Labor was canvassed
again after the May crisis that resulted in the ouster of Miliukov. He would
accept only if the members of the Soviet Executive Committee named him,
but they refused to do so, no doubt having in mind his position in the
preceding years on the labor question.??

He could not have been deceived, as his wife may have been, by the
attention showered on him in the first weeks following their return,
could not but have recognized how unfavorable the climate was for his
views, which remained virtually the same as before the March revolution.
New shocks were not long in coming. Edinstvo took a strong interest in
electoral campaigns, but its candidates in the Moscow municipal elections
in June netted a mere two-tenths of one percent of the votes.3* In the eyes
of the Mensheviks, he and the Edinstvo group stood entirely outside the
party, and when in July 1917 invitations were sent to all social-democratic
groups to participate in a unification congress, none went to the zealous
proponent of unification and his group.?® Striving with might and main to
make his views prevail, Plekhanov produced a prodigious amount of writ-
ing for Edinstvo, and spoke to public meetings whenever he could; but his
impact was modest at best, and he was overwhelmed by events.

In a last letter, a moving human document, we see Plekhanov defeated,
his voice silenced, sick and dying, and subjected to the ultimate indignity
(No 19). A few days after the Bolshevik seizure of power, revolutionary
sailors and soldiers broke into his apartment in search of arms, took him for
a member of the hated bourgeoisie, and verbally abused and threatened
him. Not intimidated, Plekhanov asserted that he had fought for the people
and the revolution for forty years, but made no impression on the young
militants to whom the name Plekhanov meant nothing.?¢ His thoughts, as
conveyed by his wife, clearly show that he considered Leninism “a frightful
illness”, which would entail much suffering for Russia and its people.
Made apprehensive by the atmosphere in and around the capital — a little
later two ex-Ministers of the Provisional Government were slain in a

%2 Petrogradskii sovet rabochiikh i soldatskikh deputatov. Protokoly zasedanii ispol-
nite'nogo komiteta i biuro LK. (Moscow, Leningrad, 1925), p. 106.

33 V. Chernov, The Great Russian Revolution (New Haven, 1936), p. 206.

3 W. G. Rosenberg, Liberals in the Russian Revolution. The Constitutional Democratic
Party 1917-1921 (Princeton, 1974), p. 164.

% Lande, “The Mensheviks in 19177, loc. cit., pp. 7-8. For Plekhanov’s reaction, see his
article in Edinstvo, July 13, 1917, reprinted in God na rodine, 11, pp. 34-36.

% Something of the substance of these events was conveyed in Iu. Arzaev’s introduction
to God na rodine, I, pp. xlii-xliv, but the document on which his account was based here
appears in print for the first time.
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Petrograd hospital by a mob — early in January Rosaliia Markovna moved
her husband to a sanatorium in Finland, where he died on May 30, 1918.37

Without the bloodletting, devastation and disruption inflicted on Russia
by the World War, it is safe to say, there would have been no Bolshevik
Revolution. Recent research has demonstrated that, as Plekhanov charged,
the German government instigated the war as a means to fulfill its expan-
sionist ambitions.® Be that as it may, any Russian political figure who
linked his destiny to the support of what was an excruciatingly costly and,
as time went on, an immensely unpopular war was bound to be repudiated.
These circumstances go a long way to explaining how it came about that
the father of Russian Marxism found himself on the morrow of the Bol-
shevik revolution alone, harrassed, and politically impotent.

The documents presented here were found in three locations: No 1 in
the Okhrana Archive (XVIIb, Folder 2), Hoover Institution, Palo Alto,
California; No 2 in the Rappoport Archive, International Institute of
Social History; Nos 3-14 and 16 in the Aleksinskii Collection of the Bakh-
meteff Archive of Russian and East European History and Culture,
Columbia University, New York City; and Nos 15 and 17-19 in the Ple-
khanov Archive of the International Institute of Social History.?® Nos 1, 2,
4,5, 15, 18 and 19 are reproduced from the originals, Nos 3 and 17 from
handwritten copies, and Nos 6-14 and 16 from typewritten copies. The
spelling has been modernized. Spelling and grammatical errors have not
been corrected. Dates are given according to the Western calender, except
when otherwise indicated (OS).

. OKHRANA AGENT REPORT

CoBepilieHHO CEKPETHO bopno, 3/16 Hosbps 1914 r.

Ero IMPEBOCXOAUTENILCTBY
locnoanny dupektopy [denapramenta [Monuuuu

Hmero yecTs 1010%uTH BaueMy ITpeBocXoanTeNbLCTBY, 4TO N0 CBEIEHUSAM,
NoJy4eHHbIM OT areHTypsbl, B Jlozanne 11 Aprycra c.r., [Inexauos Bbi-

% R. M. Plekhanova, God na rodine, pp. 7-10, Plekhanov Archive, Box 12.

38 L. Albertini, The Origins of the War of 1914 (3 vols; Oxford, 1952-57); F. Fischer,
Germany’s Aims in the First World War (New York, 1967).

% 1 wish to express my appreciation to the administrations of these institutions for
permission to publish the materials that follow. I am also indebted to Anne Booth, Karin
Griffiths and Lydia Treml for assistance in transcribing some of the documents.
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CTynaj B 3aKpbITOM COOPaHUM COLHAII-IEMOKPATOB C J0KIA/I0M, O3arJjias-
NeHHbIM ,,BoiiHa u couman-aemMokparus’. 40

HNoxnan csoit [linexaHoB pa3jeyinil Ha [IBE€ 4aCTH: B NEPBOH 4acTHU OH
paccMOTpell MOJIOKEHUE [IBYX KPYNHEHIIMX COUMAIMCTHYECKMX TApTHH,
[epmanckoii 1 ®paHy3Cckol, — BTOpPYIO ke OH nocaTHil Poccuiickon
COLMAJI-IEMOKPATHYECKOH MapTHM W oOuiemMy B3IJis/ly Ha BOHMHY W ee
NnocaeJICTBHUA.

ToBops 0 B3auMooTHOWEHUsAX EBponelickoii counan-nemokpatuu, [Lie-
XaHOB NPHLLIET K TPYCTHOMY Ul HEFO BBIBOAY, YTO OCHOB COLIMAIMCTHYE-
ckoii 6opbObI M 3a00TBHI O €AMHCTBE LEJIEH, HHTEPOCOB W TOXKETaHHH,
HbIHE B MEX/1YHAPO/IHOM COLIHAJIN3IME HET.

[epmanckas couMasl-IeMoOKpaTHs, BOTHpPOBaB OrokeT 1A HacTyna-
TEJIbHOH BOHHBI, @ B TeYEHHWE TakoBOM, nmomaepxkusas [lpaBuTennbcTBO,
TE€M CaMbIM BbILILUIA U3 PSAAOB MEXIAYHAPOHOIO COLHAIM3MA.

KoneyHo ecTh HajeXaa, 4YTO B MHUPHOE BpeMsi OTKPOKTCA MHOTHE
HOBbIE (JAaKThI M MOTOMY MOKA €LIe HET OCHOBAHMM cunTaTh ['epMaHCKylo
COLIMAJI-JIEMOKPATUIO HEBUHHOIO, HO €€ OMNMOPTYHUCTHYECKAs MOJK/IaJaKa
cKa3zajach SICHO.

Kpome toro, IlnexaHoB oOBHHSUT I€pMAHCKYIO COLIHAJI-AEMOKPATHIO B
npeaaTe/ibCTBe

2 Aprycra B Ilapux npuObU1 yNOJHOMOYEHHBIH T€PMAHCKON COLIHAI-
neMokpatu ToB. Mwuiep u 3asBui (paHIly3CKUM COLMAIMCTAM, 4TO
HEMEIIKMEe TOBapHIIH BOTHPOBAThH BOEHHOTO Oro/keTa He OyayT — 4acTb
BO3JIEPXKUTCH, a Apyrasi, HAMOOJIbILIAs 4aCTh U BOBCE OTKaxXeTcs. 41

O/1HaKO, KaK M3BECTHO, HUYEro nMoA0OHOIo He MPOM3O0LUIO U MO3TOMY
[lnexaHoB roBOps O MOBEAEHUHU (PPAHUY3CKUX COIHATUCTOB ObUI CKIOHEH
BO BCEM MPHU3HATHh HX COBEPILEHHO IPABbIMH C COLMATTUCTHYECKON TOYKH
3pEHHUS.

[lnexaHoB 3asiBWI, 4TO MOJY4WI OT (paHIly3CKHX COLMAJIUCTOB, IO

4 The actual date was October 11. This document may be compared with a more
circumstantial first-hand report by L.K[iselev?] on Plekhanov’s speech in Golos, October
18 and 20, 1914, and with Lenin’s detailed notes on the presentation (Leninskii Sbornik,
XIV, pp. 124-31). The accounts differ in some significant respects. The Okhrana report is
misleading in some particulars, and must be used with caution.

41 Hugo Haase (1863-1919) gave some such assurances at a mass peace rally sponsored
by the International Socialist Bureau in Brussels on June 29, but his remarks at the closed
meetings of the ISB were ambiguous. So, too, was the statement of Hermann Miller
(1877-1931), when he came to Paris a few days later to confer with the French socialists.
There were divisions among the German Social Democrats, he indicated, but it was his
personal opinion that the party would not vote for war credits. M. Fainsod, International
Socialism and the War (Cambridge, Mass., 1935), pp. 23, 26-27; G. Haupt, Socialism and
the Great War. The Collapse of the Second International (Oxford, 1972), pp. 199, 208-13,
and the appended notes of the ISB meeting. The complexities of Miiller’s position at Paris
are examined closely in S. Miller, Burgfrieden und Klassenkampf. Die deutsche Sozial-
demokratie im ersten Weltkrieg (Diisseldorf, 1974), pp. 51-53.
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CEKpeTOM, coobitierne, OyaTo BCTynas B coctaB MuHMCTEPCTBA OHM TIO-
ctaBwin [paBuTenbCTBY ycnoBHe. 4TO Kak TONLKO HEMPUSTEILCKHE BOMCKa
OynyT BeiTecHenbl 13 npenenos ®panunn, [MpaBUTENLCTBO JOIKHO TOTYAC
X€ MPEKPATHTH BOWHY, He oOpaulas BHUMAHUS Ha no3opsiuii Gpannuio
IOTOBOP € PYCCKUM [LAPH3IMOM.

Ecnu ke npaBHTEIbCTBO HE NMPEKPATHT BOWHBI, TO COMMATMCTHYECKAS
napTHs OyneT cyuTaTh cebst BpaBe arHTHPOBaTh IPOTHB U MPENII TCTBOBATH
BCEMH MEPAMH ee MPOJA0/DKEHHIO, 42 KpoMe TOro BCTynasi B MUHUCTEPCTBO
(panuy3ckue counanucTel MMENH LEIBIO TAKXKe W HAOMIO/IeHHe 3a npaBu-
TENILCTBOM, /1a0bl OHO He NO/L1AT0Ch MOHAPXHYECKOMY BIHSHHIO, KOTOPOE
TENEPb I0CTATOYHO MOJIL3YETCH MONYISAPHOCTHIO BO DpanLuy.

Bee 3t coobpaxenns ¢ HeoOXOAMMOCTHIO OBOPOHBI ONPABABIBAKOT
dpaHuy3cKHX colmanucTos.

Onpasnas paniy3ckux ToBapHUIEH, 3a1IMIIAOLINX HCAIIbI PECTYOIMKH
H npasa, [liexanoB nociie nepepeiBa nepenen K pycCkuM.

Mocnennne no ero MHeHHIO He HyknaloTcs B ompasaaHuu. OHM MO-
CTYNUIH KAaK UCTHHHBIE COIMAJTUCTBI HE roJlocys 3a OIOIKEeT, MOTOMY 4TO
MOMHTHKA 1LAPCKOTO TPaBHTENLCTBA ocnabuna obopony crpansl. [lpm
pecyb/IMKaHCKOM NpaBHTENLCTBE CTPaHa MPOSBUIA Obl HE TOJIBLKO CKJIOH-
HOCTb K YIIOPHOMY CONPOTHRIEHHIOD, HO CBOMMH mnobdenamMu nomoria Obl
pecnybninkanckoi Mpanium, Yero Tenepb, KOHEYHO, HEb3s OXHAATH 1O
MHeHHUIo [lnexanona.

Bnpouem | .cobmocTu cebs™ pycckum ToBapuiiiaM ObLI0 Jiere NOTOMY,
4TO, Kak Bblpaswics ¢pauuysckuii conmanuct Cam6a*3 no nosoay no-
BEICHHA PYCCKOM CONMANI-AEMOKPATHH: , NATHIETHEH JIeBOYKE jierue cob-
JIFOCTH CBOKO HEBUHHOCTh, HEXEJIN B3POCION XKEHILIMHE .

Opatop Bbipaxan Hanex 1y, 4TO BOiHA NOBEIET K TOPXKECTBY COLMATA3MA
B Poccun motomy, 4To pycckne coumManucThl Nokas3anM, YTO OHH HECNIOCOD-
Hbl HH K CI€ITKaM C LAPCKUM TMPaBUTEILCTBOM, HU K ONNOPTYHUCTCKOM
TAKTHKE.

ITnexanoBy Bo3paxan JIeHnH. 44

ITpexne Bcero o 3asBwI, YTO ONpaBaHue KaKoii GbI TO HH GBLTO COlMA-
JIHICTHYECKOH NapTUM MHTEPECAMH 3allUThl OTCTAMBAHUS CBOEH HE3aBHCH-
MOCTH HEJIETKO, HOO y npoJsieTapus 0TeYecTBa HET.

2 The conditions the French socialists reportedly set for their entry into the cabinet are
not mentioned in the Golos report of Plekhanov’s speech. He may have been so informed
by his intimate friend Jules Guesde (1845-1922), who joined the cabinet as Minister
without Portfolio.

43 Marcel Sembat (1862-1922), another of the three French socialists who joined the war
cabinet in late August 1914. He became Minister of Public Works.

# Lenin’s immediate reply to Plekhanov’s speech is the subject of a report in Golos,
October 21. A more considerable statement on the war which he gave a few days later at
Lausanne is summarized ibid., October 25 and 27.
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Yto e KacaeTcsi 3TOW BOHHbI, B HACTHOCTH, TO OHA SIBJIIETCA pe3ylib-
TaTOM NOAUTHKH M3BOJILCKOrO, KOTOPLIH NOTHPasi PyKH 3adBWI: ,,c’est ma
guerre!” (,,9T0 Mos BoWHa™")!

[lapckoe mpaBUTENbLCTBO W (paHily3ckas Oypkya3usi TaBHO rOTOBWIH
3Ty BOMHY [UISi YNPOYEHUS CBOEH BIACTH W TOJbKO NYpakaM MOXET
ka3aTbhCs, OYATO ITa BOHWHA HEOOXOAMMA HApoJaM JUls WX CBOOOOHOTO
pa3BUTHS.

[Tponerapnar 10JKEH MOMHHTB W €0 BOXK/IU JIOJDKHBI €My HAaITOMHHAT,
YTO EJMHCTBEHHBIM OTBETOM Ha TNO3OPHYK TMOJMTHKY TMPaBUTEIbCTB
Hapckoro W Oypxya3HoOro J1I0/DkHA ObITh OpPraHu3anis KOMMYHbI M
convanbHoii pesomonnd B Poccun u ®panumn. |, Jla 3apaBcTByeT
pPOCCHHCKas COLMAIbHAS PEBOJIIOLMUS’ — 3AKOHYWIT OpaTop.

Cratckuit COBETHHUK
2. PLEKHANOV TO CHARLES RAPPOPORT

San Remo, ce 9 nov. 1914.
Mon cher Rappaport,*
Je vous envoie un manuscrit, réponse aux imbeciles qui m’attaquent a
cause de mon attachement pour la cause de la France et de ses alliés. 1l
s’agit de publier le plus vite cet article a Paris méme ou parait I'imbécile
«Golosy, qui méne une campagne contre moi.*® C’est le camarade Marec,
Libimoff, qui se charge de publier I'article.*” Vous connaissez I'adresse
de Lubimoff: 7, rue Campagne premiere, Paris. Je vous supplie de porter
I'article & Lubimoff et de ne le confier a personne. Vous me rendrez un
grand service. Je suis attaqué et je ne puis me défendre. Quand vous aurez
remis I'article & Lubimoff, écrivez-moi un mot la-dessus. J’attendrai de vos
nouvelles.

Ici, @ San Remo, pas un chat! L’année sera désastreuse. Ma pauvre

5 Charles Rappoport (1865-1941), a Russian socialist who emigrated to France and
became a prominent member of the French Socialist Party. Plekhanov rightly assumed
that Rappoport, his close collaborator and an editor of the pro-government La Guerre
Sociale, shared his views. Before the year was out, however, Rappoport denounced
Plekhanov for his defensist stance. See his “Istinno-russkii sotsializm B. Savinkova”, in:
Golos, December 15.

46 Plekhanov is here reacting to a series of scathing attacks upon him in Golos, Nos 33-38,
41 and 43 by Lenin, 1. Bezrabotnyi (Manuilskii), Martov and Voinov (Lunacharskii).

47 A 1. Liubimov, also known as Mark Z—r (1879-1919), was a founder of the Paris group
of “Bolshevik conciliators” (1911-14). A defensist, he became one of the editors of Prizyv
in 1915. The manuscript to which Plekhanov refers is the tract O voine, op. cit. Its
publication provoked a new series of attacks in December numbers of Golos by Trotskii,
A. Lozovskii and A. Balabanova.



SR ¥ i
e G D AT

340 DOCUMENTS

femme qui ne demande pas mieux que de travailler et qui n’a personne!*8
Mais passons.

Eh bien, les allemands ont, tout de méme, regu plus d’une raclée en
Pologne russe. Esperons qu'’ils en recevront encore.

A propos, demandez, par téléphone, Longuet ou n’importe quel autre
rédacteur 8 'Humanité, pourquoi est-ce que je ne regois point cet organe.
Je suis pourtant un abonné.

Et mes livres que j’ai laissé dans une valise 4 la rue Marbeau 11 bis.#° I
n’y aura donc pas moyens de les faire venir ici? J’en serais navré puisque
j'ai bien besoin d’eux pour continuer mon travail.

Mes salutations 8 Madame Rappaport et a vos enfants.

Bien a vous
G. Plékhanoff
Ma femme vous salue tous.
G.P.

3. PLEKHANOV AND OTHERS TO THE EDINSTVO GROUP®?

Hop. Tos.! INepecbinas Bam HacTosuiee NMUCbMO, HANEKCh, YTO B. He
HYXHbI KaKHE-THOO 00 BACHEHUS K MPOUCXOXKIEHHIO €10,
C tos. Ipus.
N. Kucenep* 51

Konus
Omeem nemepiypeckoii epynne ., Eouncmea’

S. Remo, 3 ¢esp. 1915

Hop. Tosapuiun! Bricnymias coobiuenne nocnannsix Bamu ToBapHuIeH, 52

* U3pecTHTE 0 NOJIyYeHHH ITOr0 NHCbMa M 06 OTHOIICHHH TT. K CONEPXKAHHUIO €T 0.

8 Plekhanov’s wife Rosaliia Markovna, a physician, ran a sanatorium at San Remo on
the Italian Riviera each winter.

# The older of his two daughters, Evgeniia, was married to Georges Batault. The couple
resided at Rue Marbeau in Paris.

%0 Edinstvo, a weekly newspaper put out by the St Petersburg Interdistrict Committee of
United Social Democrats, began publication in May 1914. It had close links with non-

_ factional groups abroad that were devoted to party unity, of which Plekhanov’s was the

most important. He contributed to all four numbers of Edinstvo that appeared. See his

- Sochineniia, XIX, pp. 493-537.

. %11 A Kiselev, a Russian resident of Zurich, was a follower of Plekhanov and a

participant in various defensist activities. Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland,
.26, 108, 110-11.
Two representatives of the Edinstvo group, A. L. Popov (Vorob’ev) and N. Stoinov,

- had been sent abroad to consult with Russian Social Democrats in various West
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MBI CTMIELIIMM BbIpa3uTh Bam CBO# B3I/1s1/1 HA NOJIOXKEHHE JIET.

MBI cyMTaeM, 4TO CO/IEHCTBOBATL OOBHEMHEHHIO CHJT PYCCKOTO MPOJIETa-
puara Oe3ycnoBHo HeoOXoaumo. B 3TOM cwmbicie Mbl cornacHel ¢ B.
npeactautensMu. Ho B OCHOBY OOBECIMHMTENIbHON NEATEILHOCTH OHH
XOTAT MOJIOXUTh U3BECTHBIH B3IJIfA/l HA BOMHY, U 9TO HaM KaXeTCA OYCHb
OONBbILOH OLIMOKOM.

N ne Tonbko HaM. ONMH M3 HALUMX MAPUWXCKHX T—ILed BuaeBlIWid B.
NpeCTABUTENEN PaHbILE, YeM Mbl, TUIIET HAM, YTO CaMbli OMACHBIA MYHKT
B B. ruianax ects 1O, 4T0 BBl XOTHUTE 00BEIMHATH MapTHIO NMOA (uaromM
Onpe/eIeHHbIX JIO3YHI0B.%3 | 3TO, — NPOAOJIKAET HA3BAHHBIH TOBApHILL, —
[0-MO€EMY, OT3bIBAET HACTOAUIEH (paKUMOHHOCThIO. ONHO 1eNI0 — MOa4H-
HEHHE TEM WIH JIPYTHM pelleHUsM [apTHH, HO APYroe [eji0 — BOCCTAHOB-
ASTH €MHCTBO MO/ 3apaHee HaMeYyeHHON TaKTHYecKoi junued”. — .5 He
Mory paboTaTh HO BOCCTAHOBJIEHHIO €MHCTBA, 3allHILAs HENPUEMIEMYIO
U1 MEHS TNOJIMTHYECKYHO JIMHUIO ', TMHUILET Jalblle TOT e ToBapuul: ,,B
JIMTEPATYPHBIX NMpEaNnpUATHAX napTuiineB B Poccun 3a koseruen, opra-
HU3YIOLIEH STH MPEANPUSTHS, HYXKHO MPHU3HATHL NPABO NPOBOAUTbL CBOM
B30JISI/Ibl HA BOWHY: JUIS MAapTHHILIEB, HECOIJIACHBIX C YTHMH B3IIAJdAMH,
JIoJDKHA ObITh 0DecnedeHa cBo0Oaa AUCKYCCUHR ™,

— C 1M MBI BrioJiHe conuaapHel. MHave, nelicTBUTENILHO, cO3/aeTcH
()paKUMOHHOCTb, © BHOCHUTCS OHA B Cpe/ly TeX JIMIl, KOTOPBIE 10 CHX NOP
CTOSUIM 3a €AWHCTBO. MBI o4eHb coBeTyeM Bam oTka3zaTbes oT co3naHus
eIMHCTBA HA MOYBE, YKa3aHHOU npe/iB3aToi uaen. Eciu xe Bbl He cnenaere
3TOr0, TO Mbl BBIHYX/IEHbI OyleM Tak WIM MHa4e JipoTecToBaTh. JdoBens
Hac /10 HeoOXoaAMMOCTH npoTecTa, Bl coBepiuuTe ete 66bUIYIO OLIMOKY,
CO3/1aB packKojd MO MpemioromM eauHcTBa. — CunTaeM HYXHbIM CKa3aTh
HEeCKOJIbKO CJIOB O TOH Mjee, kKoTopyr Baum npeacraButenn xoTenu Obi
MOJIOXKHUTh B OCHOBY 0OBeIMHUTEIbHOW opranu3auuu. Uaes 3ta B nosiHOM
CMBbICIIE C10Ba yTonuyeckas. JIoam KenaroT NpoTHBONOCTABHTE PeallbHBIM
OTHOLLEHUAM CBO€ XOTE€HHE (,,XOTUM MHUpaA’ W Mp.), AaXe€ HE CrpalluuBas
ceds 0 TOM, B KAKOH MEPE ITO XOTEHHUE COOTBETCTBYET JAEHCTBUTEIBHOMY
X0y OTHOLLEHHH.

OTuHollenus 3TH TakoBbl. ['epmanuns u ABcTpo-BeHrpus, yxe HECKOJILKO
JIET UCKaBIINME MOAXOMSAIIEro MOBO/A I BOWHBI (3asBneHus [»KMOMMTTH
B UTAIbAHCKOM MapJaMEHTE HE OCTABJIAKOT HA 3TOT CYET HU MaJsleHLlIero
COMHEHH), HAKOHEll, OOBABWIN BOWHY W 3axBaTWiu benbruro, okomno 10
¢panu. nenapramMeHToB U YacTh [lonbuin. Ocrtapnss B ctopoHe IMonbuy

European towns about their views on the war and prospects for party unification. An
informative account is given in A. L. Popov, “Stranichka vospominaniia o rabote v
mezhraionke”, in: “Proletarskaia Revoliutsiia, 1923, No 10, pp. 95-111. See also Pis’ma
Aksel’roda 1 Martova, op. cit., pp. 318-19.

3 From Popov’s account, loc. cit., p. 102, it is apparent that the reference is to Liubimov.
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H OpaHUHIO, BXOISIUNE B TEPPUTOPHH BOIOIOLLIUX CTOPOH, Mbl 3asiBIISIEM,
4TO HE MO3BOTHTEILHO COLMANIAEMOKPATAM XOTETh TAKOIO MHpPaA, KOTOPbIiH
octaBwi Ob1 benbruio non urom Iepmanun. Ho 'epmanus He BbINyCTHT
nobpososbHo benbrun u3 coux korteii. Yo sxe HYXHO, VISl TOTO YTOObI
ocBobo/MTL Benbruio? Ouesuano, s 3T1oro HE/IOCTATOYHO ,,XOTETh
MHpa”. [l1s 9TOro HyKHbI TaKHe BOEHHBIE YCHEXH COHO3HHKOB, KOTOPBIE
3aCTaBWIN Obl repMaHcKMe BOWCKa BBIHTH U3 Belbrum u BOWTH B
HeMelkne npenenbl. Ho 06 5ToM HeT uu crioBa B Tex noxenanusx. KOTOpbIE
BeIpaxatn Ham Bawm npencrasurtenn. Ouwu KENArT, YTOOBl HHUKTO He
CHenan Hukaknx 3aBoeBaHnii. Ho, moBropsem, noxenanus camu no cebe
HH K Yemy He Beyt. HyxHbl neiictBus. A 4To kacaercs JIEUCTBHM, TO B.
MPENCTABHUTEIH HAMEYAIOT HEYTO B BbICIIEH CTENEHH HECOCTOSTENLHOE.
Onu rosopst, uto SyayT TpedoBaTh OT PYCCKOro MPaBHTENLCTBA 3aKIIEO-
qeHHs mupa. Ha 5710 pycckoe mpaBurtensctBo oTBeTHT, 4YTO, TakK Kak
I'epmanns Havana BoiiHy, TO OT Hee 3aBUCHT M 3aKmovende mupa. M ono
byner npaso. 1o cux nop B cTONKHOBeHUsIX PYCCKHX PEBOJIIFOLIMOHEPOB C
PYCCKHM TpaBHTENLCTBOM JIOTHKAa ObLla Ha CTOpOHE PEBOIIOLHOHEPOB.
Haum tosapuium xoTsT cnenats Tak, 4robnl 6bu1o Hao0opoT. MbI He
BH/IUM, 3a4€M HA/10 Je1aTh JITO.

B poxnectsenckom mnomepe . Berliner Tagblatt™ 6bu1a ykazana uenn,
¢ KoTopoit I'epmanus wawana BoitHy. Ona 3aknrovaercs B TOM, 4TOOBI
CO3/aTh TAMOXKEHHDIH CO103 B LEHTpaibHON EBpone u HaBA3aTh OCTATLHOI
Espone Buirojinbie wis lepmanun TOoproseie 10roBopel. HaBsizats npyrum
CTpaHam Takue JIOTOBOPbI 3HAYMIO Obl CAEIATH HX NPEAMETOM 3KOHO-
MHYECKOH IKCILUIyaTallMk CO CTOPOHBDI ['epmannu. IN'osops coberBenHo o
Poccun, mMbl 06s3aHbl MMmeTh B BHIy, MTO ee skcrutyatauus [epmanueit
OCTAHOBHT €€ JKOHOMMYECKOE pa3BHTHE, a CJIeJ0BATEILHO pa3zBuTHE
OCBOOOIMTENLHOIO IBHXEHUS nponetrapuata. IlostoMy co3HaTenbHBbIH
NPOJIETAPHAT HE HMEET NpaBa MOBOJIBLCTBOBATHLCH GECCOMEPKATETbHBIMH
dpazamu B pone Toro, uto .. xoTHM MHpa Kak MOXHO cKopee”™”.

Byayuu cosnatenbHbiM, oH 10mKeH CTPEMHUTLCSA K TAKOMY MHPY, KOTOPBIii
obecrieunst 6b1 €ro IKOHOMMYECKHE M BCSKHe Apyrue uurtepecnl. B nene
Takoro obecneveHuss OH, CTOsS Ha MEXIYHAPDOAHON TOYKE 3pEHMS, He
umeem npasa CTpEMUTBLCA K IKCILTyaTallHH JAPYIUX HAPOJOB, HO OH 06.93aH
CONPOTHBIIATLCSA MOMBITKAM BCAKOTO [APYroro HAPOAA HANOKHTH HA HEro
JKOHOMH'YECKOe uro. — Koraa Mbl BbIpaxaeM 3Ty MbIC/b, HaM rOBOPAT
Oyaro Mbl 0TKa3bIBaeMCA OT KJIACCOBOI OopbOBI TaM, 1€ pycexui nposne-
Tapuat BOCCTA€T NPOTHUB IKCIUTYaTATOPCKHUX MOMBITOK, MCXOMSUIMX OT
Hemeykou Oypxya3nu? OHa eCThb, XOTH B Heil Y4acCTBYHOT KJIACChHI, MPHHA/-
Jexalue K pasiHYHbIM HaUHOHAILHOCTAM. HOo 310 0ObscHsieTCs CYLHO-
CTbIO UMNEPHATTMCTHYECKON NONKUTHKU. — [oBopsaT, uTo Poccus Toxe He
npo4b o1 uMnepnanuima. Ho Poccus scieactsue cBoeil skoHOMMYECKOi]
OTCTANOCTH COBEPINEHHO HE B COCTOSIHUM HAJOXHTh IKOHOMHYECKOE HIO
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Ha ['epMaHMIO WIH HA JPYTYIO KaNTAIMCTHYECKYIO CTPaHy. ITO ICHO CamMo
coboro. Hakonell, octapiisis B CTOpoHe 00J1aCTh BO3MOXHOIO M NEPEXO0/Is
B 0071aCTh JEHCTBUTEILHOIO, Mbl JIOJDKHBI NMOMHUTB, YTO BOMHA HavaTa
MMEHHO HEMEIKO# Oypxya3ueill B COlO3€ C HEMENKHM HOHKEPCTBOM H, —
KaK 3TOr0 MOXHO ObUIO 0XHAAaTh ellle CO BpeMeHHu cTaTeil bepHiuTeitna o
KOJIOHHAJILHOM MOJIUTHKE,?® — ¢ HEMELKHMHN COLIMAIUCTHYECKMMH OTNIOP-
tynuctamu. TakoB ¢axT. B Buay 3Toro ¢akra He NOMLIEKHT HH MaJleu-
LIEMY COMHEHHUIO PABO U 00A3AHHOCMb DYCCKO20 NPOAeMApuama 3awuuiams
C80H) CMPAHY.

[CoBopAaT ellle, 4TO, 3all4lIas ee, OH TeM caMbiM OYAET MOMIEPXKUBATD
pycckuit napu3m. Ho B 1eficTBMTEIbHOCTH BbIiHIET Ha00OpoT. B nmpouecce
camo3alutel Poccun Hen3zbexHO OOHApYXHUTCS HECOCTOATENBHOCThL PYC-
CKOTO lapu3Mma. 3ajaya aruTaluy B TOM U 3aKJII0YaeTcs, YToObl coneicT-
BOBaTh OOHAPYXEHHIO 3TOH HECOCTOATETLHOCTH. DTO OTYACTH TIOHUMAKOT
HALIM AHAPXO-CHHIMKAIHCTBI (JICHHHIIbI), KOTOPbIE XOTAT, YTOOBI BOWHA
npeBpaTHIAch B ,,TpaxaaHCKyto BOHHY . OHM faxe yKa3bIBAKOT HA MpUMeEp
napuwkckoit Kommynbl. I1o cBoeMy 0OBIKHOBEHHIO, OHH MHOTOTO HE MOHH-
MAalOT: HACTPOEHHE, BbI3BaBllIee MAPUKCKYIO KOMMYHY, C0O3/1a10Ch HMEHHO
B TOM Mpolecce camo3anTbl Opaniyn,* B TeHEHUH KOTOPOro 0OHapyXH-
J1aCh HECOCTOSATEILHOCTh (PPaHIly3CKOTO MPABHTEILCTBA B JieJIEe OOOPOHBI
CTPaHbl. DTO BBIACHAETCA PEIIUTEIbLHO BCEMH UCTOPUKAMM MAPHKCKOH
KoMMyHBI.

Bce »1H cooOpaxeHHs COBEpIUEHHO YIYCKaroTcs W3 BuAy Bamummu
Npe/ICTABUTENAMH, 4 MEXIY TeM HMX HeoOXOoAMMO MMETh B BHIY NpH
BbISICHEHHM HALLIErO OTHOLUEHHUS K BOHHe. BOT noyemMy Mmbl €lile pa3 npocum
Bac He BblBUraTh B. MIEM KacaTenbHO BOHHBI, KaK YCIOBHSA OOBEANHEHHUS,
a, TTaBHOE, HE CTABUTh HAC B HEOOXOJIMMOCTH IJIACHO 3aABHTbL O CBOEM
Hecornacuu ¢ Bamu. Xopouo 66110 661 € IMHCTBO, HAYaBIIIEECS ¢ packoia ! ??

Kmem pyku. C TOBaApHUILIECKHM [TIPUBETOM.

N na Axkcenbpon
['. [Inexanos
I1. /lHeBHULIKHI
[o6as.aenue (3 nucbma B [Tapux ot 4-11-1915)
.. [.T. cnpaliMBajli, KaKOBO Hall€ MHEHHE OTHOCHTEIbHO TOJIOCOBAHMS

* Hanomuum, yto Bnanku, kpaitunii ppaHily3ckuil peBoJIrolIHOHED, n3aaBai ra3ety ,,OTe4ecTBo
B onacHocTu!”

™ The reference may be to Bernstein’s “Socialdemokratie und Imperialismus”, in:
Sozialistische Monatshefte, IV (1900), pp. 238-51, and “Patriotismus, Militarismus und
Sozialdemokratie”, ibid., XI (1907), pp. 434-40. Bernstein shortly became critical of the
German government and the Majority Social Democrats.
°» Plekhanov’s arguments failed to convince Popov and Stoinov or the Edinstvo group
in Russia, most of whom adopted the internationalist line.
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BOCHHBIX KPEIMTOB M 1POY. ... Mbl OY€Hb M OYeHb COBETYeM (hpakumm,
a eciM Obl OHA HE COrmacWiach, HallleMy JenyTary, eo.ocysa npomus
COOMEEMCMBYIOWUX KPeourmog, MOTHBHPOBATH TAKOE TOJOCOBAHME TEM,
HTO, XOTs# Mbl H CYUTAEM COBEPILIEHHO HEOOXOIMMOI 000pOHYy cTpaHblI,
HO, K COXANICHHIO, ITO NEPBOH BAXHOCTH JIEJIO HAXOMTCS B CJAMILIKOM HEHa-
ACKHBIX PYyKaxX CAMOAEPXKABHOTO LIAPCKOI'O MPaBUTEILCTBA .

ITpunuckam. O.aveuna: , Jdop. Topapuwm! C YIOBOJIbCTBHEM BbIpaxaro
CBOIO MOJIHYIO COJIMAAPHOCTD € COJIEPKAHUEM ITOTO
nucbMa. C lpenctasurensmn Eaunctea’ s Takoke
DecemoBan™.

B. Onbrun

4. PLEKHANOV TO G. A. ALEKSINSKII

Kenesa, 10 urong 1915

YBaxaeMblii T. ANCKCHHCKHIA, NPEX/IE BCEIO M03BOJILTE 1o0J1aro1apuTh
Bac 3a xuury. Buaronapio 3a 1o, uto Bhi NMPUCTAIM ee MHE ¢ mobe3HOoi
HaNKCBIO | Oiaronapio U Booblue, kak unTaTelb. Bama kuura MPUHECET
BonbLIyIO M0JIL3y MHOCTPAHHOM YHTaIOLICH nmyOJiMKe, BEPOSTHO C/IbIILIABILIEH
O TOM, HTO MEXIY PYCCKAMH PEBOMIOLHHOHEPAMH €CThb TAKHE WIMOTHI,
KOTOPbIE XOTe/H Obl, 4TOOBI HX CTPaHA Cl1eanach KepTBOH IKOHOMHYECKOI
H MOJIMTUYECKOH JKCIUTyaTalMHu co ctoponsl ['epmanun. U3 Baweii kuuru
HHOCTPaHIIbl YBHIAT, 4TO MEX/Y HaMHU He BCe 3Toro xemaror. M ouu
CKaXyT ceOe: 3HAYMT, MEXAy HMUMH eCTh Cepbe3Hble JFOAH. Bbiiuia-iu
Bawmia knHura Takxe M Ha aHIIMiickoM s3bike?%® Eciu HeT. NMouLTHTe ee
HENPEMEHHO B peaakuuro . Justice’ (Jlononckoit)®’ st 0T3bIBA.
INepexoxy k ToMy /ey, 0 koTopom Bui Mue nucanu: — §1 JIEPXKYCh TOTO
MHCHHS, 4TO MBI HE MMeeM mpaBa momyath. Ho He umeem u npaBa ca-
AMTBCA B Katouly : 5T0 6bu10 Obl TOpXkecTBOM HaKMoToB. [Mo3TOMY Nosnararo,
YTO HEOOXOAMMO NpeIBAPHTENBHO B3STHCH 3a TO. YTO B UCTOPHUYECKOM
HayKe HA3bIBACTCH KPUTUKOH HCTOYHMKOB. HeoGxomumo nomsepruyts
CTPOrOMY NEPECMOTPY BCE Te JIAHHbIE, KOTOPBIE YXe HMEIOTCS HIM MOTYT
ObITh MONyUeHbI NOTOM, HO 110 Havana nena. Hazio, 4To6bI cpa3y ObUla OTHATA
Yy NPOTHBHHKA BO3MOXHOCTb 3aKpH4aTh: ,['Hycnas knesera!” U 370 BCe,
4T0 8 MOry CkasaTe no nosoay storo aena®® Ho 3a kputuky wucrtou-

% The volume referred to is Aleksinskii’s La Russie et la Guerre. It was published
simultaneously in London as Russia and the Great War.

57 Justice, the organ of the British Socialist Party, had printed Plekhanov’s letter of
October 1914 cited in note 4.

% As it becomes apparent further along in this letter, a scheme of Parvus is at issue.
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HMKOB 5 CTOIO M O¥eHb npoly Bac BHUMaTeJIbHO 3aHAThCA eto. — Hannimre,
yro Bel mymaere o moem cosete. — Kcratu! Ecin Bbr BO3bMeETECH 32
KPUTHKY MCTOYHMKOB M BOOOWIE 3a BCE 95TO JE€nNo, TO yexaThb
Bam w3 [lapwxka HeBO3MOXHO. D710 oueBuaHo. MWuave artako-
BAHHBI NPOTUBHHUK ycrieeT O6exaTh. Kpenko xMy pyky.

Baw I'. Iliexanos

P.S. Mue cpaaercs, uto Bbl npasbl, cuHTas HEOCTOPOXHOCTHLIO
neperosopsl ¢, Hammm Crnosom™. TyT, NEACTBHTENLHO, HYXHBI
6eictpota M HaTuck. Ho, Moxer ObiTh, T. Mapk nHMeeT Kakue
uubyabp  ocobble, mecmibie coobpaxenus!™ WX s He 3HaO H
cymuTh noka He Oepych. Ho ¢ obmeit Touknm 3penust Bl mnpasbl.
M mnozop Obu1 Obl, ecim 6bl Ha aensru Ilapsyca ObUl OCHOBaH

JlerajibHbIi opra. 60
I'.I1.

Aleksinskii had earlier attacked Parvus for his connections with the German-subsidized
Union for the Liberation of the Ukraine. Now he was prepared to brand him an agent
provocateur in the pay of the Central Powers, with the mission of fomenting revolution in
Russia. Further, he intended to denounce the Institute for the Study of the Social
Consequences of War that Parvus had founded in Copenhagen, and into whose service
he had recruited a number of emigrant Russian Social Democrats, as a nest of spies.
Aleksinskii pressed his charges, partly on the basis of evidence provided by Dr Ia.
Fridman, A. Kiselev and P. Stepanov, in “Mezhdunarodnaia ober-provokatsiia”, in:
Rossiia i Svoboda, September 5 and 26, 1915. He subsequently repeated the charges and
briefly summarized the evidence in L’'Humanité, October 3 and 19. See also Senn, The
Russian Revolution in Switzerland, pp. 110-11; Z. A. B. Zeman and W. B. Scharlau, The
Merchant of Revolution: The Life of Alexander Israel Helphand (Parvus) 1867-1924
(London, 1965), pp. 159-64, 195-96. For a critique of the latter work, L. van Rossum, “A
propos d’une biographie de Parvus™, in: Cahiers du Monde Russe et Soviétique, VIII
(1967), pp. 244-63.

% Mark Liubimov. This paragraph shows that Aleksinskii wished also to prove the
existence of the links between Parvus and Nashe Slovo that he had frequently alleged, but
he was obliged to temper that accusation in Rossiia i Svoboda, September 26. While the
Social Democrats whom Parvus had recruited in Switzerland were supporters of Nashe
Slovo, he claimed, he conceded that the efforts of one of them to secure the backing of the
Nashe Slovo people in Paris for the Copenhagen Institute had failed. A. G. Zurabov, a
Social Democratic deputy in the Second Duma and one of Parvus’s employees in the
Copenhagen Institute, wrote a partial reply to Aleksinskii’s charges that was printed in
L’Humanité, October 19.

60 The charge that Golos (and its successor Nashe Slovo) was financed by German
money was raised by French nationalist writers and Russian emigrants soon after the
paper’s creation. Such historians as Zeman and Scharlau (The Merchant of Revolution,
op. cit,, p. 155) and F. Conte (Christian Rakovski (1873-1941). Essai de biographie
politique (Paris, 1975), I, pp. 141-47) argue that the charge was well-founded, that the
paper was “mainly” financed by German money advanced through Rakovski. The
evidence they present to support the charge is, however, inconclusive. A close study by a
Dutch historian concludes that at least part of the financial support of the paper is rightly
suspect. See A. P. van Goudoever, “Cristian Racovski and Nashe Slovo (1914-1916)”
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PPS. MHrak, BOT Moe 3awmoyenue: a) KPUTHKA MCTOYHHKOB:
b) nocie Hee ObicTpas H, 1O BO3MOXHOCTH, BHE34lNHAS aTTakKa.
M T1o, w npyroe npencramisercss Mmue Hainero npsAMor  0043aHHO-
CTBIO. Ml cOeaa.iu 6b1 npecmyn.aenue. ec.au 6b1 daiu yiumu mepszasyy Iapegycy.

Bam IC.11.

5. ALEKSINSKII'S NOTE ON A CONVERSATION WITH PLEKHANOV IN GENEVA,
SEPTEMBER 1915

3anuck Gecenb Moeii (7. A. AJNeKCHHCKOTO) ¢ [Tnexanossim, B Xenese,
1915 .91

I".B. naxoaut, 4to Mou pazobnadenus o cBs3sx 0-KOB ¢ HEMIIaMU UMeOT
4Pe3BbIYAHHO BaXHOE 3HAYeHHE JUI8 GOpLOLI ¢ MOPaKeHYECKUMH H Trep-
MaHO(pHITLCKUMH TeH ACHITMSIMHU CpPeIH yMUTpanuu. [To muenuro I'.B., JTenun
CXBAaTHIICS 3a BOWHY, KaK 3a €JIMHCTBEHHOE UIS HEro CpeJICTBO 100UTHLCH
csoux ueneii. Ecin 6b1 ne Benbixuyma soiima, To BOIIPOC O €ro Jie3opra-
HH3aTOPCKOH pONM B pycckom pabouem IBHUXEHHH, ObUT ObI NOCTaBIIEH HA
Mexaynap. Counannctuyeckom Konrpecce, koTopsiit, HaBepHo, oCy U1 ObI
Jlennna n uckmounn 6u ero n3 CoUMATHCTHYECKOrO MuTepranuonana,
KaK B CBO€ BpeMs ObutM uckmrodeHbl bakynnn u K. Boiina nomMeilaia
co3biBy Kourpecca u cnacna Jlennna oT uckmouenus us panos Corr.
Wurepnaunonana.®? Jlennn 3a 910 nomken 6u11s Omaronapen Buwibrenasmy
Il 1 repmanckuM MuMTapucTam, CIIPOBOILIMPOBABIIMM BOWHY. EcrecTBen-
HO, 4TO Jlennn no:mkeH ,,u3 npocroii OnarogapHocTn™ — ckasan NoNylIyTs
I".B. - xenath um nobenwi, a Poccun u coro3nmkam MOPAXKEHHUH.

Ha moit Bonipoc: — nonyckaer nu I'B. NOJIy4eHHE nopaxeHuaMu GUHaH-
COBOH MOMIEPKKH OT HEMEIKOro MpaBUTETbeTBa. b3 [.B. OTBETWI, 4TO

in: Romanian History 1848-1918, ed. by A. P. van Goudoever (Groningen, 1979), p. 119.
8! This conversation occurred at the time of the founding of Prizyv in September 1915
(see note 66). Aleksinskii wrote this memorandum after the meeting of course, but it is
impossible to date the document exactly. In the NB, Aleksinskii first wrote September
1915.

% On these affairs, see R. C. Elwood, “Lenin and the Brussels ‘Unity’ Congress of July
1914”, in: Russian Review, XXXIX, pp. 32-49.

53 Within the limits of this contribution it is of course impossible to treat in extenso the
much-debated question whether the Bolsheviks received money from the Germans in the
course of World War I. After G. Katkov and Z. A. B. Zeman published the relevant
German Foreign Office documents in the late “fifties, there could be no doubt that the
German government allocated considerable sums to support various nationalist and
socialist groups opposed to the Tsarist regime, the Bolsheviks among them. However, G.
Bonnin, L. van Rossum and others have expressed serious doubts as to whether these
documents prove that some of this money reached the Bolsheviks, as many Western
historians have asserted. After reviewing all the pertinent evidence, A. E. Senn concludes:
“That Tsivin, Parvus, Keskiila, and Moor worked as German agents of one sort or
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BIOJTHE [I0TTYCKAET, OO 3HAET, UTO YKe BO BPEMsi PYCCKO-SITIOHCKOH BOHHBI,
JleHMHCKMI 1IeHTp He Ope3roBasl MOMOLIbIO STIOHCKOTO MPAaBHTENBLCTBA,
areHThl koToporo B EBpomne mnomoranu pacnpoCTPaHEHHIO JICHWHCKHX
u3nauuii. B 3TOM, TOrja »e. T.e. BO BPEMS PYCCKO-SMOHCKOM BOWHBI
npusnasics I'.B-uy 6nmxaitunii copatuuk Jlennna, bonu-bpyesuy.%

Uro kacaercs [Tapsyca, To, no muennto I'.B—ua, [lapByc BooOuie yenoBek
HeuucToIUIOTHLIH. OH OOBMHSUICS B pacTpaTe NMapTHUHHBIX [IEHET M, paau
JIeHer, crocobeH MONTH Ha Ccny)Oy K HEMLAM.

[.B. He yauBisieTcs JIMIIEMEPHOMY KPHUKY, KOTOPBIH TMOJHSJIM Npo-
THB MEHS TOPAXEHIIbl ¥ HEMEIKHE HAeMHHKH TOCNE*MOUX pa3obiayeHni
o Hux.® — Bul, ckazan mue [.B., Ha”Hec/ i UM Tako#u yaap, 4TO OHH, KOHEYHO,
B GeitieHoii 3100e npotus Bac. Ho 310 Hen3OexHo, 3a cMesloe M YeCTHOE
BHICTYILUIEHHE MPOTHB nod.teyos (sic), momienbl He MOryT He MCTUTh. Ho
3aTO TOPAJOYHbIE JIFOAM M 4ecTHble couuanucThl 6ynyT ¢ Bamu. I'.B.
obelar MHE CBOKO MOJIHYIO MOJJIEPXKKY M HA NPOILIIaHHE OOHSUT MEHS.

NB. Dt1o 3amuch pasrosopa, KoTopbiii Obu1 y Aunekcunckoro ¢ [.B.
[TnexanosbiM B XeHeBe BO BpeMsi COBElLIAHWSA COLHAJI-IEMOKPATOB M IC-
apoB 0BOpOHLEB, B pe3yiabTate KoToporo, B aBrycre 1915 r., Obuta
co3/1aHa aHTHNOpaxeH4eckas rpynna ,,ITpuspis’. 66

Jlono anenue (k 3anucy Oeceswl ¢ I'. B. [nexaHoBbIM)

[yIeXxaHOB MOXeJaJl FOBOPUThL CO MHOKO o Jjiesie [TapByca u Moux pa3obina-
YeHUSIX C T1a3y Ha rna3, ubo, Kak OH BbIPA3WICH, JIENIO 3TO YPE3BbIYAHHOM
BaXXHOCTH M HAJ0, YTOOBI BO3IMOXHO MEHbIIIEE YUCIO HECKPOMHBIX YILIEH
MOTIJIO CJIbILIATh, TO, YEr0 UM CJIbIILIATHL HE HAJ10.

Kpome toro InexaHoB npeaBu/ies XeCTOYAMIIYIO MOJIEMHKY MO 3TOMY
IOBOJ1y B COLMATTMCTUYECKUX Kpyrax, OelieHbie aTaki Ha MEHS MOPAXEHUEB

U TEPMAHCKHX ar¢HTOB. IInexanoB ckasasu, 4TO OH YyBEPECH, 4TO MEHA 3TH

another, is not to be denied [. . .]. Yet there is no evidence that they transmitted anything
[before the February Revolution] from the Germans to Lenin.” See A. E. Senn, “The
Myth of German Money during the First World War”, in: Soviet Studies, XXVIII(1976),
p- 85.

64 V. D. Bonch-Bruevich (1873-1955), an associate of Plekhanov’s Emancipation of
Labor Group before the turn of the century, and later a collaborator in various Bolshevik
publishing enterprises.

65 See, for example, Trotskii’s anonymous article “Klevetnikam!”, in: Nashe Slovo,
April 25, 1915; id., “Otkrytoe pis'mo T. Plekhanovu”, loc. cit.; and, for a later case,
“Byvshii deputat ili gorokhovoe pal'to”, ibid., November 5. These items involved in-
sinuations against Rakovski, Trotskii and Bukharin.

66 On the meeting, which occurred September 5 to 10, 1915, see Senn, The Russian
Revolution in Switzerland, pp. 108-09. A manifesto (Izveshchenie), which Plekhanov
probably wrote, outlined the views of the new group, and announced its intention to
publish Prizyv.
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aTTaku He MokoiedaoT W 8 Oyay mpojao/pkaTh HadaTbhie pa3o0iiayeHUs.
Ho on onacancs, 4To naxe He Bce 0OOPOHIIBI, IC-IIKH U 3C-IPbl, — HAWAYT
B cebe /J10CTaTOYHO MYXKECTBAa YCTOATH MEpel HATHCKOM repMaHo(GuiIoB
HHeM. areHToB. HexoTopeie okaxyTcs c1abOHEpBHBIMH M HAYHYT FOBOPHUTh
— 3avem HTu pasobnavenus? Ouu koMnpomerTHpyroT napruro. K uyemy
BbIHOCHUTb COp M3 U30bI U np.?

Hano ObiTh TOTOBBIM K 3TOMY , IPHUNAAKY MajOayUIMA™ Yy HEKOTO-
PBIX M3 HALIMX TOBAPHLUEH.

S orBeTWs, 4TO I PYKOBOXYCh CBOEH COBECTHIO U CBOMM CO3HAHHEM
Aonaracouuan-ieMokKparta u peBoouronepa. Pazobnavarth rps3nyro usmMeHy
He nepectany. [nexanosa 3a MopabHYI0 IO IEPKKY CepieuHo Onaroaapio.

Mbi yroBopunuce ¢ IiexaHOBBIM O mepenucke no noBojy JajibHeHiuero
pa3BHTHA ,,COOBITHIA .

[". Anekcunckui

6. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII, DICTATED TO R. M. PLEKHANOVA

San Remo, 11 ¢pespans 1916T.
YBaxaemslii ['puropmii Anekceesuy,
Moii myx, BepHyBluHCHL BYepa 3 Humubl, 3actan 3aecy Baie nucbMo u
CMICIUMT HA HErO0 OTBETHTb, HO OH COBCEM OOJIEH, U MOTOMY st MHILY [0
ero ANKTOBKY.

Obpamenre k 1yMckoil ¢pakiun ¢ H30xeHMeM Haulell TOYKHM 3PeHHS
kpaiiHe xenatenbHo.87 C HuM Hago creminTh. B oOpaienun cneayer ot-
TEHHTh, YTO XJIOMOThl Hemeukoro Parteivorstand’a o Mupe npeacrasnser
coboii b HOBYIO GOpMY, B KOTOPYIo OOJIEKArOTCS €ro MMIepHasIu-
CTHYECKHE CTPEMIIEHHSA, H YTO COLMATUCTBI aTTAKOBAHHBIX CTPAH MOKa3aJIH
Obl cebs oveHb HAMBHBIMH, ecsid Obl MOANATHCL HA YA0ouKy I.r. [lleitnema-
HoB.%8 UYto kacaetcs oOpa3oBaHusi KOMHTETA W3 COIMANI-IAEMOKPATOB H
TPYAOBHKOB, TO, 0100pss UIEK0, MO MYX, HE NMOHMMaeT Ha3BaHuA. OH
AYMAeET, 4TO BMECTO CJIOBA KOMHTET, HA/l0 B3ATb KAKOe-HHUOyabL Apyroe,

87 Plekhanov’s open letter to the Social Democratic deputy Bur'ianov had been a move
to establish relations with the fraction. (The two had been associated in the Edinstvo
group before the war.) Another deputy, I. A. Man’kov, had earlier voted for war credits,
and as a consequence was expelled from the Social Democratic fraction. Prizyv, March
18, 1916, noted with satisfaction that Bur'ianov, Man'kov and all the Trudoviks had taken
the defensist line at the Duma session that began on February 9 (22). Bur'ianov had
declared his complete solidarity with Plekhanov’s group.

% The reference is probably to the Guiding Principles on the Question of War Aims
adopted at the joint meeting of the Party Executive and the Reichstag group on August
14-16, 1915; and to Scheidemann’s interpellation in the Reichstag on December 9,
wherein he had pleaded that Germany take the initiative for peace without annexations,
but with Germany retaining Alsace-Lorraine. See Miller, Burgfrieden und Klassen-
kampf, op. cit., pp. 117-25, 190-200.
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nanp. : cornamenue. YTo xe kacaeTcs Mex/1yrnapiiaMeHTCKOH KoH(epeHuuu,
TO MO MYX HAXOUT OYeHb XKeJlaTelbHbIM 0OpallleH!e K HEH B YKa3aHHOM
Bamu cmbicie. OHO 10J1kHO ObITh CAEMAHO Ha XOopoueM (paHIly3CKOM
s3pike. [103TOMy K ero cocramieHuio Hano Obuio 6u1 mpubieys [droma
wim Bpak?.5? A uepe3 Hux nocoseToBaThcs ¢ [H/10M Ha cyeT ee couep-
XAHWUS: OH, BEPOATHO, XOPOIUO 3HAKOM C TICHXOJIOTHEH TaKHX KOH(e-
penumii. Kpome toro, ot I'a Hano 6buto 6bi s, ITpu3biBa™ HHTEPBbIO
[0 BOMPOCY O MUPOJIFOOMBBIX NPO3KTax Hemellkoro Parteivorstand’a.70

TouyHO TakXe BEChbMa XeNaTe/IbHO YCTAHOBJIEHHE CBA3EH MEXIY pe-
axuueit ., [1puspiBa’ u ¢paniysckoit napruei. B obpauennu Kk Hel Hano
OTMETHTb, YTO HA HAlUEeH TOYKE 3IPEHUs CTOMT OrpPOMHOE OOJILIUIMHCTBO
(ppaHILy3CKOTIO mpoJieTapuara.

2-ro Toma paboTsl Myxa Mbl eliie He nosyunnu.’! B | .Ilpuseie™ on Oyner,
no Mepe BO3MOXHOCTH, 4YaCTO MMHCATh.

Mbi 006a uuiem Bam ropsiunii npuser.

P. Ilnexanosa

7. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, 31 mapra, 1916T.
MuoroyBaxaemblii I'puropmii AsiekceeBuy,
S Ha uenabiX ABa OHA 3aMeiwil orBeToM Ha Bawme nucemo. Ilpocrture:
ObUI KpaiiHe 3aHAT, K TOMY e s XoTean oOaymaTh CBOHW oTBeT Ha Bain
onpoc. Tenepr s Bam ckaxy BoT uto. COBEpLIEHHO OYEBWAHO, 4TO
Bonourtep He JukeHTAbMIH.7?2 BpicTynaTh ¢ HUM BMECTe OY€Hb HEMPUSATHO.
Ho u3 3a 3Toro Bce Taku He cTouT memath CoBpaky nenath CBoe Aeno.”
N ecnn Coepak Oyaer mo TOW WIM no JApYyrod npuvyHHe, HaACTauBaTh HaA
yyacTun BonouTtepa, TO Ha/lo ycTynuTh. Sinon, non. Bot Bce, 4To f Mory

69 Charles Dumas (1883-1955), French socialist and member of the Chamber of
Deputies, was the Secretary of Guesde’s ministry. Alexandre Bracke-Desrousseaux
(1861-1955), another French socialist deputy, and a Guesdist, was a member of the
Executive Committee of the French party. Both supported the war.

0 ] have found no such interview in Prizyv.

1 The reference is to Plekhanov’s Istoriia russkoi obshchestvennoi mysli, whose second
volume appeared at the end of 1915.

2 Volonter was the pseudonym of M. Pavlovich-Weltmann (1871-1929), a collaborator
of Nashe Slovo. Volonter penned a cutting attack on Plekhanov’s O voine, and sent it to
Nashe Zaria in Petrograd for publication. The editors refused to print it, but Plekhanov
may somehow have learned of its contents. Pis’'ma P. B. Aksel’roda i Iu. O. Martova, pp.
335-36.

73 J. B. Séverac, a French socialist writer, occasionally contributed to Prizyv. He had
evidently proposed a publishing enterprise in which Volonter would collaborate with
Plekhanov and Aleksinskii. To yoke the internationalist with the two defensists was likely
to be more than difficult, and in fact no such enterprise ever materialized.
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CKa3aTek 1o 3TomMy nosoay. [pubasmo snpouem, uto npeanpustie CIspaka
obewaeT ObITh UIs Hac BecbMa none3usiM. CTano 6bITh, €ro Hajo noaaep-
*aTh. Hackonbko s Mory cyauts mo nociennum ~Humanité”, namm
(ppanily3ckue TOBapHILY NPUIAIOT CAMILIKOM GOJIBINIOE 3HAYCHHE repMaH-
CKOH C.-21. onmo3nuuu.™ 06 3TOM HaMm, KaK BUIHO, IPHAETCA ellle CNIOPHUTh
¢ uumu. I'ne? S nymaro B Gyayimiem oprame Coppaka. Kcrartu, nepe-
naiite CiBpaky MOii MCKpeHHbI npuseT. SI ObUT 6bI OYEHDb Onaronapen
BaMm, ecim Ob1 Bbl Xopouwenbko ocBenommnyu MeHs o B3rasgax JIOHr Ha
HBIHCLIHEE MOJIOXKEHHe. DTO BaXHO JUIS MEHs 10 MHOTMM TNPHYHHAM.
Boo0bue, Boi cnenaete xopouiee neno, JepXa MeHs au courant ppaHiIy3cKkux
HacTpoenuit. YTo Bamm coynHenus na MHOCTPAHHBIX S3bIKAX pacxonaTcs
BO MHOIWX W3IaHHAX, 3TOMY A OT ayiud pan. S BbICOKO cTapmo Bawm
TajaHT nydiuimcTa 1 ¢ 60NbIIMM HHTEPeCOM cliexy 3a Baiueii JIUTEpaTyp-
HOH sesTenbHocThio. K coxanenmio, kuur Bammx y Mens Het. Ecnn
MOXeETEe, NPUIILIHTE.

Hanerock, yto I'a nepecnan Bam moro cTaThio s .Ilpu3biBa’ o peuyn
Uxenmse.?> Hammiuure, xots 6b1 B KapTe, KOrjaa oHa Oynetr HaneyaTaHa.
Baim nuceMa Bcera MeHs panyroT, B HMX TaK MHOTO yoexaeHus u
IHEPIUH.

Ha nnax npununio Bam vepes Ma nucbMo ko MHe 01HOTO JIMKBM1aTOpA,
CTOALLICTO TENephb 3a CaMO3alMUTy CTPaHbl. MHE NymMaeTcs 4TO ero MOXHO
Henonp30Bath s | Ipuseisa™. Keratu, ects in y Bac c6opuuk nuksuaa-
TopoB?’® ¥V Mens ero noka etne ner.

Bien a vous
G. Plekhanoff
ITpuser T. Jio6umosny I'.11.

™ On March 24, Hugo Haase and seventeen others were expelled from the Social
Democratic Reichstag group for voting against war credits. L’Humanité carried reports
on the German Social Democrats on March 24, 27, 29, 30 and 31.

"> This was a commentary on the speech that N. S. Chkheidze, head of the Menshevik
faction in the Duma, delivered to that body on February 10, 1916. The article, “Esli
khochesh dobrogo mira, vedi khoroshuiu voinu”, appeared in Prizyv, No 28 (April 8,
1916). Plekhanov evidently corresponded with his colleagues in Paris by way of Guesde,
to avoid difficulties that might be created by French government surveillance of letters
from abroad.

"® The reference is to Samozashchita (Petrograd, 1916), a collection of articles in support
of the Russian war effort edited by A. N. Potresov, and including articles by V. Zasulich,
P. Maslov, V. Vol'skii, Potresov and others. Plekhanov had bitterly fought the liquidator
faction in the party in the pre-war years, but with the outbreak of the war his position and
that of such liquidators as Potresov and Maslov turned out to be similar.
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8. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, 26 anpens 1916 .
Hoporoii I'puropuit AnekceeBud,
[MTuiny Bam noa HenocpeacTBEHHbIM BNEYATIIEHUEM U3BECTHS O 1YOJIMHCKOM
BoccTaHuu. S npouen o HeM B ,,Secolo XIX™, Tonbko 4TO NOJIy4EHHOM
B San Remo.

CoBeplleHHO SCHO, YTO 3TO repMaHckas HHTpura. Bnewatienue ot 3Toro
BOCCTaHMs OyneTr He B nosib3y corw3HMKOB. Ecnu Oynet, 4To HMOyOb HH-
TepecHoe 00 3ToM aene B ., Temps™ win B Apyroi *kakoi HuOyab mna-
PHXXCKOM rasete, COOOLIMTE MHE NMUCbMOM: ra3eT CroJla, KaXeTcs He Mpo-
MyCKAalOT, €CJIM OHM HE UIAYT HEMOCPEACTBEHHO M3 Ta3eTHOW IKCNENUIIHM.
,, I Ipn3bIBy”” HEOOXOMMMO nevaTHO BbiCKa3aTbCsA 00 upnanackom aene.’7 U
TAK BbICKA3aThCA, YTOOBI y BO3MOXHBIX PYCCKHX BCIHBILIKOMYCKATENEH
Mpouuia oxoTa npuderatb K procedés, Mosie3HbIM TOJBKO JUIS T€pMaH-
ckoro umnepuanuima. Bel u 1. JIrobumoB okaxere MHe OOMbILYIO YCIYTy,
MOJHAB JITOT BOMPOC Ha cOOpaHuM peaakiuu M coodbiuute MHe 00 ee
pewenun. bena xute Tak nanexo. Kcratu, ®ynaaMuHCKHii ™8 03HAKOMMII
MEHS CO CBOE€H CTaThed 3aOpakoBaHHOH OONIBIIMHCTBOM peIaKLHH
IIpu3siBa’”. OH COBEPILIEHHO NPUMHUPHICS C Y4aCTbIO 3TOH CTaTbM, HO
MHE KaXeTcs, YTo Bul Obu1n cmiikoM ctporu. OH He NOJHHMAET BONpoca
O MepeMeHe NMporpaMmsel KpanHUX JieBbIX MapTHii. OH rOBOPUT HCKIIOYH-
TEIIbHO TOJILKO O maxmuke. 1 MHe kaxeTrcs, YTO OH BbICKA3aics B AyXe
TEX TE3UCOB, KOTOpbIE ObUTM MpUHATHI BcemMu Hamu B XKenese.’ T"osops
3TO, s MMEIO B BUAY €ro 6b1800bi. Kak MapkcucT, s apeymenmuposan Obi
unaue. Ho Benb B 1aHHOM ciyuae nenio B BeiBonax. [Tosepute, ['puropuit
AnekceeBHy, MHE ObUIO OBI TsIXENIO pacxoauThest ¢ Bamu. S o4eHp BbICOKO
cranmo Baun Heocnopumslii nybnuctudeckuit tanant. Ho ne 6yabre cimii-
KOM Noao3pHuTebHbl. He npunuceiBaiiTe MHE ONMOPTYHH3M, KOTOPBIH ObUT
MHE Bcerja HeHaBHCTeH. S aymalo, uTo cienoBano Obl HAMEYaTaTh CTATLIO
DyHAaMMHCKOTO M TOTYAC XK€ HayaTh MO €€ MOBO/Y, CIIOKOHWHBIH, TOBa-
puLlecKuid 0OMeH MHeHHH. DTo npuaano Owl , I1pu3biBy’” HOBBIH HHTEpEC
M HOBOE MCTOpHYecKOoe 3HayeHue. S obewaro Bam Oosbliyro cTaThio no
BOMNPOCY, MOAHATOMY B 3TOH CTaThe. OI'OBOPKA, — BbIPAaXE€HHE Map-
KCU3M unme.au2eHyuu Haao ObL10 ObI yCTPaHUTL BO BCKOM cay4yae. [lone3no
Oyner ycTpaHMTb M ykazanue Ha owubku 1905-1907. B KOaJTMIMOHHOM

T Plekhanov publicly opposed the Easter uprising in an article “Anglo-Irlandskaia
drama”, in: Prizyv, No 33 (May 13, 1916).

8 1. 1. Bunakov-Fundaminskii (1881-1942), a prominent Socialist Revolutionary, was a
member of Prizyv’s editorial board.

™ The meeting which established the Prizyv group. The principles are embodied in the
Izveshchenie referred to in note 66.
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oprate, Kak .,Il1pu3biB™” roBOpHTH 00 ITHX OLIMOKAX HEYMECTHO: YyTh JIH
HE KaX/bli M3 HAC NMOHMMAET UX MO cBoeMy. 3aTem, eil Oory, cienoBalio
Obl HanewaTaTh MHeHue PyHmamuHckoro. KoneuHo, s roopio o6 une
cause jugee. Ho eciin 6b1 Bol cMarunnuce, To tenerpadupyiite ®yngamMuH-
CKOMY, OH BbilLIeT BaM cTaTh10.80
[Toxnon T. IrobuMOBY H BcemM IpyruM TOBapHIIIAM.

Baiu

I". [nexanos
P.S. Bonbioe cnacubo 3a KHHUTY.

9. PLEKHANOV TO THE EDITORS OF PRIZYV

San Remo, 24 mas 1916T.

Hoporue ToBapHiu,
A renerpammoi npocun Bac noaoxaate MOEro nucbMa, Tak Kak s He MOTY
be3ycioBHO 0106puTH cocTaBIeHHbIH Bamu nmposkT obpallleHus K HAIHM
(¢paHLy3CKHM TOBApHILIAM.
1. A nymato. 4TO mpexne, HEXEIH NPEINPUHATL Kakue HUOy/Ib oObsc-
HEHHA ¢ AJIMHHHCTPATUBHOH KOMMMCCHM Hano HeodduIManbLHO nepero-
BopuTh ¢ I'nom. Ecn 6w1 penakuuum | I1pu3siBa’ He yaaioch CroBOpUTHLES
¢ I'>a0M, To eit Bce Taku He cie/yeT npeanpuHUMAThH 1AroB, MOTYLIHX
BbI3BATH HEJOPa3yMeHUust Mexay [ 3aom u Hamu.

[Mpoutnte roma MOe NMMCHMO M MONPOCHTE €ro YCTPOUTHL HEOOXOAUMOE
g 00 bACHEHUS CBUIAHUSA.
2. B pasrosope ¢ I'3110M s coBepiiieHHO OoTKa3ajicss Obl OT TOro TOHA, B
KoTopoMm Hanucan Bam 3anpoc ¢ppanuysckoit maptun. A 3Haro (paHiy3os
M npeacka3siBato Bam, 4TO TOH 3TOT criocobeH TONLKO BBI3BATH MOYTH —
pa3peiB ¢ PpaHILy3CKON NapTHEl. A OT pa3pbiBa NMPEX/E BCEr0 BHIUIPAIOT
¢panuy3bl. Hano roBopuTh COBEPIIIEHHO TOBAPHILIECKUM TOHOM, 0COOEHHO
¢ I30dom.

ObBacHenre KOTOpOe Tenepb NMPOU3ONH/IET, CJIEI0BAIO NPEANPUHATE 00
noezoku Toma & Poccuro®! Pa3 on moexan tyna, on ne moe ne npedcmas-

80 No article by him appeared in Prizyv after No 31 (April 29) until No 38 (June 17),
when Bunakov joined Avksent’ev in authoring a piece on the affairs of the SRs.

81 Albert Thomas (1878-1932), French socialist leader and Minister of Munitions in the
war cabinet. With René Viviani (1863-1925), Minister of Justice, he visited Russia in May
5-7, 1916, to strengthen ties between the two allies. The Paris editors of Prizyv drafted a
complaint to the Administrative Commission of the French party that spoke of the
expected presentation of Thomas to the Tsar as something “unheard of in the history of
socialism”, and tantamount to moral support of Tsarism’s repressive policies. The letter is
in Correspondence, Prizyv, Aleksinskii Collection, Columbia University. On the Thomas
visit, see M. Paléologue, An Ambassador’s Memoirs (3 vols; New York, n.d.), II, pp.
252-61; B. W. Schaper, Albert Thomas. Trente Ans de Réformisme Social (Assen, 1959),
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umecs yapro. Bw3iut Kk napro est un fait accompli. Ero yxe nHe Bep-
Helib. B BHAY 3TOro MOXHO npocums (a He TpeOOBATH TOHOM YJbTHMA-
TH3M4a) TOJILKO JIBYX Bellleld OT HallMX (ppaHLly3CKUX TOBAPHILICH: a) cCaenaTh
BCE OT HHUX 3aBHUcHAILIee, U H30ekKaHUs MOBTOPEHHUS NMO10OHBIX HENMPUATHBIX
M HETAKTHYECKH X MPOMCILIECTBHIA, b) mocTapaThCcs BLICKA3aTh B I€4aTH— moy-
Hee 0amb NOHSMb B TIEYATH, — YTO JUIS HUX, B MPOTHBOINOJIOXHOCTb ra-
3ere,, Temps’ no3zaan opdpunmansHoit Poccun crout neoghpuyuaavran, pabdbo-
yasi, PEBOJIIOIIMOHHASA C KOTOPOW OHa M CYMTAeT cedsi HpascmeeHHo 8-
3anHoil (COTJIACUTECH, YTO (paHIly 3CKasi COLL. NAPTHUS He MO Hcen BbICKA3aThCs
Tenepb npomus odguyuavroco coroza Ppanumu ¢ Poccueir.) Ha ansax
,.Humanité”’ oT4acTH yXe HAMEKHYJIa HAa JTO, NOJIEMHU3UPYS HMEHHO C
. lemps’ .

Tenepy ,, Humanité” mMoxeT BO300OHOBHTH MOJEMHKY W BbICKA3aThCH
sicHee. XOpOLIMH MOBOJ: BU3UT HAIIIUX NapjlaMeHTapueB. 82

®panny3sl obnagaroT orpoMubIM art de dire. OHH CyMEIOT CKa3aThb
Tak, YTOObI C OHOW CTOPOHBI BBICKA3aTh CBOIO COJMIAPHOCTb ¢ pabouei
Poccueit, a ¢ apyroii 4robbl He BocctaTh mnpoTtuB Coro3a, KOTOPBIH
Tenepb HEOOXOAUM He TOJIbKO Ui DpaHUMU, HO BCEX COFO3HUKOB, a CTAJIO
ObITh U UTS TPYIALIErOCs U YTHETEHHOTO HaceneHus Poccun.

Bot Bce, uTO s Mory cka3ate Bam no nosoay Bawero miana. Kak
BUIUTE, i IPOTHBONOCTABJIAID €EMY JIPYrOi, CBOASLIHIACS :

Bo-nepBbixX K NPeIBOPUTEIILHOMY cogewartto ¢ I 3aom,
BO-BTOPBIX, K MEPEMEHE TOHA, B KOTOPOM Bbl Oynete BecTH 0OBACHEHHUS C
(hpanuy3cko napTHen.

51 6oroch, 4TO TOH, B KOTOPOM HanucaH Bau nposkt oObiacHenus cae-
JlaeT HEBO3MOXHBLIMH JAJIbHEHILIME COBMECTHbBIE BBICTYIUTEHHA C (paHIy3-
CKO¥ napTHel. A Takue BBICTYIUIEHHS (B Oy 1yllieM) U BO3MOXHbI U KpaiiHe
KenaTellbHbl. 83

[Tpowry Bac nockopee cooOuuTh MHe, 4TO AymMaeTe Bbl 0 MOEM KOHTp-
MPOI3KTE.

Kpenko xmy Baiiu pyku

Bam
I'. IInexanos

pp- 128-29. The Russian socialists had reason for concern, for, according to Paléologue,
Thomas privately advised a Russian Minister that the workers ought to be militarized in
order to increase production. ;

52 A Duma delegation headed by A. D. Protopopov and including P. N. Miliukov visited
Western Europe from mid April to mid June 1916. Miliukov’s account of the delegation’s
activities constitutes a chapter (pp. 340-60) of his Political Memoirs. The French socialists
to whom he talked, he remarks (p. 353), “conveyed distrust and concealed disapproval”,
thus going beyond what Plekhanov probably deemed appropriate. On the other hand,
L’Humanité (May 23, 1916) carried a front-page interview with Miliukov that was
distinctly friendly in tone.

> We have no information on the disposition of this matter, but it seems likely that
Plekhanov’s advice was taken.
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Kcratu: onevatku B ,.[1pusbise’ cnocobHbl j10BECTH aBTOPOB /10 OTHYASTHHA.

Bropas craTes Ap3aesa uckaxena.84
I".I1.

10. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

Villa Margherita
Sattina Vallombrosa
Presso Firenze
12/VII 1916.

Yeaxaembiii i 1oporoit I'puropnii Aniekceesuu,

Bbl, — T.e. Bca penakuns | JIpuseiBa’™, — npaBbl: s 1aBHO yKE€ HE nuca
Juis Hawero oprana.85 Kawocp B 3TOM, HO ObU1 3aHAT TPeTbeM TOMOM
cBocii uctopun. Ha nusix npuuuno Bam crathio. Ho He Ha Ty TeEMy, O
KOTOpoH Bbl mMue nucanu. ITo MoeMy 0 mporpeccMBHOM 6JI0Ke MHCATEH
Tenepb HeyJ100HO: Helb3s OTKPBIBATH MEpes HeNpUsTeieM, T.e. nepen
KPAHHUMH MPABBLIMHU BCE YACTHOCTH HAIIMX TAKTHYECKHMX BO33peHui. Mue
AYMAETCA, 4TO Mbl ObLIH CIMIIKOM OTKPOBEHHbI B BOMPOCAX 00 obopone
CTpaHbl H, kaxercs, Poccus nomnatutes 3a 910, uTo pasymeercs Bechbma
nevanbHO. ['oBOps 370, 5 MMelo B BUY MOXOI KpaitHHX NpaBbIx NPOTHUB
obuiecTBernbix opranmsaimii.* Ipasble NpAMO HAMEKAIOT, YTO JIyYIle MUD
C HEMUAMH, HEXENU JATBbHEHIUMA yCreX Ha3BaHHBIX opraHu3aumii. Yrto
Kacaetcs coOCTBeHHO Oi1oKka, TO MHe Oy/IeT OueHb Kajlb, eClH T. Boponos
o4eHb pa3dpannT ero.®” TyT Hamo ONSATHL NOMHHTL, YTO NPABbIE C MEHOK
Y PTa roBopsit o OJ10Ke: CTano ObITh, OH NPUUNHSET UM H3BECTHBIE HEy,/100-
¢TBa. S cuutan Gwl, YTO Mbl C/IENAH OTPOMHYIO OLIKOKY, eciiu Obl Hawu

¥ lu. Arzaev, a follower of Plekhanov and contributor to Prizyv. The article referred to is
the concluding half of a two-part piece, “Lenin o voine”. The first appeared in Prizyv, No
30 (April 22, 1916), the second in No 32 (May 16). In the second part Arzaev juxtaposed
Plekhanov’s views to Lenin’s, but why the former thought there was some distortion in
. Arzaev’s piece is not readily apparent.
8 Nothing from Plekhanov’s pen appeared in Prizyv between May 13, 1916, and July 22
' (N0 43), when part of an article he had published in Svobodnoe Slovo was reprinted. The
third volume of his Istoriia russkoi obshchestvennoi mysli came out in late 1916. Internal
evidence makes it virtually certain that document No 10 should be properly dated August
12 rather than July 12.
8. Prizyv of course supported worker participation in the War Industries Committees. In
.~ 8n article entitled “Pokhod protiv voenno-promyshlennykh komitetov™ (Prizyv, No 37,
~ June 10), B. Voronov, a member of the editorial board and a regular contributor, brought
~ together evidence culled from the Russian press concerning attacks on the committees,
- and especially their worker-group components. Articles on the War Industries Commit-
tees appeared also in the two following numbers of Prizyv. See Siegelbaum, “The
Workers’ Groups and the War-Industries Committees”, loc. cit., p. 175.
# Plekhanov evidently had in view an article by Voronov, “Razlozhenie progressivnogo
bloka”, which despite his objection was printed in Prizyv, No 46 (August 12).

e et
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HAMaJKW HA OJIOK, AUCKPEIUTUPYS €ro B OOIIECTBEHHOM MHEHHH, ITOMOTJIH
npasbIM pa30oUTh ero. MWIOKOBY s CKa3aJll, 4ToO ecliu OJI0KY YacTCs PelliUTh
BOITPOCHI €BPENCKHIA U KPECTBAHCKHIA, TO Ha10 Oy/1eT MpU3HATh €ro Co3/1aHue
OOBLIIMM CTpAaTErM4eckuM ycrexom rnporpeccuBioit Poccun .88 Bnpouem,
S TOrJla e, CIy4YalHO BCTPETHBUIMCH C OJIHUM HAIHOHAJTMCTOM, HaYal
COMHEBATHLCS B BO3MOXXHOCTH PELUMTh 3TH JIBA BONPOCA C NOMOIILIO O10Ka.
[TotoMm coObITHS MOKa3anu, YTO 3ITO ObUIO HEBO3MOXHO. DTO Xajlb, HO,
BO-TIEPBbIX, 3TO BHHA HE K.[., 4 HAIIMOHAIUCTOB, BO-BTOPBIX, KaK 3HATh,
yTo Oynert B cneayromyto ceccuro? Kak 661 TaM HH ObUTO, Bbl HE [1OJIKHbI
NMPOTHUBOIAEHCTBOBATL HH OJIHOMY M3 T€X OO1IIECTBEHHBIX SBIEHHH, KOTOPbIE
CnocoOCTBYIOT uz0Aayuu peakyuonepos. TOILKO C ITOM TOYKH 3PEHHUs, MO
MO€MY M BO3MOXHO KPHTHKOBATh OJIOK, HO KPUTUKOBAThL €0 C 3TON TOYKH
3PEHUA HE BCEr1a OCTOPOXKHO. ..

[MTpoyen s B ,JlpusbiBe” ctathio o Xopece u npu BCEM BEIMKOM
YBAXEHHH MOEM K MaMsATH 3TOTO MOCJIEJIHETO, s HE MOT HE CIIPOCHTh ceds
HeyXenn ke penakuums . Jlpu3seiB” oOeszvcioeno pasnensiet B3IrJsibl
Kopeca?89

MTak Ha THAX BBICHLIAIO CTAThIO.

Wckpennuii npuseT Bcer penakuuu ., [1pusbisa™.

["'nyboko npenaHHbIi
Baw I'. [Tnexanos

11. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

Villa Margherita
Sattina Vallombrosa
14 aBrycra, 1916r.
Jloporoii I'puropuii AnekceeBuu,
Cornacno Moemy nocsieiHeMy nucbMy, KOTopoe Bhl, s HaI€I0Ch MONYYITH,
noceulalo Bam cBoro ctaThio. B koHIle BHAHO, OYeMy OHA O3arjaBieHa:

*% InJune 1916 Plekhanov met Miliukov in Rome, in the course of the latter’s trip abroad
with the Duma delegation. After returning, Miliukov reported to a Duma committee: “I
had occasion in Rome to speak to Plekhanov, a prominent representative of our
emigration, and I can state that the policy of the Parliamentary Progressive Bloc has the
complete support of this prominent social-democratic politician.” “Russkaia ‘par-
lamentskaia’ delegatsiia za granitsei v 1916 g.”, in: Krasnyi Arkhiv, No 58 (1933), p. 23.

® The reference is to an article marking the second anniversary of the assassination of
Jaurés, published in Prizyv, No 44 (July 29). Plekhanov had earlier crossed swords with
Jaures on the question of opportunism, and therefore was not fully in agreement with the
article’s unqualified enthusiastic tone. On Jaurés on war and peace, he had expressed
very positive views in a two-part article written for the first anniversary of Jaurés's death
and published in L’'Humanité, November 2-3, 1915, under the title “Jaures et la question
de la paix”. It was subsequently reprinted in Svobodnoe Slovo, 1916, pp. 625-33, and as
part of a longer essay, “Internatsionalizm i zashchita otechestva™, in Sovremennyi
Mir, 1916, No 5-6, pp. 49-65.
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., Knock down™ ?® Oyenr npowry Bac obpaTuTh BHMUMaHHEe HAa TO. YTOOBI
3TO 3ariasue ObLIO NpaBUIIbHO HabpaHo.

bynbTe nobpel, n3BecTHTE MEHS 0 MONYYEHHH MoOei pykonucu. S nane-
AICS HAHTH B mociientHeM Homepe ., [Tpu3biBa’™ GoNbILYIO CTaThIO O Che3fe
Conseil National ¢pannysckoit naptun.®1 Bei, HABEPHO, NPUHUMAJIH
y4acTHe B 3aCeNanUsX, Tak kak Bol — 4wien onnoii u3 ¢panuysckux opra-
Hu3aini. Che3t MoaHsT KpaiiHe BaXHble BOMPOCHI MEXAYHAPOIHOM COIL
TAKTHKH M 1axe Teopuu. MHe kaxeTcs uto bimxaiiiie nomepa ,,Ipussisa”
JIOTKHBI OBITh TOCBSLLEHBI ITHM BonpocaM. A ,,Hawe Ckeeprociosue’ *2
C/1eN10Basio Obl, 1yMaeTcst MHe, COBCEM OCTABUTHL B MOKOE: OYEHb YK HHYTO-
KHBI 3TH TIOH, HE TIOpa 3a8BHTb, YTO B BHIY OTHOIIEHUS 3THX rOCMO/ K
Jlo3anckoit Komenuu, o4eBHIHO OpPraHM3OBaHHON repMaHCKHM umIepa-
TOPCKHM NPABHTEILCTBOM, Mbl CYMTAEM HEBO3MOXHBIM MOJIEMH3IHUPO-
BaTh ¢ HUM?% S nepenaio ITOT BOMpOC Ha paccMOTpEeHHE pelaKUMH U
nmpoury Ha Hero orseta. Ecnn penakuus HalizeT, 4To Bce Taku Hado
BPEMs OT BPEMEHM XJIECTATh ITHX PENTWIMI, — 4TO BbI, KCTaTH CKa3aTh
AenaeTe NPEBOCXOJHO, TO S COBETYIHO TPETHPOBATL WX HE HMHAYe, Kak
yuenukog [Jome.avi Hveseneaiica,” m.e. anapxucmos u anapxo-cunouxauc-
mog. Bellb, 970 ke CBATas MCTHHA, T.€. OHM CMOTPAT HA BOIHY rJIa3amu
JloMenbl, — 4TO e HAM OT CBOEro CYacThbs OTKa3biBaThesi?! Bbl NpeBOC-
XOJIHO XJIellleTe UX, H BCe TAKH Bl ciininikom 106pbl kK HUM.

B ,,Humanité¢™ 6bu1 usnoxen p3rasn IMabno Mrie3naca na HblHEeIIHUe
MEXIyHapOoaHbie OTHOLIEHUS. Ero HeoOX01MMO BOCTIPOM3BECTH HA CTPAHH-
uax ,,Ilpussisa™. Heobxoaumo TyT e BocnpousBecTH 3asiBiienue bpan-
THHTa, HaneyaTaHHoe B Toi xe ,,Humanité”. U Bam, kaxercs, u3BecTHo,
HAKOHEW 5 CEroaHs MOJY4n OPOLIIOPY € N3TOXEHHEM, HA PA3HBIX A3LIKAX,
OTHOIIEHHS K ABCTPHH YELIICKHMX counanncToB B Amepuke. O 31oii 6porope
HaJl0 TOXE CKa3aTk XOThb HECKOJbKO CJIOB B HalllemM opraHe.% Boobiue,

% “Knock Down”, an article critical of N. K. Chkheidze, appeared in Prizyv, No 49
(September 2).

%1 The lead article in Prizyv, No 46, is devoted to the meeting of the National Council of
the French Socialist Party on August 6.

% An ironic reference to the collaborators in Nashe Slovo.

93 Plekhanov had in view the Third Conference of Nationalities, which had in fact been
infiltrated by the German-inspired League of Alien Peoples of Russia. Th¢ Conference,
which met in Lausanne from June 27 to 29, 1916, had a decidedly anti-Russian tone. See
Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland, ch. 14. Articles in Nashe Slovo, July 13, 29
and 30, reported and discussed the conference. Manuilskii, the author of the second and
third of these charged that Russian patriotic and social-patriotic journalists had served as
agents of Russian absolutism in the halls by spreading rumors — he implied they were
false - that the conference was a tool of the German government.

* Ferdinand Domela Nieuwenhuis (1846-1919), Dutch anarchist, with whom Plekha-
nov had crossed swords more than once in meetings of the Second International.

% Karl Branting (1860-1925), leader of the Swedish Social Democratic Labor Party. The
editors had already arranged to publish his anti-Zimmerwaldist declaration in Prizyv, No
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MEXIYHAPOIHON COll. NMEYaTH Clie/loBajio Obl NMOCBAILATL Yy HAC ropasno
oonbuie Mecta. Ecnmu Mbl OynemM nomeHbllie 3aHUMATBLCS ,,CKBEPHOCJIOB-
amMu’’, TO y HacC ocTaHeTcs OOJIbILE MECTA U BPEMEHH U1l MEXIYHAPOIHBIX
net.

Tenepsb BoT 4T0. Ha cbe3sie Conseil National petiero - nobuBaThcs Co3Ba-
HUsI KOH(EPEHLIMH COLMAITUCTOB COIO3HBIX cTpan.?® Penakuus ,,ITpussisa”™
MOHUMAET, YTO HaM HyxcHo ObITh Ha 3TOH KOHpepeHunu. Ho kak 3to cnennates ?
[To MmoeMy crienyeT 6o nepebix cropoputcs ¢ robpeitnemM®? o cpoke cozsanus,
HANO0 1aThb €MY MOHATh, YTO O.1u3Kuli CPOK HaM HeynoOeH, Tak Kak, Xeas
MMETh CEPbE3HbIE MAHIAThI, Mbl JIOJIXHBI CHECTUCH ¢ Poecueit. MoxeT ObiThb,
VIS 9TOTO He Oe3mnoJie3Ho ObLU10 ObI Moka3zaTh Moe nucbMo [y, Jlobusimcs
MOAAEPXKKH (PPAHILY3CKOM MAPTHH, HAJIO 60 8MOPbIX, HATIHCATH OTBET, B TOM
e CMbIciie U BMecTe ¢ ppanuyzamu — ['toucmancy. B mpemvbux, Hano HeMen-
JIEHHO CHecTHCh ¢ Poccuel Ha cuyeT npHCBUIKM HAM CEPbE3HOro MaHjaaTa.
Tenerpadupyiite BypbsaHOBY, 4TO HAM HYXEH MAHAAT IS 3aLMThI HALLIETO
B3rJIS1a HAa KoH(epeHuunro. S aymato, 4TO LEH3ypa NMPONYCTUT 3Ty Tele-
rpammy. Eciin HeBO3MOXHa TenerpaMma, NMUILKTE MUCbMO, HO JIEJIAaUTE HE
Tepsisi HX OJIHOTO JIHS : 1eJI0 KanuTaJIbHO BaXxkHoe. Ha cyeT manaara s mory
Hanucatb JI. . Akcenbpon,?® kotopasi tenepb ¢ MacnossiM u [loTpeco-
BbIM, OyneT u3naBaTh xkypHa (revue). He 3Haro BbIAJIET K U3 3TOrO YTO
HHOyb. Bo BCAKOM cnyyae, 0OpaniaThes K IMKBU/1ATOPaM, XO0T4 Obl ¥ uepe3
nocpeactso JI. U. Akcenbpos MHe ObLIO Obl HEMPUATHO U S CHAEIAK 3TO
TOJILKO B Cllyyae 0€3yclIOBHOH HEOOXOAUMOCTH.

Pewnaiite Bbl Bce, eCThb JIM HA JIMII0 Takasi HEOOXOAMMOCThL. byne — ecTb,
Ttenerpapupyite mue: , Ecrivez en Russie”. A noiivy, umo nado nucams
umeHHo JI. . Akcenbpon, u ceiiuac xe Hanuiy.

46. No 49 carried an article on the Spanish socialists which included a reference to
Iglesias, one of their leaders. The paper did not take notice of the views of the Czech
socialists in America on Austria, no doubt because it had already printed in No 35 (May
27) an appeal of the Czechs in the United States to the International on behalf of the
creation of an independent Czechoslovak State.

% The National Council of the French Socialist Party voted to convene such a congress in
Paris in January 1917. It was to promote pressure on the governments against conquest,
annexations, and economic agreements injurious to the working class. See Fainsod,
International Socialism and the War, op. cit., pp. 102-04.

97 Louis Dubreuilh (1862-1924), Secretary of the French Socialist Party, was evidently
involved in organizing the congress. He had a letter printed in Prizyv, No 52 (October 1),
congratulating the editors on completing a year of publication, and underscoring the
solidarity of the French Socialist Party with the views of Prizyv.

¥ Liubov’ 1. Aksel’rod-Ortodoks (1868-1946), disciple of Plekhanov and writer on
philosophical subjects, joined Potresov and Maslov in 1916 in the publication of Delo,
successor to Nashe Zaria (1914) and Nashe Delo (1915), which the government had
suppressed.
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Hy, nopa xonuate. OueHb 06sikeTe MeHs, COOOIINB MHE CBOM JIMYHBIE
BIIEYATIIEHHU S, MTOJIyYeHHBIE HA (PpaHily3ckoM Cnesje.
Moii HckpenHuit M ropsiumii npuseT BceM Bam.
Baw I'. Inexanos

P.S. A pazopsan konBept, 4To6bI npudaBuTh 10T post-scriptum. Ecin pe-
weHo Oyner, 4To cheayTcs Ha KoHdepenuuto des pays Alliés nub Te, KO-
TOpBIE NPEACTARIAIOT CBOM MapTuu B bropo (MexayHapoaHoM couman.),
TO Hajo Oynet obpaTuTees k Bannepsensiy, kak npeacrasutento Mcnosn-
Hutesibioro Komurtera M.C. Bropo ¢ npocs60ii KoHCTaTHPOBATh, 4TO pyc-
CKas napTus ObL1a in statu nascendi kak pa3 HakaHyHe BOMHBI: Hala 6proc-
cenbCkas koHpepenuns. M mbl TpebGyem, 4ToObI Bce Te, KOTOpBIE NpeacTa-
BJISUTM CBOW I'PYNNbI HA YTOH OproccesibCkOi KOH(EPEHIIMH, MOJYYHIH Obl
NMpaBo MnpeacTaBuTENILCTBA Ha conference des pays allies. C'est justice.
Bannepsesnbie 3HaeT Haule TorjailHee [OJOXKEHHWE, OH 3HAET Halle
HbiHellHee nojioxenne. OH He MOXeT He MoJUIEpPXaTh HAC.

CHecumecs ¢ HUM 0N MO€20 UMEHI.
Monsieur E. Vandervelde, ministre de la guerre belge, Le Havre.

HokymeHnThl, oTHOCSIIMECS K Hallel OProcCceibCKOi KOH(EPEHLIHH, BEPO-
ATHO, eflle XxpauaTcs y ['toncmanca. On 3naeT, 4to Ber, I'. An. v 51 — Mbl 00a
MMEEM NPaBO Ha MPeICTABHTEILCTBO. H TIPABO ITO JIOKHO OBITH MPH3HAHO
3a HAaMH, H OHO OyieT mpu3HaHO.99 Tonbko HaJ0 NOOOMBILIE HACTONYM-
BOCTH,

i 8

P.P.S. Crateio cBOt0 s nockutaro [May. 3aiiaure 3a Heil.

12. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo, le 1 octobre 1916
I'nybokoyBaxaemsbiii [ puropuit Anekceesnuy,
Toneko 4to nonyynn Bawe nucbmo. Ono odeHb 06pasoBaio MeHs, HO-
Ka3aB, 4TO Bbl CMOTpHTE Ha BOMPOC O COTPYAHHYECTBE B M3BECTHOH Bam
razete Tak xe, kak 1 1.1%° MoMeHT ovenb BaxHbIil B HeOOX0IMMO 061a1aTh

% Plekhanov had represented the Edinstvo group and Aleksinskii the Vpered group at
the Brussels conference in July 1914.

190 Plekhanov and Aleksinskii had been invited to collaborate in Russkaia Volia, a
newspaper which was to be published in Petrograd with financial support (as they
learned) of several banks. The paper appeared from December 15, 1916, till October 25,
I917. Some information on this paper, though tendentiously presented, appears in O.
Tsekhnovitser, Literatura i mirovaia voina, op. cit., pp. 111-18. A. D. Beliavskii, “G. V.
Plekhanov, ‘Prizyv’, i gazeta ‘Russkaia Volia™, in: Uchenye Zapiski Gor’kovskogo
Gosudarstvennogo Universiteta, No 85 (1967), adds a number of interesting details to
what is revealed by the letters here published.
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KAK CMEJIOCThIO, TAK M LIMPOTON MOJUTHUYECKOro B3rnsiaa. Mbl puckyem
YIYCTUTh HEYTO TAKOE€, KaKOoe MOTOM HaM yXe He BCTpeTHTCs. Tem He
MEHee s JIyMalo, YTO BbICTYNaTh Halo BcemM Ham BMmecte. Muaue naiue
¢ Bamu oTaenbHOE BBICTYIUIEHUE TIPUHSUIO OBl CMBICT NMOJIMTUYECKOTO pac-
kona B pemakuuu JlpusbiBa’™, a BcAKas MbIC/Ib, BCAKHHA CIIYX O TaKOM
packoJjie npuHeciiv Obl orpoMublil Bpea. [Ipn ToM ke s oT4acTH pasielnsro
onacenus T.T. JlrobumoBa u Boponosa. Pa3znensto — B Buay d'un fait
nouveau — 3aHATHS TMpeANoJaraBILIMMCs Tpex/ae u3aaTeneM o(uuHrab-
Horo mnocta.l®! T[lpasma, i1l s’est désisté, OH nepenaj CBOM MNpaBa H
MOJIHOMOYHMS JIMIlY, 3acC/yXHBAKOIIEMY HoJauTHYeckoe nosepue.l%2 Ho
nyuure, 4To6bl HE3aBUCUMOCTH razeThl ot [Ip[oTononosa] crana oyeBHIHOM
JUIS YuTaTeled Mpexae, HEXeId Mbl BBICTYNWIM B HeH. DTa HE3aBHCH-
MOCTb Cei¥ac e, KOHEYHO, U BBICHHUTCA: 34 ITO Py4aeTcs MMs HOBOIO
minatensi. 1 torna HUYTO He NOMENIAeT HaM JeATelbHO COTPYAHHYATh
B rasere. A paHbllie HEYJA00HO, — OY€Hb Xajlb, YTO 3arpaHUYHASA Tele-
rpaduas madpopmanus nocranercs ve Ham. Ho uto xe nenats? [lpu Tom
xe Bol MoxeTe (M J0MkHBI) noTpedboBaTh, 4TOOBI BCe TenerpadHbie KOp-
pPECNIOHAEHTHI HOBOM ra3deThbl 00si3aHbl ObUIH DE3MPEKOCIIOBHO NEPECHUIATH
B Hee BCE Te COOOLIIEHUs, KOTOPbIE Mbl HAl/IeM HYXHBIM caenaTh. S nymato,
YTO MU0 ¢ KOTOopeiM Bbl Besete meperoBopsl, 6€3 Tpyaa corjiacHTCs Ha
ITO.

[Tonumaro, kak nocaaHo OynaeT, eciiM YHIET OT HAC 3aBUAHAS BO3MOX-
HocTb. OiHako le fait nouveau, o KOTOPOM s TOBOPWJ Bblllie, HE MO3BO-
JISET HAM HEMEUIEHHO BBICTYIATH B rasete. [1oamomy u umena Hawu noka
He 00AHCHBI S819MbCA 8 CnucKke compyonuxos. Tak s aymato. Jlvuo, ¢ koto-
pbiM Bbl Benere neperoBophl, NpUCIATIO MHE TelerpaMMy € M3JIOXKEHUEM
nosioxxenus nen B [lapuxe u B Poccumn. Anpeca ero st He 3HaKO ¥ HE MOTY
eMy oTBeTHTh. [lpomy Bac, T. AlleKCHHCKHH, OTBETUTH €My 3a MEHS U
cka3aTh, 4TO He Tenerpamma Mopnanckoro,193 a Beile yka3aHublid fait
nouveau, noOyX/JaeT MEHS MEJUTUTh C BLICTYIUIEHMEM B ra3eTe.

Kemamu. A ne suxwcy nadoomnocmu o0yciosausams Hauie (803MONCHOE
Oyoyuee) sbicmyniaenue coeaauienuem Aopuarosa ¢ Hopoanckum.

101 A, D. Protopopov (1866-1918), leader of the Octobrist Party and Vice Chairman of
the Duma, who was named Minister of the Interior in September 1916.

102 Evidently a reference to I. D. Sytin (1854-1934), publisher of the Moscow daily
Russkoe Slovo since 1897, which was close to the Kadets in 1905, and took the patriotic
position during the World War. The word “evidently” is used because a number of
persons figured prominently in the organization of Russkaia Volia, not only Protopopov
and Sytin but S. A. Adrianov and A. V. Amfiteatrov (of whom more hereafter). Con-
cerning Sytin’s involvement, see A. M. Gor’kii and V. G. Korolenko, Perepiska, stat’i i
vyskazyvaniia (Moscow, 1957), pp. 75, 80.

103 'N. 1. Iordanskii (1876-1928), editor of Sovremennyi Mir, a monthly journal to which
Plekhanov contributed frequently both in the pre-war years and during the war. After the
February Revolution, he and Plekhano' jointly edited the new Edinstvo.
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B taknx aenax Hopoanckuil cauwukom Rpucaywugaemca K momy, ymo
ckaxcem Mapba A.aexceesna, a yTa NOCNEHSS, HABEPHO, ellle J10r0 OyneT
KneBeTaTh Ha rasery.'® Hem, mbi camu 30ecy doaxncuvt pewums, MOXHO
M Oyner (M KOr/la MMEHHO) BBICTYNAaTh HAM B raseTe. Peliup 310, Mbl no-
uieM AipHanoBy 10 KOJUIEKTHBHYIO Tesler paMMy. YCII0BbTECH C HUM Ha ee
cuet. [losmopsio, Mbl OKOHUGMEALHO OMEepHemMca om Gaecmaweil noAumu-
NECKOU BO3MONCHOCHIU, €CAU NOCMABUM HAWE 8bICMYNAeHUe B 3aBACUMOCTH
OT meperoBopoB AjpuanoBa ¢ Mopnanckum. Bnpouem, Ha IHAX y MeHs
Oyner AMpuTeaTpos,'% u 5 ¢ HUM moxce NeperoBOpro 06O BCEM ITOM.

A uto xe ,.I[Ipuseis™? Boimen nu robuneinsiit Homep? S ero He nmero.
MHe kaxeTcs, 4TO B BUAY HEJOCTATKA CPEJICTB Jyyilie caeiath ,,[1pu3bis”
osyxnede. b 107

Ouenb 6naronapro Bac 3a kuury Baueii cynpyru ., Parmi les blessés™, 108

MuTepecnasi 1 O4eHb TATAHTIINBO HATIMCAHHAA KHHXKKA.

[peanublii
Baum I'. I'lnexanos

13. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

Geénes, 23 okts0ps 1916 1.

Hoporoii ['puropuii Anekceesmu,

A ceituac Buaen AmdureaTposa, KOTOpbIi poe3nom B Poccnio, yBuaures
u ¢ Bamu. S ckazan emy, 4TO O HEMEWIEHHOM BBICTYIUIEHUH HALIEM B
MpEANONaraollencs ra3eTe He MOXET ObITh peyd. ITO €My HE HPABUTCS.
Ho B cymmnocTn Hauie peiienue coBnanaer ¢ ero codctsenubiM. OH ellie

1 “My God, what will Princess Mar’ia Alekseevna say”, the last lines of Griboedev's
play Gore ot uma, was a byword among Russians for timidity induced by fear of what
others might say.

19 8. A. Adrianov, one of the editors of the moderate liberal daily Slovo, published in St
Petersburg in 1906 to 1909. One of the organizers of Russkaia Volia, he had conducted
negotiations with the Prizyv editors in Paris on the terms of their participation.

1% A. V. Amfiteatrov (1862-1938), journalist and novelist who was exiled to Siberia in
1902 for having lampooned the Tsar in one of his works. After emigrating to Paris in 1905,
he later affiliated with the Socialist Revolutionaries. With the outbreak of the war, he
assumed a defensist stance. He returned to Russia in late 1916 to take part in the
establishment of Russkaia Volia. In Russia, on September 28 (15), Gorkii advised
Korolenko that, according to a telegram from Amfiteatrov to Sytin, Plekhanov had
agreed to collaborate in Russkaia Volia. A few weeks later Gor’kii informed Korolenko
that Plekhanov had telegraphed to deny the rumors concerning his participation. Gor’kii
and Korolenko, Perepiska, op. cit., p. 80.

' The anniversary number of Prizyv, twice the normal size, was published on October
1. Thereafter the paper did appear at two-week intervals.

' Tatiana Alexinsky, Parmi les blessés. Carnet de route d’une aide-doctoresse russe
(Paris, 1916). Published in Engush under the title With the Russian Wounded (London;
1916).
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caM He 3HaeT, YTO OH caeiaer, npuexas B Poccuro. MoxeT ObiTh, OCHYET
Apyroil oprai. 9To ero ciosa. B BHAy TakOH HEONpeIeeHHOCTH MOJIO-
XEHUSA — YTO MOXKEM Mbl CKa3aTh TeNnepb, KPOME TOTO, YTO Mbl NOJIEPKHUM
ero, NMo Mepe HallMX CHI, €C/IM €MY YIAcTCsl OCHOBAThb HE3aBUCHUMBIH
oprau?

Coryiacutech, 4To — HUYero. Ho Tak kak y Hero campie JIy4lIHE HaMe-
pEHMsl, TO OTBOPAYUBATHLCA OT HEro, KaKk 3TO roToB ciaenath Mopaanckuid,
ObL10 Obl U HecnpagedAUBo u Heye1ecooOPA3HO 8 NOAUMUYECKOM OMHOUEHUU.
Ou ne 6ynet uu opPUUHO30M, HH TOCOOHMKOM (CO3HATENLHBIM) OUPKEBOH
CEeKyAauuK. ITO HA0 MOMHHUTb M OTHOCHTBCH K HEMY COOOPA3HO € ITHUM
ero aktupoM. Cnemy mociaTh MUCbMO, TAK KAK MHE 1IOPA Ha MOE3/1.

Kmy pyky
Baw I'. ILiexanos

P.S. [MoBTOpA10, HAZI0 UMETH B BUY, 4TO Y AM(HUTEaTPOBA ECTh, M0 4aCTH
M3IaTEeNbLCTBA, HE OJHA TOJBKO BO3MOXHOCTBH. Pa3zoinsace ¢ npeanosarae-
MO#i Terepb ra3eroil, OH KMeeT BO3MOXHOCTb OCHOBATH Jpyryto. C 3T0i
BO3MOXXHOCTHIO OCHOBAHUS MM HE3aBHCHMOTO OpraHa HeoOXOoAMMO CHH-
TaTbCH.109

Baw I'.IT.

14. PLEKHANOV TO ALEKSINSKII

San Remo. 27 nHosOps 1916 1.

Hoporoii I'puropuii Anekceesud,
[Tpoctute, uto 1 mo cux nop Bam He orBeTwn: s ObUI HE3NOpPOB, Ja U
Tenepsb eue He coBceM onpaBwics. Ho aymaerca MHe, 4To Teneps yxe
be3ycioBHO HeoOxoaMMo HanucaTh Bam B Buny HekoTopeix faits nouveaux.
B Giornale d'Italia na nusx noseunace koppecrnonaeHuus u3 Ilerpo-
rpaja, B KOTOPOH FrOBOPHTCs O HOBOM oprane, kak 06 oprane IIporononosa.
Mpod. I'peneckyn1® noymxen Obu1 BLIATH 3 LI.K. kageTckoi napTuu B BUAY
NPHHAJIEXKHOCTH CBOEH K ero pejakiinoHHo# kosuierun. Mopaauckuii tene-
rpadupoBan MHE O TOM, YTO HOBOE HM3[1aHME MOBTOpPsAeT npuemnl 3yba-
tosa. TyTt, moBuaumMomy, Hegopazymenue. O 3ybaToOBCKHX mpHEMax MOXHO
rOBOPHUTh, — eciu MOXHO, — pa3Be JIMIUb B npHMeHeHHH K ,,Paboueii

109 Amfiteatrov changed his mind again, and became an editor of Russkaia Volia. When
Plekhanov was advised by friends in Russia that the paper was financed by banking
interests, he felt compelled to bow out. Nachalo (Paris), November 26, 1916; Gor’kii and
Korolenko, Perepiska, p. 80.

110 N. A. Gredeskul (1864-?), jurist and leader of the Kadet Party. He quit the party in
1916.
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["azere™, 1! npoexTuposannoii ,,B chepax” (Bbl, HABEPHO, YHTAIHN O Heil B
razetax). Ho kak Obl TamM HM ObU10, €10 M3AaHMS ra3eThl npuoOperaeT
BECbMa HENPHATHBIA MPUBKYC. 1 yMato, 4TO MBI XOPOILIO C/le1aNN, BO31ep-
KABUIMCH OT y4acTHs B JIE/Ie, Ha CYET KOTOPOro caM AMGuTeaTpoB cral,
kak OyaTo, COMHEBATBHCS NEpel CBOMM OTHE3IOM B PoccHio. Hymaetcs
MHe, YTO ¥ Bbl nocTynuiu 6b1 ocTopoxHee, eciiu Obl, OKA 4TO. OCTAIUCH B
expectative. Tenepb ellle He MO3AHO, AyMaeTcs MHe, OTKIOHSTH HEME-
JienHoe ydacTre. borock, uTo Bel noxaneere morom, ecnu nocTynure nHave.
[TpoctuTe, 4T0 nato Bam 3TOT COBET, M OBEpPbTE, YTO MENAKO ITO € ANHCTBEH-
HO M3 pacronoxenus k Bam, kak Kk 0/1HOMy W3 caMbIX TATAHTIMBBIX PYCCKHX
NnyOJIMIIMCTOB HAILIMX AHel. 112

Kcratn o nyboamuncruke. B nocinennem Homepe . Ilpu3biBa” He GbUIO
Bauueii cratbn. D10 ouenn xanb. | [1pu3bis’ oyenn MHOTO noTepseT, ecjiv Boi
nepecTaHeTe nucaTh B HeM. Jla u He BUXY 8 Juist 3TOro ocHoBaHuii. Pa3uo-
IJIACHA N0 BONPOCY 00 Y4acTHH B ra3eTe He HACTOJILKO BAXHO, YTOOBI CTOMIIO
PacxoaHThCS U3 34 HEro. 113

Ecim Bawa cynpyra yxe npuexana. nepenaiite eii moi NIPUBET U CKAXKUTE,
4TO 5 C BETMYAHIIMM YIOBOJILCTBHEM [IPOYEN €e OYEPKH, Ype3BbIYaiiHO
TANAHTIMBOE U HCKPEHHOE MPOM3BEICHHUE.,

Kmy pyky
[Mpenanusblii Bam I'. Inexanos

15. PLEKHANOV TO HIS DAUGHTER EVGENIIA AND HER HUSBAND

San Remo, ce 31 décembre 1916.
Mes chers enfants,
Nous venons de vous envoyer une dépéche; maintenant je veux vous parler
moins briévement.

Ma santé a, tout 'automne, été trés mauvaise. C’est ennuyent, mais c’est
comme-¢a, et il faut prendre les choses comme elles sont. Esperons que,
dorénavant, cela ira mieux.

Maman souffre un peu a la suite d’une chute qu’elle a faite, car il régne
ici, des six heures du soir une obscurité compleéte. Il parait qu’il lui est arrivé

"' Rabochaia Gazeta, a daily published in St Petersburg 1906-08, was ostensibly the
organ of “The Independent Social Workers’ Party™. In reality, it was run by an agent of S.
V. Zubatov (1863-1917), the well-known architect of police socialism.

"2 Aleksinskii failed to take Plekhanov’s advice, and this precipitated a crisis in Prizyv.
His collaboration in a publication associated with Protopopov was intolerable, as Avk-
sent’ev, one of the most important of the Prizyv editors, had blasted Protopopov in Prizyv,
No 53 (October 28, 1916), for his irresponsibility vis-a-vis his party and the Progressive
Bloc, and his apparent solidarity with the reactionary cabinet.

"% Aleksinskii's last contribution appeared in No 55 (December 2).
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la méme chose qu’a toi, Génia. Tu ne nous a pas parlé de ton accident.
Dis-nous, au moins, comment tu vas a présent.

Pour ce qui est du passé, j’ai, durant toute la guerre, beaucoup admiré
Pactivité de Georges!'* et j’en ai été fier. Par sa propagande il a rendu un
véritable service a I’entente. Je voudrais bien qu’il m’écrive de temps en
temps pour me dire ce qu’il pense de la situation. Je suppose qu’il est du
méme avis que moi quant aux propositions allemandes, comme a celles de
Wilson et du conseil fédéral suisse. Nous ne pouvons point entrer en
pourparlers avec un ennemi qui foule notre sol.'’® Georges n’est pas un
jacobin, mais il approuvera cette forte parole de la Cénvention.

Je pense venir a Paris pour la conférence des socialistes des pays alliés.!16
Comme elle aura lieu au mois de mars, je vous reverrai dans deux mois. Je
vous dis en vérité que j’en serai trés heureux.

Genia, vois-tu mes amis russes? As-tu rencontré Alexinsky? Que dit-il de
la «Rousskaia Vola»? Vous savez, peut-étre, qu’on m’a passablement em-
bété avec ce journal. Amphithéatroff m’a télégraphié que Pourichkévitch
en attaquant son journal dans un discours a la Douma, a abusé de mon
nom. Je ne sais pas jusqu’d présent en quoi consistait cet abus.!l? Le
reproche qu’on fait 4 la Rousskaia Vola se reduit a ceci: on prétend que ce
sera le journal officieux du ministére de I'Intérieur (Protopopoff). Natu-
rellement, je ne puis pas étre un publiciste officieux, mais il me semble que
la Rousskaia Vola ait été calomnié. Qui vivra, verra.

Et voici un fait assez piquant pour terminer. Les prisonniers russes
¢vadés d’Allemagne racontent que, dans les camps de concentration, on
distribue une brochure russe dirigée contre moi. Quand j’ai appris cela, j’ai

114 Georges Batault, see note 49.

15> The German government on December 12 had asked the United States to inform the
Entente governments that the Central Powers were prepared to negotiate peace, though
no terms were stated. On December 18, President Wilson suggested that the belligerents
state their terms, and offered to assist in the inauguration of negotiations. The Swiss
Federal Council on December 23 sent all the belligerents a note enthusiastically sup-
porting Wilson’s initiative. All three documents are printed in Papers Relating to the
Foreign Affairs of the United States, 1916, Supplement (Washington, 1929), pp. 94,
97-99, 117.

116 The conference treated at some length in No 11. Originally scheduled for January, it
was put off to March, 1917.

117 V. M. Purishkevich (1870-1920), a founder of the reactionary Union of the Russian
~ People, was a member of the Second, Third and Fourth Dumas, and a participant in the
assassination of Rasputin in December 1916. In the course of a long rambling speech in
the Duma on November 19, he charged that Protopopov’s projected paper was financed
by German funds. He declared that efforts had been made to secure the collaboration of
Leonid Andreev, Gor’kii and Korolenko, but did not mention Plekhanov, abusively or
otherwise. Gosudarstvennaia Duma, Stenograficheskii otchet, Chetvertyi sozyv, Sessiia
V. Zasedanie 6, November 19, 1916, pp. 281ff.
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€t€ trés touché par cette attention du gouvernement allemand. La bro-
chure, qui est entre les mains d’'un de mes amis, est écrite par un certain
Parvus.118
Je vous embrasse bien et vous prie de transmettre mes meilleurs souhaits
a la famille de Georges.
Bien a vous
G. Plekhanoff

Bon souhaits et touts mes amitiés & a bientot.
Lydie

Cher Georges, en m’associant a toutes les bonnes choses que Vous a dit
mon mari, je Vous remercie infiniment pour Votre charmante lettre. Nous
sommes heureux de Vous savoir si unis et si heureux avec Genia que nous
aimons plus que notre vie. Santé, courage et bonheur!

Votre meére affectionnée
Rosalie Plékhanoff

16. PLEKHANOV TO THE EDITORS OF PRIZYV

Can Pemo, 4-ro siuBaps 1917 .
Hoporue ToBapuiu,
1 HE3/10pPOB M MOTOMY MONPOCKHI MOIO XKEHY HAMUCATh BaM 3TO MHCHMO
Mo MOKO INKTOBKY.

A ue coBceM noHsuT cmbicn nucem T.1. Jlebenesa u Jlo6umoBa. [TepBbirii
M3 HUX MUUIET, YTO Tenepb cyuiecTtBoBanue ,,I1pu3biBa’™ 3aBUCUT OT MeHs.
B xakom cmbicie? Eciu Bel nymaere, uto s BbIMIYy M3 peJaKIMH, pa3
OHa HE COIJIACHTCA C MOMM MHEHHEM O fefie T. AJIEKCHHCKOTO, TO Bbi
omnbaetech. S BO BCIKOM Cilyyae noYHHIOCH JMCIMIUIMHE HALLETO penak-
UHOHHOTO KPYXKa. 3Ha4MT, OCTAETCS r0OJI0COBATL BOMPOC 00 ynbTUMATYMe
T. AJIEKCHHCKOTO H MOCTYNHTBL COOOPa3HO MHEHHIO GonbmHcTBa. 1 Ho

"8 From the beginning of the war, the Germans had permitted the internationalist Golos
and its SR counterpart Mysl’, as well as Bolshevik literature, to reach Russian prisoners of
war. Parvus had assailed Plekhanov for his “nationalist-chauvinist” position within
months of the war's outbreak. See Senn, The Russian Revolution in Switzerland., pp- 135,
138; Aleksinskii, “O provokatsii”, in: Sovremennyi Mir, 1915, No 3, pp. 60-61. It is thus
entirely credible that the Germans would have distributed a Parvus brochure against
Plekhanov and defensism, but I have not located it.

"% The editors of Prizyv demanded that Aleksinskii withdraw from participation in
Russkaia Volia or be dropped from the board of Prizyv. They were no doubt
strengthened in their resolve by the insistence of a group of Zurich supporters of Prizyv
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npexje yeM Bbl Oynere ronocosars, no3posiibTe MHe BBICKA3aTh CBOM CO-
0OpaxkeHus MPOTHUB YJIbTUMATYMA.

Kora mpl npecrieayemM kakyro HUOY/Ib 11€/1b, Mbl O/DKHBI ITPUHECUTD €K B
KEPTBY BTOPOCTENEHHbIE U TPEThECTENEHHbIE YACTHOCTH. B nannom ciy-
Ya€ Halla LeJb €CTh NponaraHjia W3BECTHOIO B3IJIA/la HAa MNOJIOXKEHHE,
CO3/1aHHO€ BOWHOW. B cpaBHeHue ¢ 3TOM 1ebio y9acTue T. AJIEKCHHCKOTO
B ,,Pycckoit Bone™ ecTb uMeHHO BTOpOCTENneHHas 4aCTHOCTL. S CorjaceH,
4TO 3Ta YaCTHOCTL NPHHOCHT HaM HekoTopble Heyaobctsa. Ho Hecpas-
HEHHO Oosble HEyNOOCTB NMpHHECET HAM Pa3pbiB ¢ T. AnexcuHckuM. S
Ge3 yxaca M moaymaTh HE MOTY O TOM, KaK HENPUATHO H3YMHT OH CO-
HYBCTBYIOLIME HAM KPYI'M MEXIYHApOJHOH colua-ieMokpaTuu. Encore
une scission!

bnaronaps 3ToMy H3yMIIEHHIO 3HAYUTETBHO YMEHbILIMTCS HALLI yIAEJIbHbIH
BeC Ha mpeacTosiiedn Kondepennun coumanucros corosueix crpan. Ho
Kak Obl TaM HM ObLIO, pa3 Bbl PELIMIH MPEALIABHTH CBOI YIbTHMATYM
AJNIEKCMHCKOMY — NPEABABIANRTE : 1 U3 32 9TOr0 He YHAY.

[Mpubamiio TONLKO, 4TO MHE M3BECTHO BCE TO, YTO FOBOPWIOCH B Ile-
4ath o ,,Pycckoit Bone™, u s 10 cux nmop He yGexIeH, 4To Ha Hee He
KiepellyT. Bac cmymaer nucemo Mopaanckoro. Ho MopaaHckwii co cTpa-
XOM H COXAaNEeHWEM TOBOPWI MHE O TOM, 4TO Mbl B HallleM MaHHdecTe
BbICKA3aJTUCh MPOTHUB BCMbILUEK. On moxce 6oa4ca cyda obuecmseHno2o
MHEHUA N0 3IMOMY nO60JY.* B TAKUX CiTyuasiX. BosizHb 00111eCTBEHHOTrO MHEHHUS
BbIHYZIM/IA €r0 HaneyaTaTk NpoTHB Hac ctathio Poxkosa. INpasna, Uop-
NAHCKWI HameYaTaa CBOK aHTUKPHTHKY. OIHAKO, BCNOMHHMTE, YTO OHA 6bL1a
O3arjiaBiieHa O HAKA3aHWW Kamop2oil TIPECTYNHHKA, KOTOPOTO CleayeT
TOJIBKO cocaamb Ha noce.enue. ,,CIMILKOM CTPOrud npurosop’. Bossub
00LUECTBEHHOr0 MHEHHS NoMellana MopaaHckom Y 3aBUThb O MOJIHOH CBOEH
COJIMIAPHOCTH € HaMH. 120

Yo xe kacaeTcst ywacTusi 6aHKOB, B TeX MPOMBILLUTEHHBIX NPEaNPUATHSX,
koTopeie noaaepxusarot ,,Pycckyro Bonwo™, To 1 He monmmaro, oTyero
,»JKOHOMHUCT" Pycckux BegomocTeit m3o6paxaer ero, kak HEYTO MOYTH
npectynHoe.!?! Takoe yuacTue eCTh OTIHYHMTEILHAS 4epTa MOYTH BCEX

& words missing

that Aleksinskii be expelled from the editorial board. Senn, The Russian Revolution in
Switzerland, p. 220.

120 In his article “Politicheskie zametki”. in: Sovremennyi Mir, 1915, No 10, pp.
196-200, lordanskii reproduced the public letter mentioned above, p. 327. No 12 (pp.
159-61) carried a critique of the letter, “Vozzvanie oborontsev”, by the historian and
Social Democrat N. 1. Rozhkov (1868-1927). Immediately following Rozhkov’s piece,
lordanskii set down a cogent critique of Rozhkov under the title “Slishkom strogaia
kritika”, but it evidently did not go as far as Plekhanov wished.

"2 An article in Russkie Vedomosti, November 29, 1916, by A. Maksimov (not Eko-
nomist) entitled “Ch’ia gazeta”, reports a denial by Protopopov that the projected
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Oonee HOBLIX OTpac/iell NPOMBILIUIEHHOCTH MOYTH BO BCEX HoJsiee MOJIOIBIX
KanmM TATMCTHYECKMX cTpaHaXx. (['epMaHckasi TPOMBILIUIEHHOCTD B OTJIMYKE OT
¢paniy3ckoii oueHb MHOIUM 00s13aHa TakoMy y4acTturo). [Tpotus ,,Pycckoit
Bonu™ roBOpUMT moka TONBKO 803MOMCHOCHIL TOTO, YTO OHA HE2AACHO fi-
Bigercs opranom Ilporononosa. 3anax oppuIHO30B It HAC HEBLIHOCHM.
Ho nodospenue enie He ectb ygepernocnmes. A 4T0 €I IO JO3PEHUE OKAXKETCH
HEOCHOBaTENbHBLIM 7 BONpoC 3TOT peliuTCcs O¥YeHb CKOPO — COAEPXKAHHEM
cTated, meyartaembix B ,,P.B.” u, Tak kak OH pelINTCA OYE€Hb CKOPO, HET
HaJOOHOCTH CMELIMTh ¢ HAIIMMU PELIEHHUSIMH OTHOCHTEILHO TOBAPMILIEH,
y4acTBYIOLIMX B HA3BAHHOW ra3eTe: MOXeT ObITb, OHM CAMU YHIYT U3 Hee,
03HAKOMMBIIIHCH C NEPBLIM Xe JIECITKOM €€ HOMEPOB.

A cosetoBan Obl HaneyaTaTh, YTO penakuus ,,I1puspiBa™ nocranoswia
OOJBIIMHCTBOM CTOJNBKHX TO TOJIOCOB NMPOTHUB OJIHOIO, YTO €€ 4YWIEHAM
cnenyet Bo3jaepxarbest OT yyacTus B ,,Pycckoit Bone™ 10 okoH4aTe/IbHOTO
BBISSICHEHUS XapakTepa 3Toro u3janus. Korna 9ro Oyaer HaneyataHo, ToO
BCAKOMY CTAHET SCHO, YTO AJIEKCMHCKHH M ObUT TEM 4IEHOM peJaKlUMH,
KOTOPBIH TOJIOCOBAJI NMPOTHB €€ MOCTAHOBJICHUS M HE HALlIeJ HYXHbIM €My
nomuHHUTLCS. 22 BCAKMI OLIGHMT 3TO, COMIACHO CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM
MOHATHEM O JIMCUMIUIMHE. DTO noctato4no. Ho eie pa3 — s noa4MHAIOCH
BallleMy pellieHnto, npocs 00 oaHom: u3aasaiiTe |, I1pu3biB”™, eciin ecThb
Ha 3TO MaTepyalbHas BO3MOXHOCTb. Sl nmpoues cTaThio T. ABKCEHTbEBA M,
XO0TS CMOTPIO HAa BOMPOC O MHUPHbIX NMperTokeHusix ['epManuu coscem
HHa4e, O/IHAKO roNnocyio 3a ee nomeuleHue.'*? HyxHo TOIbKO OroBOPHUTS,
YTO HEKOTOPBIE JIPYrHe WIeHbl PeAaKIIMU JyMarT HHAYE U YTO OHU TOXKE
BBICKAXYT CBO€ MHEHHe. MHe xoTenoch Obl 3HATHL, NMOJYYWIH JIH MOHM
nucbMa (1.17. Jlebenep u JItoOMMOB) U MOIO CTaThIO O PA3HOITIACHAX MEX1Y
MTATbIHCKHMH counanuctamu.?* Ussectute Mens 06 rTom.

Kmy Bam pyku
Bam I'. I'lnexanos

newspaper is supported by banks, together with his admission that it has the support of a
number of large industrial enterprises, whose names he listed. To Maksimov, it made
little difference whether banks or industrial enterprises were the backers, and he doubted
that this would be a democratic organ despite the participation of Amfiteatrov.

122 A note on the last page of Prizyv, No 58 (January 25, 1917), announced: “Beginning
with this number, G. A. Aleksinskii no longer participates in Prizyv’s editorial board.”
123 Avksent'ev's article “O mire”, in: Prizyv, No 57 (December 30, 1916), reported on the
recent rash of peace initiatives. Though he had reservations about the sincerity of the
German proposal, he urged that both sides be pressed to disclose their war aims, in accord
with Wilson’s suggestion. In “Nakanune”, in: Prizyv, No 60 (March 31, 1917), Plekhanov
elaborated his objections to those whom he thought too trusting of the Germans.

'#* Plekhanov’s “Raznoglasie v ital’ianskom lager Tsimmerval'd-Kintal'tsev” appeared
in Prizyv, No 58.
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P.S. ITuceMo Moe 310 6bUIO TPOAMKTOBAHO MKOIO BYepa BeuepoM. Ceroans
nepea OTNPABKOIO HA MOYTY, 1 XOUy NMPUOABUTE €LIE HECKOJILKO CJIOB,
1. JInyno 51, BepOATHO, He cTain Obl nucaTh B ,,Pycckoii Bone”, naxe B
TOM clly¥ae, ecyii Obl OHA OKa3ajaach BIIOJIHE HE3ABHCUMOMW M OYEHb NPO-
rpecCMBHBIM oOpraHoMm. Mensa oTTankusaeT AM@uTEaTpOBCKas MaHepa
BepbOBaTh COTPYAHHMKOB, — a TJIaBHOE, — HEMpPAaBWIbHOE M300paxeHue
npouecca Takod BepboBku: B [lapuxe AMbuteaTpoB HAroBOpWI MHOIO
TaKOro, 4ero Hukoraa He ObiBaio. Ho Bce-Taku s cCUMTAIO HYXHBIM MOAO-
XIaTh COOBITHH U HE COCTABIATH ce0e menepy Ke, OKOHYATEIbHOE MHEHHE O
,,Pycckoi Bone™. :
2. ,.Jlpu3biB” He caenan eule U NOJOBHHBI TOrO, YTO MOXET clenaTb. Emy
MPeJACTOUT UIrpaTh HEMATOBAXHYIO POJb npu 3AKIIOYEHUH MHUpA M noc.ie
3AKJIFOYEHUS] MHPA OH MPUTOJUTCS, KaK opean NPoKIadbl8aiowjuit Nyme 045
0bveduHeHus ecex cul pycckoeoo coyuaiuima. Beabs 3T0 3anavya orpoMHOM
ucTopuueckoi BaxHoCTH. MTak, npojiomxkaite uznasarts . Ilpu3biB™, He-
CMOTPS Ha pacxoxaeHus ¢ ToB. Asiekcunckum. S Oyay paboraTte Uist Hero
yCep/IHEe, YEM MpPexk/Ie.

[".I1.

Ewe oano. ToB. ABKCEHTbEB TOBOPHJI O 3aHSITUM HEMIAMH MECTHOCTEH
OeNbruicKux, PpaHuy3CKUX, MOJIbLCKUX, JIMTOBCKUX U Ap. Ho oH 3a0biBaer
0 MECTHOCTSIX 3anadnoii Pycu.'?®> Mex 1y Tem ,,Pycckuii TTpu3bis’ He 10KeH
3a0bIBATH O HUX.

[Tpomy T. JlebeneBa nepenate 1. JItobumoBy Moro npocs0y caenats
Iuis MeHs B cioBape bpokray3a u D¢pona cnipaBky 00 THOrpaguueckom
cocTaBe HacesleHus B ryoepuusx Buneunckoii, ['ponenckoit 1 KoBeHckoii.

MHe HyXHbI TOUHBIE UHPBDI.

[.IL

Ceiivac nony4wi nmucbMoO TOB. ABKceHTheBa. S rojlocyr0 MpOTHMB BCex
TEX MyHKTOB, KOTOPbI€ Bbl peruwnn npubasuts k Baiuei pesomonuu. Iuck-
Mo MoppaHckoro, nojgy4yeHHoe T. ABKCEHTHEBBIM, HE CMYTHT MEHS HUKA-
KUMH XapaKTepUCTUKAMH B BUIY TOM xapaktepucTuku 1. Mopnanckoro, ko-
TOpyto s aaia Beille. Ho ¢ 3TuM nenioM Hago Tak WM MHA4Ye MOKOHYMTD:
OHO mewiaem pabomamp. I"0510Cy10 NPOTHB 10OABIEHUI H TPOLITY NPHOaBHTD,
YTO MPH TOJOCOBAHHMHM NMPOTHUB HHUX Obla nodam odun 2o0aoc. Ho, mosTo-
pAt0, B TPETUH pa3: pe3oJIIOLUA NaXe B HOBOM BHJIE (¢ yKa3zaHuem mozo,
umo 6 peoaxkyuu Gvlau AU ee omeep2asiuie) He JI0JDKHA MELIATh NPO/10-
xeuuto ,,[1pu3biBa’.

125 In the article “O mire”,
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17. PLEKHANOV TO JULES GUESDE

San Remo, le 16 février 1917
Mon cher Guesde,
Vous avez sans doute appris par les journaux I'arrestation a Petrograde de
onze ouvriers, membres des comités industriels de guerre.126

C’est 1a une nouvelle fort peu réjouissante pour nous, encore que de
semblables coups soient malheureusement toujours a attendre de notre
gouvernement.

En effet, s’il arréte de temps a autre quelques «défaitistesy, il ne manque
jamais d’arréter et en grand nombre ceux qui travaillent sincerement a la
défense nationale. C’est ainsi qu’il comprend I'Union Sacrée.

Il est probable que les personnes arrétées sont Gvosdeffa 127 et ses
camarades. Or Gvosdeffa est le véritable chef du proletariat russe travail-
lant & la défense nationale. Son influence sur les ouvriers est immense et il
a su toujours avec le plus grand succés, tenir téte aux zimmervaldiens.
L'impression que peut causer son arrestation parmi les ouvriers, vous
I'imaginez sans peine.’?® Vous pensez bien que la propagande zimmerval-
dienne n’y perdra rien.

Il me semble, que les gouvernements alliés devraient déconseiller au
gouvernement russe de continuer cette politique qui nous ménera a une
catastrophe. Si vous voyez le Président de la République, parlez lui de tout
cela. Il trouvera, peut-étre, un moyen d’agir immédiatement sur le Czar,
qui probablement ne sait méme pas les persécutions dont nos ouvriers sont
'objet de la part de nos réacs.!2?

Bien a Vs G.P.

a copy Grosdeff

126 The members of the worker group of the Central War Industries Committee were
arrested January 29, 1917 (OS). It had been seated a little over a year earlier, on
December 3, 1915.

27 K. A. Gvozdev, a railroad worker and Menshevik, headed the workers group of the
War Industries Committee. He was one of those arrested in January 1917. After the
overthrow of the Tsar, he became a member of the Executive Committee of the Petrograd
Soviet, and he was Minister of Labor in the last Provisional Government coalition.

18 The arrest of the worker group touched off massive strikes, which may be thought of
as the prelude to the February upheaval.

129 In his diary the French ambassador in Petrograd mentions the arrest of the worker
group, but says nothing during the following weeks of instructions from his government
to take the matter up with the Tsar. See Paléologue, An Ambassador’s Memoirs, op. cit.,
11, pp. 191f.
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PS. Je peux venir prochainement a Paris pour la conférence.'*® Soyez assez
bon pour faire en sorte qu’on donne des ordres au consulat frangais de
Vintimille affin qu’on nous laisse passer ma femme et moi sans encombre.

18. R. M. PLEKHANOVA AND G. V. PLEKHANOV TO THEIR DAUGHTERS

[Tsarksoe Selo] le 29 Mai 1917 [OS]
a Mes cheres et adorées enfants
Voila deux mois et demi que nous avons quitté San-Remo et Paris et il nous
semble qu’il s’est ecoulé un siecle. Nous €tions trés Gccupés, trés tiraillés,
nous avons beaucoup vecu, nous avons eprouvés toutes sortes d’impres-
sions bonnes et mauvaises et malgré cette vie intense, nous ne pouvons pas
nous consuler de votre absence, de notre séparation et ne révons qu’une
chose: c’est de vous revoir, vous serrer contre notre poitrine. Nous espe-
rions, Lydie, que tu arrivera avec M™ Lounkevitch et les Krapotkine. C'est
dommage que tu ne sois pas saisi cette occasion.'! Mais tu auras encore
des camarades de voyage. Pars seulement dans des bonnes conditions.
Adresses toi & Mr Thomas. Il arrangera ton départ avec une mission
frangaise ou autre. Ne t’hasarde pas sur un bateau de commerce ou simple
bateau des passagers. Je t’ai déja écrit dans la lettre envoyée par Mme
Lafon, qu’il faut aporter des habits d’hiver et d’été des bas de coton et de
laine en abondance, car ici tout est hors de prix; je voudrais que tu aporte 2
camusoles Jagger ou imitations pour papa. La taille de Georges Batault
irait bien p. papa; aussi de I’etoffe pour 3-4 blouses ou des blouses faites
par les couturiers de Genia. Vous savez a peu prés ma mesure. Il faut
aporter tous les instruments de medecine et chirurgie (stetoscopes, appa-
reils p. ’ex. de la pression sanguine et autres). Ici c’est inabordable; aussi
du linge: 24 draps; 36 serviette de toilette; 24 a4 36 serviettes de table;
tabliers de bonnes (choisir les meilleurs). Pour nous installer pour I’hiver il
faut du linge et le linge est de prix. C’est plus avantageux de payer & Mlle
Guédin l'aller et retour & Paris de San-Remo pour qu’elle aporte tous ga
que d’acheter ici. Pour finir de parler des affaires je vous rapelle qu’il faut
payer les assurances de Londres et I'Urbaine. Mieux payer une année
entiére & chaque assurance et nous debarassés. J’ai laissé a Genia 900 Lires;

a in Plekhanova’s hand

130 He did not, for after having been put off from January to March 1917, the projected
conference of socialists of the allied nations was then postponed indefinitely.

131 Lydie was to have accompanied her parents to Russia in early April, but because of
her health it was decided that she should remain in San Remo, and come later in the
spring. R. M. Plekhanova to Lydie, London, April 2, 1917, Plekhanov Archive, Box 10.
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ajoutez ce qu’il faut et payez avant ton départ.

A présent sur notre sante et nos affaires: La sante de papa n’est pas du
tout bien: il a de la peine 4 se débarrasser de la grippe attrapée a Londres.
Il y a dans sa sante de haut et des bas, mais le mal, hélas! predomine. Et
pourtant la besogne presse. Quoiqu’il a refusé le poste de ministre, comme
je vous ai ecrit dans ma derni¢re lettre; mais redacteur du «Exunctso» et
comme directeur spirituel d’une grande partie de notre peuple et notre
opinion publique, il est terriblement occupé et ¢a fait pitié de le voir
pendant la fievre ou a la table a écrire ou & recevoir le mond nombreux et
varie qui vient lui parler, le consulter etc. De temps en temps il parle devant
des grandes assemblées, mais sa santé ne lui permet pas de faire ga regu-
licrement. Il y a 10 jours il a parlé devant un auditoire de 10,000 person-
nes. .. Il a parlé durant 2 heures et trés bien, mais il a pris froid 4 son
retour et a eu de la fievre pendant plusieurs jours et méme a presenta il fait
de 37,6-7 chaque soir. C’est bien triste. . . C'est une veritable tragedie cette
force physique limitée, alors que les regards de toute la Russie sont tournes
vers lui. «EanuctBo» notre journal a un grand succés. Papa regoit des
adherents et compliments de tous les cotés. En général, helas! le temps est
encore trés inquietant, trés trouble, I'armée encore bien desorganisée, mais
nous esperons que ¢a s’arrangera. Il y a déja des signes d’amélioration; par
exemple, la farine arrive ces derniers jours en abondance a Petrograd. . .
I'armée ne manque de rien. Le moral dans plusieurs sections du front est
excellent. .. Enfin I'horizon qui etait trés sombre s’eclaircit et nous
commengons a espérer que notre liberté sortira victorieuse de toutes les
epreuves. Les «leninzi» perdent du terrain et de la popularité.

Mes chers enfants, ecrivez nous des lettres; elles arriveront tard mais
arriveront quand méme. J’ai requ une charmante lettre de M!le Oulman et
une aussi charmante de Mme Pallandier.

Si vous saviez, comme nous nous ennyons sans vous. Nous nous conso-
lons & I'idée que bientot Genia pourra venir nous voir avec Georges.

Nous sommes installés & Zarskoé Selo tres bien. J’ai loué pour 4 mois un
joli appartement meublé. Notre adresse est:

Nizky Boulvar

Huskuii 6ynsBape 1. 8 k8. 4

& uncertain reading

'% The only speech Plekhanov made in the month of May that is printed in God na
rodine (I, pp. 89-93) was to a Congress of Delegates from the Front, an assemblage not
likely to have numbered 10,000. A speech he gave June 19 on the Kazan Square, to mark
the launching of a Russian offensive, was heard by a very large crowd. Ibid., pp. 219-20.
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C’est un app. au dessus de I'appart. des Belinky qui sont trés gentils avec
nous. Il faut aporter & Mm Bel. la liste d’affaires que j’ai envoyé avec Mm
Lafon.

Le porter de cette lettre est un ami a nous, Mr Svatikoff,’?* un conside-
rable personnage dans le gouvernement revolutionnaire. Recevez le bien.
Il est trés gentil et nous rend des grands services.

Je vous embrasse tous les trois tendrement.

a Mes chéres enfants, il y a longtemps que nous n’avons point de vos
nouvelles. Ecrivez maintenant. Nous pensons toujours a vous et nous vous
aimons plus que jamais. Quand est-ce que nous vous reverrons? Vous nous
manquez beaucoup. Ecrivez le plus vite possible. Salut a Georges.

Bien a vous.

G.P.
19. R. M. PLEKHANOVA TO HER DAUGHTERS

le 28 Novembr [1917 (OS)] Petrograd
Mes chers enfants,
je Vous ai ecrit plusieurs fois depuis le mois de Juillet: avec Tarle;'?* avec
un camarade-aviateur qui se rendait avec la mission russe en France; par
I'intermediaire de Lihoff avec Diamandi etc. .. nous attendions Lydie
avec impatience. Notre chagrin de ne pas la voir venir avec la famille
Destrée etait immense . . . mais ¢’était notr faute a nous: nous avons voulu
eviter & Lydie les emotions de la guerre civile. Mais nous avons emis une
chose: c’est que la guerre civile sera permanente durant un temps plus ou
moins longue jusque nous aurons un gouvernement stable et étre separe
durant tous ce temps de Vous, nos enfants cheris, ¢a serait penible pour
nous et Vous. D’un autr coté la vie, quoique tres emouvante et emotion-
nante est en méme temps trés interessante. Etre temoin de cette epoque

a in Plekhanov’s hand

133 P. S. Sviatikov, deputy chief of the Provisional Administration for Police Affairs and
Security of Person and Property, was ordered abroad on business by the Provisional
Government in early June. Vestnik Vremennogo Pravitel'sta, June 2, 1917.

134 E. V. Tarle (1875-1955), Russian historian of France, did not initially support the
Bolshevik Revolution. Indicative of his earlier relations with Plekhanov is his letter of
1913 printed in Filosofsko-literaturnoe nasledie G. V. Plekhanova, 11, p- 286. Plekhanov
wrote appreciatively of Tarle’s work in his History of Russian Social Thought,
Sochineniia, XX, p. 111, note. G. Diamandy, a Rumanian by origin, studied in France,

became a radical student leader, a fervent supporter of Guesde, and an acquaintance of
Plekhanov.
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presente un haut interét et prendre part dans la guerison morale et intel-
lectuel de notre pauvre peuple — est une tache noble et grande. En me
guidant de ces considérations j’ai telegraphié a Lydie qu’elle vienne avec la
premiére bonne occasion. Elle n’est pas venu; ¢a veut dire qu’elle n’a pas
trouvé d’occasion assez bonne. A présent les temps sont encore plus trou-
bles, 'orage et la tempéte grondent, nous vivons comme sur un vulcan,
mais on vit, on s’habitue a tout et nous ne disons pas a chére Lydie de ne
pas venir. Qu’elle fasse comme elle veut. Qu’elle pése tout et qu’elle decide
elle méme. Quand a nous nous serons trés heureux de I'avoir ici prés de
nous.

En tous cas si Lydie se decide de venir il faudra qu’elle s’embarque avec
des gens surs.

Ces lignes ont deja été ecrites, quand une belle vision en forme d’officier
frangais a fait rupture dans notre chambr d’hopital et nous a vite remis une
lettre et disparu. Cette lettre est de Georges, qui recommande & papa le
cam. P. et nous ecrit quelques mots sur Votre santé et la décision de Lydie
de remettre son depart a un temps ulterieur, quand les conditions seront
meilleures. Vous avez raison, mes enfants. Cheére Lydie ne te desole pas,
trouve en attendant une occupation et remets ton voyage qui, entrepris a
present, peut etre treés accidenté. Attendons un temps meilleur, il ne va pas
tarder, nous croyons. Travaille et sois courageuse, ma Lydie adorée. Nous
parlons avec papa trés souvent de vous et révons de nous trouver tous
ensemble.

A present quelques mots de notr vie. Vous savez que nous habitions
durant plusieurs mois Zarskoé. Nous étions bien 1a bas. Le climat et Iair
sont meilleurs qu’a Petrograd. Papa se sentait relativement bien, quoique,
il avait souvent de la fievre et les derniéres trois semaines il gardait de lit
(presque) 2 de Sirotinine'® et Lihoff qui venaient le voir de temps en
temps. Mais il travaillait toujours. Grace au repos au lit, la fievre com-
mengait a ceder, son état commengait a s’améliorer; il se sentait plus fort,
Fappétit renaissait, les nuits etaient meilleures et j’esperais que son état
nous permettra bientdt de partir au sud: en Caucase, ou nous conseillait de
nous rendre Sirotinine. Mais, helas! Tout s’est gaté, grace aux evenements
du 25 Octobre. La terreur 4 commencé a sevir, le voyage en chemin de fer
avec un malade est devenu impossible quoique toute protection nous a ete
promise. Arrivent les tragique journées 30-31 Oct.; battaille 4 la porte de
Zarskog, entre les cosacks d’un coté et le proletariat peterbourgien et les

2 two illegible words

1% Academician V. N. Sirotinin, the senior physician at the French hospital in Petrograd,
which Plekhanov entered in November 1917. R. M. Plekhanova, God na rodine, p. 4.



DOCUMENTS 373

matelos baltiques de I'autre cote — victoire des derniers et Zarsko€ a eté
inondé du peuple vainqueur sur leurs fréres cosaques. Fatigués et farou-
ches, ils ont perquisitionnés dans plusieurs maisons de Zarskog, en cher-
chant d’ennemis cachés, des armes. .. On a perquisitionné partout: chez
Belinqui, chez la proprietaire de la villa habitée par nous. On est venu chez
nous aussi, helas! Malgré les assurances de nos camarades et amis, que
jamais on osera venir cheza papa — votre papa, n’étant pas optimiste, était
sir que si on vienne, on ne fera pas de distinction — car ce n’etait pas avec
des gens conscients, qu’on avait affaire, mais avec un peuple inconscient
pour lequel le nom de Plékhanoff ne dit pas grand¢ grande chose. .. Il
n’ont jamais rien lu sauf la mauvaise litterature des bolchevikis et ne sont
imbus que de leurs devises simplistes. Ils voient des contre-revolutionnai-
res partout méme chez leur meilleurs amis. Ce sont de jeunes gens dans la
plupart sincéres, ayant le feu sacré et il faut les pardonner, car ils ne savent
pas ce qu'ils font. Ainsi.quand jai dit «[Tpunumy», papa a compris.

Papa etait etendu au lit. C’etait dans I’aprés midi, vers les 3 h. En
premier, sont venus un soldat, un matelot, — jeune, bien fait, avec belle
figure, mais celle ci, helas! ne promettait rien de bon, — et un jeune
adolescent de 16-17 ans de la garde-rouge. Ou est le patron? — Il est
malade, au lit. — Que voulez vous? — Il nous faut le patron. — Nous
sommes venus chercher des armes. — Mais nous n’avons pas des armes et le
patron est malade. Attendez ici, je vais le prevenir. — Non, nous devons le
voir et m’ecartant de la main ces visiteurs se dirigent vers la porte de la
chambre & coucher. Je prends I'avance et je previens papa de 'arrivée. Je
puis seulement dire: «[Tpuuum». Papa a compris de qui il s’agit, car on
s’attendait & Zarskoé Sielo a ces visites. — Ils sont entrés dans la chambre a
coucher. Nous sommes venus chercher des armes! — Nous n’en n’avons
pas. — Ils repondent: nous savons, que Vous avez. — Alors, cherchez.
Jouvre ’armoire, ton panier, Lydie, encore plein avec les affaires envoyées
de Paris. .. Ils ne cherchent rien, regardent autour et n’osent pas tou-
cher. .. Un coup a la porte. Je sors. Encore un matelot, plus agé celui ci,
farouche, revolver 4 la main! De nouveau: ou est le patron — il me le faut!
— Il est malade! Nous sommes aussi malades! Donnez les armes. Nous
avons déja dit, que nous n’avons pas d’armes. — Vous en avez et si vous ne
les rendez pas je vous tue sur place. Moi je commence & m’emporter, mais
papa avec sa methode socratique: — Tuer un homme par le temps qui court
— c’est une chose facile mais des armes vous ne trouverez pas, car je n’en ai
pas. Le matelot farouche se calme. Le petit de la garde-rouge a lair
penaud. Il demande avec un sourire aimable. — Vous €tes un ministre?

4 uncertain reading
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Papa répond: non, je ne suis pas un ministre. — Alors, vous étes un membre
de la Douma? Papa: non, je ne suis pas un membre de la Douma. Alors le
matelot farouche demande le petit: ce n’est lui? Le petit de la garde-rouge
hesite ... et papa est sauvé. Encore une question: a quel état appartenez
vous? (noblesse, bourgeois ou paysan). Heureusement, papa a repondu:
«nucame.ibckocon. . .. Le matelot reste deconcerté . . . Papa ajouta: durant
quarant ans je luttais pour le peuple et la revolution. Cette fois le farouche
matelot s’est repris. — A bah! Keresky etait aussi revolutionnaire! . . . Aprés
quelques minutes d’hesitation et de conversation entre eux ils sont par-
tis.. . Le lendemain encore une visite par des matelots, mais cette fois je ne
les ai pas laissé entrer et ils sont partis sans protester. . .136 Apres ¢a, vu la
santé de papa, j’ai trouvé mieux de nous soustraire a ces visites désagréa-
bles et j'ai fait des demarches pour entrer pour quelques jours dans un
hopital de Zarskoé. Une nuit nous avons passé a I'hopital de la ville de
Zarsk. et le lendemain un medecin-ami est venu chercher papa avec un
automobile sanitaire pour I'installer & Pétrograd ou il serait mieux a ’abri
de visites. Le méme jour je I'ai rejoint. Le court voyage a fait plutot du mal
a papa, car voila un mois que nous sommes a I’hopital frangais et la fiévre,
qui est devenue plus forte le lendemain de son arrivée, ne se calme pas
Jusqu'a présent. 1l fait toujours a réres jours exceptes, la fe de 37-37,2 le
matin et 38° le soir. La derniére semaine, il est mieux au point de vue
général. Il mange mieux, il est plus gai, le subjectif est meilleur et le poids
a augmente. Nous avons choisi I'hopital frangais pour étre plus tranquils,
et parce qu’Aitoff,'*” charmant homme le dirige. Mais les conditions
hygieniques ne vont pas pour des malades souffrants des poumons. J’ai cru
que nous y ferons un court séjour: une semaine ou deux tout au plus. Notre
sejour s’est prolongé ici, car I'état de papa ne permet pas de longue voyage.
En outre, entreprendre un voyage par ce temps trouble est plutdt dange-
reux. Ainsi nous avons decidés de choisir quelque chose dans les environs
de Petrograd. Il y a des excellents sanatorium en Finlande. Mais papa est
faché contre les finlandais pour leur agissements plus qu'indignes par rap-
ort & la Russie revolutionnaire,'3® et c’est impossible de le convaincre de

1% A laundered version of these events is given in lovchuk and Kurbatova, Plekhanov,
op. cit., pp. 327-28. The day after the affair at Tsarskoe Selo. an order was issued that
Plekhanov be protected against a recurrence. See Petrogradskii Voenno-Revoliutsionnyi
komitet, Dokumenty i materialy (3 vols: Moscow, 1966-67). I, pp. 539 and 548,

T V. D. Aitoff was the junior physician at the French hospital who looked after
Plekhanov.

18 The Finns had subscribed Tsarist loans, Plekhanov noted with indignation, but had
done little for the “Liberty Loan” floated by the Provisional Government in March 1917.
Plekhanova, God na rodine, p. 3; Robert Browder and Alexander Kerensky, The Russian
Provisional Government 1917 (3 vols; Stanford, 1961), I1, pp. 485-92.
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prendre en considération seulement sa santé. En tous cas ici, a I'hopital
frangais nous ne resterons pas longtemps. Nous irons ou hors de ville dans
un petit sanat.-pension a |1 h. de distance; ou nous nous placerons dans un
hopital privé tres confortable et dans un bon quartier de Petrograd. La
tante Annette y est a présent. On y est trés bien. C'est en attendant. Aussitot
que ¢a pourra se faire, nous irons en Crimée Jalta ou se trouve Varvara
Nicolaevna Gontcharova qui nous apelle 1a bas.

Quant 4 ma santé, elle est trés bonne. Je supporte tres bien le climat de
Petrograd. Je trouve Petrograd sous la neige trés beau. Je me sens un peu
fatiguée ces derniers jours a cause du demenagement, mais c’est passager.
Jusqu’a present je ne me suis pas remise a la medecine. Je suis entiérement
a papa et je crois commencer a pratiquer, quand il sera remis. Pour le
moment je ne vois qu’une chose c’est sa santé.

Je ne comprends pas pourquoi Vous ne recevez pas ’Edinstvo, que je
Vous ai envoyé en 3 reprises: avec Dumas, avec Diamandi le frére de
’ambassadeur de Roumanie, un vieil ami de papa et avec un camarade-
sous-lieutenant aviateur qui se rendait en Russie avec une mission russe.13?
Est ce possible que personne de ces messieurs ne vous a fait parvenir les
paquets et lettres. C’est deconcertant. lls m’ont tellement promis de faire
mes COmmMmissions.

En tous cas je vous enverrai ces jours les articles de papa, parus dans
le Edinstvo. Ca serait bon de les traduire en frangais. Le public frangais
pourra se convaincre, comme papa a prevu les jours fatals, que nous
traversons & présent, comme il les a prédits encore au debut de notre
revolution. Comme il luttait contre cette affreuse maladie de leninisme,
dont est atteint notre bon, mais encore peu conscient peuple russe.!4¢

Dites a Georges et sachez vous mémes que nous ne souffrons pas de la
terreur des montagnards; non! c’est sont ceux contre lesquels Robespierre
sevissait, qui se sont emparés du pouvoir. Ce sont des hebertistes, des
bakouniens, des anarchistes. La Convention voulait une France forte, une
et indivisible; tandis que notre pouvoir laisse dechirer la grande Russie en
locques. La Convention ne traitait pas avec ’ennemi qui foulait le sol
frangais. Notre pouvoir laisse mettre par I’Allemagne le carcan sur le cou
du peuple russe et est prét a leur donner tous ce qu’elle voudra, en assurant
le pauvre peuple que c’est de 'internationalisme. . .

19 Dumas made two visits to Russia in 1917. While there, he wrote several articles for
Plekhanov’s Edinstvo. In 1919 he published La vérité sur les Bolcheviks (Paris). C. J.
Diamandy was the Rumanian ambassador to St Petersburg, 1913-17.

140 Plekhanov’s articles from Edinstvo were later published, untranslated, in God na
rodine. A sketch of Plekhanov’s life by lu. Arzaev, which serves as an introduction to the

collection, adds some details to the account of the break-in at Tsarskoe Selo. See 1, pp.
xhii-xlv.
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Mais nous esperons que ce mauvais cauchemar passera et que de tous
nos malheurs nous sortirons sans amoindrissements et méme grandis, car
nous avons bien souffert.

Nous voyons souvent Deutch, Sassoulitch, Liubov Issakovna et Ida
Issakovna,*! qui est aussi a I'hopital frangais pour quelques jours. Elle
souffre d’'un commencement d’anevrisme d’aorte. Son etat n’est pas grave,
mais inquietant. Elle est trés gentille. Quant a L. Issak., elle a un grand
succes, comme un des meilleurs orateur-femme. . . Elle est vraiment trés
doué et travaille beaucoup. . .

Notre «Edinstvoy est supprimé par la Censure qui sevit plus que jamais.
Mais ces jours apparaitra notre journal sous un autre nom.42

Je voudrais t'envoyer, chére Lydie, de I'argent, mais comment faire,
quand notre cours est tellement bas. Je dois perdre immensement sur le
change. Si tu avais pu faire un emprunt de 2-3 mille francs pour avoir de
I'argent afin de payer nos assurances, envoyer un millier de lires a Schrei-
ber et avoir pour tes depenses. Si tu ne peux pas trouver a faire une
emprunte (chez MrHecht, Mlle Qulman et Mr Batault) telegraphie moi etje
tenverrai de I'argent.

Ecrivez nous nos chéres, adorées enfants par toutes les occasions possi-
bles.

Mille bonnes choses de notre part 4 Mr et Mme Batault pére et Mlle.
Quant & Georges je I'embrasse tendrement. Ma lettre est pour vous trois.

Votre mére qui ne veut qu’une chose c’est de vous revoir.
R.

P.S. Dans les journaux on a publié¢ que papa a été trés impressioné par la
visite de matelots que son état est devenu grave a la suite qu'une hémo-
ptysie grave s’est declarée etc. etc. Tout ga c’est du roman. Papa a éte trés
calme durant la visite, son etat n’a pas empiré a cause de ¢a. Il n’a pas eu
d’hémoptysie. C’est seulement le voyage qui lui a fait quelque mal. Je
repete: il est mieux a présent.

"1 L. I Aksel'rod and her sister Ida were devoted followers of Plekhanov for several
decades.

'#2 The Bolsheviks suppressed Edinstvo three and one half weeks after they seized
power. The paper re-appeared as Nashe Edinstvo on December 17 (30), but discontinued
in a little over a month.



